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*k%k

<<0Be careful with LexoOoO>¥ou donot know him | i

What did Clark mean she didndét know Lex 1I|ike
have anything more thanpaofessional relationship.

Lois sighed, rolling over on her side to get more comfortable. The events of the evening wearing

on her mind as she willed sleep to come. Shebod
Normally when she was held hostageds from her tracking down a criminal and breaking in

or following them. This time had been different. The gang that had broken into the Planet had
come to them with guns and a bomb. Theydd tak
into a placeshe so desperately wanted to escape.

<<0Be careful with LexoO>¥ou donot know him | i

What did that mean?

***

Ni gel watched as Lex pulled himself up from t
a change of c¢cl othes?5d

ANo, Nitégsel guihe all right. | wondét be here mu
ABrings back memories of the old days of bein
AWell, | etdéds hope you donét have to get your

Lexsmiled A There was a |l ot | coald have done toni
ASo, would you care for me to arrange a Vvisit
ANo, that wonét be necessary, o0 Lex mused. dl

eyedhiswunded shoul der, fAbut he has potenti al. M
him .. .paybackéfor this, o0 He held up his slin
AAs you wish, o0 Nigel nodded.

A knock at the door announced the Chief of St
were reviewing your xays. Sometimes it takes a little bit for them to comeé up
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Lex smiled, APerhaps some new equi pment is ne
send funds for a new radiology equipment

ANO, Mr . Luthorpo that 1isnb6t necessary
ANonsense, 0 Lex continued. AYoubre in .meed. I
The doctor sighed, realizing this was a | osin
appears there was some damage to the ligaments in your shouldes nerve damage. You

wonoét be able to use those muscles for at | ea
wasno6t worseéit appeared to have been healing
<<0Youbdbd be bleeding @d>»>death if it wasnoét fo
Lex®pression grew thoughtful, AYes, well luck

for open wounds

AYou should thank whoever it was. They saved
paperwork. fAHere are your diensaprbsariptgreforpamper s, M
Youodl I have to keep alternating ice and heat
paperwork is all in order. o

AThank you, doctor, o0 Lex said handing the pap
leavet hen turned to Nigel, Al owe Clark Kent my
*k%k

The next morning Lois was still just as rest.
the last one to know anything and it appeared Clark knew somethingdsheédt . Ho w?

Hedéd certainly made no attempt to hide his co
She remembered fighting with him about her interview that Clark had insinuated was more.

<< fAiTell me somethingéHowthas aneeywvuewlPbbpkPng
At the time the insinuation had infuriated he
an insinuation but just Clark expressing his
then but she knewsheddhtaelreayws atadcdhermernt .b He al w
treated him awful all week when theydd first
was smug or telling her 061 told you so.0 I nst

<<ANot that iintg meams aamyhtalt k from Nowheresvil |l
terrific too.0 > >

As shedd gotten to know him over the past yea

his own way. He was a good friend and a great partner. Even if she didhegattnership, in
the beginning, shedéd enjoyed being teamed up
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like cats and dogs at times but always seemed to work through it. One of the main things they
seemed to fight about was Lex. Clark had inated something more was going on with Lex

over the |l ast few months but never said what.
careful of what?

AThis is so frustratingéo Lois muttered to he
apartne nt . Clark was insinuating that something \
with Lex had been enjoyabl e. Hebéd never tried
Which given the way past boyfriends had behaved it was a welcome chlingey ®d s een eac
ot her a handful of times over the past few mo

welcomed his company. What had started as an interview attempt seemed to be turning into
somet hingéshe just wasndédt sure what.

Interview. Thatwasajoe. The interview shedd been so adar
Somehow shedd gotten swept up in the moment a
she so desperately sought out. 't wasndét |i ke
Why hadnéth $shatgont erview? It wasndt | i ke she
seeing Lexénothing serious but stillé

<< AFrom what | 6ve heard, | 6d be better off o
Luthor.o > >

She recalled the statement Fuentesrhade and shook her head. What had that meant? She
knew Lex was powerful in the business world but why would criminals be afraid of him? Could
he be involved with someone or something dangerous? A shiver went down her spine and she
shook her head, realizjrivhat she was accusing Lex of without anything to go on besides the
ravings of a criminal.

AThis is ridiculous! o Lois shook her head. A H
thoughtful a moment. How does Clark know him? She reached for the phtarejided to get

to the bottom of her dilemma by going direct]l
moment, AYes,  Othis is Lois Lane

*k%k

A very bloody and bruised Fuentes staggered into the penthouse with Nigel right behind him,
A Mr .  Lmay | present Mr. Fuent&és

Lex nodded with a broad smile, happy to have
Fuentes, we meet again

Fuentesd eyes widened as Lex closed the dista

AMi steréLuéthor eo

Al trfuesundg oNi gel accommodating. He assured me

gave myself and Ms. Lane |l ast night, o Fear cr
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neck, fAiMake no mistake you wil/| pay discuss putt i
he futureébo

—

AFuture?o

Al 6m a businessman, Mr. Fuent es, | al ways enj
and in exchange, | expect your cooperationébo
ACooperation?0 Fuentes asked, realhteredupg hi s w
AWhat can | help you with, Mr . Luthor?0 Lex |
from | ast night?09

AA |iability, o Lex said with disgust. @AHe is
discretion than you used lastnig? Yo u 6 | | be working with Nigel
Mrs. Cox. He needs to disappear, 0 Lex twurned
ACrystal, 0 Fuentes nodded.

ht hand and | e
he heard a | ou
61l 1 be breakin

AGood, 06 Lex reached for his rig
Fuentes screamed in pain unti/l
your hands on Lois Lane again |
happens agaia

***

Clark landed softly on the balcony of lipartment, stepping inside and changing back into his
street clothes after assuring himself no one
t |

situation he had made sure to patrol a bi 0
mugginganda car jacking in Suicide Slum. Then this
to give his statement to Henderson |i ke heodd
Fuentes and his gang had been released and no one seemed to know wherpdazatisap He

had a feeling Luthor was behind it. He just ¢
*k%k

Lois stepped off the elevator that | ed to the
Nigel opened the door for her and she nodded her thanks as he closed théadoorde her , AL @

so good to see you, 0 Lex greeted her with a s

Hi s arm was stil] in a sling but his demeanor
how are you feeling?bd

Lex shook his arm stildl tirveep p eHb wi ma rteh gy osul?ion g
AGood. Last night was kinda crazy, but | 6m fi
happened | ast night é there was something | r
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AOh, | i ke what?0 Lex asked, concerned. He see
Lois tightened her jaw as she continued, AWhy
t wo?o

Lex |l ooked at her in surprise, AWhat? This is
Lois shook her head, ANo, this iIis aboeaet a | ot
deal with you two? He obviously doesndot |ike

happened?9

Lex |l ooked at her in astonishment, contempl at
know. Youdd have to ask hi m. ¢ofeuoradtichshgpers u me m
Jeal ousy, but | havendét had any situati on

6Jeal ousy? Why would CI ar k hheClarkKeotLexwgsr ove of
describing didnoét ftoknowwvertthe lastiear.r man shedd come

Lois sighed, disappointed she hadnodét gotten a
never be hostile to someone without being provoked. Something must have happened. Are you
sure you dondét remember anything?o

Lex was thoughtful for a moment, Al 6m sorry, d
asking Kent these questioas

Lois nodded, AMaybe | should, o6 She turned to
ACan | interest you in lunch?0 He inquired.
Lois shook her heedd, AMaybe another tim

Fuentes had been released less than twelve hours after holding the Daily Planet hostage. No one
seemed to know how hedd gotten the charges dr
processing. Clark shook his head in disgust. Some of the teamersethnat had helped with the
hostage situation had insinuated there was he
no one had met him or her.

A loud insistent tapping at his front door caught his attention and he headed up the steps to

answertheloor , fiLoi s?0 He was surprised to see her
evening held hostage with her. He gl anced at

Lois was quick to shoot back, A Nantandsbegam di ng i
pacing through the |l iving room, Al need to ta
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ACome on in, o0 He said wryly closing the door

up?o0

AWhat did yo mean | ast night?0 Loig?began to
Youor never cryptic. Ever. A Dbit boneheaded

of fenseébut never cryptic. What gives?0

Clark raised his eyebrows, trying to follow w
about ?o0

AYou! 0 Lois, fuameidnagnigetdi [ lyand in the air, Al n:
to insinuate about Lex | ast nlght...Whatc“)s Wi
AGames?0

Alf there is something you know why not just

that? What is your dea&lith Lex anyway? You act like you hate him for no reason. He said there
was never a reason so what gives?0 Lois stopp
arms over her chest.

AYou talked to Luthor?0 Clark asked, worried.
Loisrolled hereyedi Yes! 0 Cl ark hung his head in disbel:i
thato

AShoul dndt haveéClark, what is going on? This
Al candét tell you, o Clark shook his head.
ACandbtwhitatd!| Lomes fumed angrily.

Al mygve.doubts...about Luthor. Just | eave it
ADoubts? No, |l 6m not going to just | eave it a
|l i ke heds the devil i ncarnate since yewr met h
act | i ke that about anyoneéWhat gives?0

AYou woul dnét believe me if | told you, o Clar
ATry me! 0 Lois pressed.

ANo! 0 Clark snapped.

ANo? You have got to be kidding me...0 Lois w
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ALoi séo Clarkbkbewastdohwg dhi®s everything he wan
about this ... not while she was still involved with Luthor. It could put her at risk.

AYou sit there and make your snide remar ks an

crypp i ¢ warnings but when | ask for an explanat.i
mind!o Lois began to ramble on, fALex has done
him. o

ADondét push thiséo Clark warned.

AHeOs set up eldssafortunate, donated millidmetd help arghans, homeless, but

do you care about that? No, to you hebds justeée
AHeds a murderer! o Clark fumed.

A WH A T Loa was taken aback. She looked at him in disgust and backed away from him in
shock.

*k%k

AEveirrygd hi s set?0 Lex asked as he stepped into
AYes, sir, o Nigel nodded, fiFuentes is being d
t hat he was right wunder our nose for so | ong
Lex noddrdat el ideve in luck. Tel/l me somet hi nq
information on the Superman identity theory w
Nigel shook his head, fiNo, Superman hasnodot ha

help with a kidnapping when the illusionist was attempting to control the world with mind
control and a few weeks ago he helped stop the virus that Harrington designed to take over the
worl d. o

Lex was thoughtful for a mo mlgcohvenieritha botht | ust

these instances were stories being worked on
Ni gel caught on and nodded, fiYoes, it does see
APul I up everything the Daily Planet hwes prin

can begin our research
AAnd when you discover his secret?o

Al wi || destroy him and everyone he holds dea

***
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Clark sighed as he watched the front door sl a
thatlut hor was a murderer. She just | ooked at hi
his suspicions yet. Not without evidence. Unf
the past year. Lex Luthor seemed to be one step ahead of him.

Now, Lois wouldndét even | ook at him. He sighed
a |l ong week, 0 he muttered to himself. A |loud
AMaybe not, 0 he raced to t hdéndtLoisbutinstedddoond and o
Jack. AJack, what are you doing here?o0

Al need to talk to you, o0 Jack said, pushing p

Clark sighed, c¢closing the door behind him, @AS

AYou remember when | got kidnapped| bpet t o J
asked.
Clark nodded, recalling how hedd found Jack

where hedd found his globe among many ot her
involved given the rarity of the itemshefoddl but never saw any trace ¢
relieved to find his globe and return it to I
that underground museuin

Jack nodded, Al know this may sound crazy.. .o
ATry me, 0 Clark smirked.

J ac k n Okdhywetl, ] thirfk Lex Luthor was one of the guys that kidnapped me a few
weeks agm

AWhat 20 Clark wasndét sure he heard him right.

]

saw the guybés face but | heard his v

Al
[ ny saurneatitters oofnlti me before he puts twc

eve
n t |

n
gh

(@}

Clark could see the apprehension growing in J
dondét think he wouldéo He sighed when he saw
Supermanma d ee what we can doéo He patted the yol
Youodl I be fine. Denny wi |l I be fine.d He noted

Denny Jack was most afraid for.

u
[
S

Al candt believe | dudnhidkt pow. t wo dadktivomeog

known¢éo

AYoubd never spent a | ot of time with him bef
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is. Shebés got to knowéo

rn i
What 6s so funny?2o

0 D
(¢
o))
o
o]

ANot hGClngr,® shrugged. @Al bdve just been trying tc
and that hasndt worked yet. Now, we have some
A...and you dondét think shedoll believe you?bo0
ANot in this midbtlelynni um, 06 Cl ar k s a

*k%k

Lois hadn't been able to think of anything but her fight with Clark and how...betrayed she felt
when Clark had spat out that vulgar accusation about Lex. Clark had earned her respect and trust
over the last year they'd worked togethewrshe felt like she didn't even know him. She'd

decided to take her frustrations out at the gym. She'd tried the aerobics, weights, but nothing
seemed to be helping. After putting on protective gloves she decided to work out thp pent
frustration with sme kickboxing.

She glanced around at the familiar gym. Menken's gym had been renamed to "Allie’'s" after the
corruption the previous owner had been exposed. She shuddered recalling how he'd tried to use
her as bait for her father. If it hadn't been forLe

<<"He's a murderer!">>

Clark's words rang in her ears and she pushed the thought out.

No, Lex had saved her.

Clark seemed to have this unexplainable hatred toward Lex but could never explain why. She
never thought he'd stoop so low as to thravam accusation like that. "Slander,” she muttered

to herself. "Acting like a petulant child..." She slammed her foot against the punching bag,
knocking it off its axis as she fumed angrily over her fight with Clark.

<<AYou talked to Luthor?o0

nYes! 0>>

She struck the punching bag once more. Why di
The look in his eyes had been filled with fear.

<<fiLois, you shoaldndét have done that
AShoul dndédt have...Clark, what is going on? Th
10 | Page
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She kicked the punching bag again, tears streaming down her face as the bag fell back once
more. Who was he to tel] her what she shoul d
so wrong of her to confront him about his spat with Lex?

<<Al camodt, ot el |

NnCanot t el | me WHAT?0>>

Of course, he couldn't tell her why he acted this way. She suspected it was from jealousy, but if
this was jealousy...he'd gone too far this ti

She kicked the bagyain.

Why was it so hard for her to drag this out of Clark?

<<fil have my...doubts...about Luthor. Just | e
ADoubts? No, | &m not going to just | eave it a
| i ke he o6 s rnathsecega met him.iTheke & no reason that | can think of...You never
act |ike that about anyoneéWhat gives?0>>

She felt her knees growing weak as she continued to cry and opted to get her frustrations out by
punching the bagu. il hate yow. I hate you. .. O

No matter how many times she said the words s
she felt about Clark Kent was anything but hate. Complicated, yes. Frustrating, yes. Definitely

not hate. She caredabdui m. She knew that. Shedd discovere
Nightfall had threatened their lives. The fear of the unknown had forced her to take a good look

at her life, but she never found the courage to act on those feelings. After Nightfgtweashe

did her best to bury them deeper and found solace in work and distancing herself from him.

<<fiYou wouldnoét believe me if | told you, o CI

5t

Try me! o0 Lois pressed.

ANo! 06 Clark snapped.

ANo? You have got t o Iherwayiotuilbabblgmode. .. 0 Loi s w
ALoi séo>>

He could get to her in a way no one ever could. Something about Clark just brought out this need

to divulge her every thought to him. He was still the only person to know about her and Claude

and hedd dyr kreiepedghdédrer confidence. Shebdd bee
everyone after the fiasco with Baines, but he
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<<AYou sit there and make your snide remarks
crypticwarn ngs but when | ask for an explanation vy
mind!o Lois began to ramble on, fALex has done
him. o

ADondt push thiséo Clark warned.

Heds set wup c h aortunata, dosated noilliohsed help orpha@s, homedess, biut
O you care about that? No, to you heds juste

o

fHed6s a murderer!o Clark fumed. >>

She knew she didndét know Lex very well but sh
character. For Clarktoslaedd Lex | i ke that é

She stopped hitting the punching bag and fell to her knees in tears.

*k%k

Martha set a slice of pie in front of her husband, taking a seat next to him as they listened to
Clark detail his fight with Lois in defeat. He looked atthemmigony, Al don®&t know

Martha gl anced at Jonathan for a moment who n

what your deal was with Lex Luthor. .. Why didn
Cl ark shook his head, miibdiogsSupermmén. Bxplaning | know i s
that...would be too complicated. Besides, she
AYou dondt seriously think shedd betray your

ANo, 0 Clark shook his'Bepdstiinoabi hgnhi Re 6tha
shuddered involuntarily as he spoke, Asheds a
risk. ..o

Jonathan cleared his throat, AMore risk than

Clark hung hher heldi, cd&.Thalt é6csandét. ... make her s

without éo

Martha placed a hesitant hand on Clarkdés hand
nodded. She glanced at Jonathan. He seemed to recognize what she was trying to gaydilentl
nodded. ASo, what if you told her?o0

i Wh a tClark asked, taken aback.
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Martha sighed, fAClark, i1t's obviou

s you | ove
whatever reason your father and | dondt

0
0
ABecause oDhe&ldhae&ks mwéetg.a.n. but was cut off by Mar

AYou are putting her at risk every moment you
what you have told us about this man is true...Do you seriously want to leave Lois with this man?

He blew up a builishg to test you, arranged for two people to fall off thipt buildings across

from one another...drugged children... My God!

Clark nodded, realizing his mom was right, AS
Super man?o

Alf thatdéds what it takes to get her away from
AAL I my | ife you guys have told me never to t
ALois is different,o Jonathan said with a smi
AShebs family, 0 Martha nodded.

Clark smiledg dAl do | ove her

AWebve known that since you started talking a
AWe were wondering how |l ong it ould take you

Clark | aughed, Al guess hernjulsdvd alveern ol Yyiima r tec
yearo

ALove i s never easy, o0 Martha added.

Aln the end, 1itbéds worth it, o0 Jonathan promi se
hand tightly with a smile.

*k%k

Monday morning at the Daily PlanetGfar coul dno6t hel p but notice tF
him. She was going out of her way to avoid hi
Fuentes being released from custody or about Superman. He needed a way to break the ice with

her but righh now she was going out of her way NOT to talk to him.

Jimmy and Perry wal ked past his desk discussi

pl ace needed a | ift,o Perry said with a sigh
was met with forced smiles among the five of them.
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A messenger came in with a large arrangement of flowers. As soon as he saw them he knew who

they were for. There was no one el se they wou
all over it. It male him sick to his stomach to know Lois was still dating Luthor. He watched her

read the card and couldndét help himself. He p
grimaced. He didndot notice Lois | omksong back

but... He shook his head in disgust, trying to keep his emotions in check. That was what had
gotten him in this predicament in the first place.

Cat wal ked in all smiles and he couldndot help
Planet, gnoring their pleas for help. She had been oblivious to their plight.

ASend yourself fl owers again, Loi s?0 Cat snee
dirty |l ook but didnét say anything. @tWhew! Wh
underthatmildnanner ed f a-ade, George is a wild man, 0

a sideway glance at him. What was that about?

Cat continued, Al spent most of the weekend i
weekend?0 ddheygt athér gwiarh dirty | ooks. She ser.
ASorryol asked

He saw Jack in the corner of his eye and nodded to him. Jack came over to greet him. He seemed

to sense the tension in the air and whispered
Clark nodded. ﬁSup man took Denny and his fos
out to visit if needed but for now...O0

Jack smiled in agreement. ATell him |I said th

Clark sighed, watching Jack head back to his desk with Jimmy theredlahtois. She could

barely look at him. Making up his mind, he decided the best way to get to talking again was to
get on the same page about work. She may not
listen long enough for him to tell her abdutentes.

Lois was typing away at her computer. He di dn

him. He could read the gibberish she was typing. He stood by her desk for a moment,

contemplating how to begin when she jerked her head at him angl endp, AWhat is it?

di dndédt get enough sl ander in yesterday??o

Cl ark sighed, Al dm sorry. | sédouldndét have sa

OAt | east not out | oudé 0

Lois stared at him for a moment. He elwnmdrc hed h

not . Al really am sorry, Lois, 0 he continued,
14 | Page
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Her facial expression seemed to crack ever so
happen again

Clark nodded, AOkay, olddneedtodatk ko yaa... swarded totele xt t o
you. ..o

He stopped when he heard a cry for help. Cursing his luck, he noticed the annoyed look on her
face. ALoi s, I l eft a... file at...o0o He coul d
and sle just gave him an incredulous look.

AHome?0 She guessed.

AYes! 0 He said backing away from her desk. fl
reallyreallyi mportant . 06 With that he di sappeared.

***

~

Lex Luthor sifted through the articlesimfnt of hi m, AOur man of steel
year, hasnét he?o0

AYes, o Nigel nodded. fAAppearances from saving
to speak about safetyéoQuite a variety of app

Als 1t just ke ar |dbdedfi tt hesemelxicl usi ves come
pulled out the article on Nightfall recalling the coverage shown of Lois Lane kissing the man of
steel goodbye. 't stildl made his blood boil t

i s, it seems Ms. Lane has gotten just about every exclusive along with her partner, Clark
Kent. o0 Nigel said with an amused smile. AWith

AWhat i s that?06 Lex asked intrigued.

AThi s, 0 Nigel pl aced t he agfitstattempt toatbpdNightfallSu p e r m

iSuper man Came Home. Now Where I s He?06 By Loi ¢

Aéand James Ol sen, 0 Nigel pointed out.

Lex |l aughed, ASo, obviously we knowet.lnd man o

Lois Lane. 0 His face flickered with anger at

background on Lois Lane and start surveillance on her. Someone close to her either is our famed

man of steel or is connewfindodutwh@ hi m somehow.

AYes, sir, o Nigel nodded.

A knock at the door announced Asabi who stood
15 | Page
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Lex |l ooked to Asabi and smiled, fAYes, Asabi ?o0
AA Mr. Fuentes is here to see you, 0

AShow him in, 0 Lex fimsbtiisll#tedd at Ni gel , AWedl |

Ni gel grabbed the files andoheaded out. Al 61 I
*k%k

Lois fumed angrily as she watched Clark | eave
crying. It had surprised her how much it had hurt to see asimanespected so much stoop so

|l ow as to slander a good man | i ke Lex. She ha

she was faced with seeing a side of him she never knew existed. She never would have thought
Clark was capable of slander before.

Who did he think he was kidding? Trying to co
spent al most a yea with him, getting to know
well as shedd | i ke but she t Wwhethe hetwassshe knew h
murderer.

Sheéd been prepared not to talk to Clark at a
a sideway glance at Clark. She wasnodét sure wh

devastation. It hita nerve withthe when she saw t hat | ook on hi s
affected her so much.

When hedéd approached her this morning shedd b
going so far as to begin typing gibberish on her computer to make it look likashieterrupting

her . It wasnét | i ke he could see her screen.
apologized.

When it came to Lex Luthor Clark never apologized. They normally just ignored each other until

they were forced to work it out Berry and would just agree to disagree and move on. This time
was di fferent. Clark had apologized. I't had s
she could feel her defenses melting away when she saw how devastated he seemed to be. He
seened to be the only person that could drive her crazy in one minute and then make her want to
hug him the next.

They were just getting back on track and then Clark got that look on his face that he got when
she knew he was going to run away from hagain. She still di dndét wunder
He was the most wonderful person in the world one moment and the next he was gone.

Lois sig d in frustration as she gl anced at

he
She didnét thamksehiegusverlket was companionshi p.
enough about one another to warrant either one falling in love. She sighed in frustration. Many
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women would have given anything to have Lex Luthor send flowers with a love note but not her.
Why? Maybe she just needed to talk to Lex about what he meant?

She gathered her purse and headed toward the elevator. Not looking where she was going she
bumped right into Jack as he was stepping on

Loiswincedwlhen she saw all the files fly all arou
up the files that had flown all over the place.

Al'tés okay, 0 Jack sioghed. fAJust one of those

She picked up the |l ast f il e ,ahydireygoaregedrching he n
Fuentes?0o

Jack shrugged. AJimmy said Clark asked for e
less than twelve hours after he was arrested and no one can find him. Jimmy and | were told to
find everythingwe canonFuens and hi s gang and anything re
explained.

Lois handed the file back to Jack in shock,
against him...more than one...a video survei
Jackndoded, AThatodés what Clarkdés trying to find
turn in her head and Jack | ooked around the

Fuentes, good of you t o st mgninbHesniledL e x

n

r
ugly when he noticed the brace on the mano
gel has been taking care of you?o
Fuentes nodded, #fAlt appears your kid Jack i s
Wetriedhisor ot her 6s foster home and the familyds
Lex | eaned back, fAWell, I must say this is a
underesti mated him. o
Fuentes | ooked at Lex nefvposdg,| ARkecabukesop
no sign of him outside of the Planet. Unl ess
Lex shook his head, ANo, nothing too direct

(@)

direct would draw t oo muashkingquestionsn Keepoondackbut d o n
until you get an opportunity to take care of him | want you to work with Nigel on setting up
surveillance on Ms. Lang

ASurveill ance?0 Fuentes asked skeptically, I
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Llexsneered, AJust do it. 1 6&m not paying you f ot
leaving Lex to stew over his next move. A knock at the door interrupted his thoughts.

ALex? A call for the boss is on line three,o
Henalded, reaching for the phone. He turned on
bosso

ok

A Ms . Lane, 0 Nigel nodded seeing Lois step on
Lois smiled, AYe.d, |l 6m | ooking for Lex

Ni gel noddbad. t iveswayi 06 He knocked three ti me
opened it for her.

ALoi s! o0 Lex cheered happil yowhenghe eshwrhar pe
cheek.

She smil edd,ShfieL ebxr,u shhied a s tdrtuangd atvay fram himdoha nd her
moment.

ATo what do I owe the pleasure of this visit?
She pulled her hand back nervously, dALex, | g
A G

éand you wanted to thank melhaveafgweneadimganbRitd He a
ol I clear my afternoon for youébo

ANo, 0 Lois shook he
his noteéd She pul

—_——

ead, taking her hand ba
t he

h
ed note out of her po

—+

AYes, 0 He sea.i dilwikrmova a&sfmidr Friday night not t
granted ¢€éo

Alt just seems so...sudden...0 Lois began. dl
AYou dondt feel the same way?0 He asked.

Al &1 dondt know how | feelédo Lois said softly
Lex looked down foramno me n t |, but recovered quickly, nWel |

bitéeafter everything that happened this weeke
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Lois frowned slightly, Al om stil!]l . ..working
<< AHebdbs a murderer! o>>
<< 0Be careful with Lex.0>0u donot know him | ik

Why did she keep thinking about Clarkds warni

AMaybe we can work through it together. o He s
Al think this i s tshonmeutghhi nogn Imyn ecendn .t00 Lwoairsk s ai d
time...to thinkeo

Lex smiled, AYou just need to get back in you
situation |ike thateo

~

<<AHeds a murderer! o>>

AYou dondét seem to dientadd ectted foly dorRd®t Llomaswp
spaceéo

ASpace?0 He | aughed, ALois, you cané6t get any
on, | think I 6ve been more than understanding
<<0Be carefulomditt hk nLoewk.oh>¥w ul idke | do

She took a step back, AWhat is that supposed
ANot hing, o He shook his head, pasting a charm
and he said, ALet me take you to dinner tonig
<<o0Beudamweft h Lex. You .@»mndét know him I|Iike | d
Clarkés warning continued to echo in her mind
but was interrupted by Nigel.

A Mr . Luthor a cal/l onb line three for you. I t 6
Lex turned to the phonedn sai d, Al 6lol see you tonight
<<0Be careful with Lexo0o>¥ou dondét know him |
AFine, 0 She said curtly, unsure of what had |

headed back to the Planet. How had it gone from her trying to ckskeanself from Lex to her
having dinner with him? What had just happened?
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<<oBe <caref ul with Lex. O0O¥ocou donot know him | ik

*k%k

Cl ark sighed as he took his seat at his desk,
any sign of her. Hecanned the conference rooms and spotted her in there with a stack of files
and Jack and Jimmy leaning over her shoulder.

File. He remembered he was supposed to be bringing a file. He grabbed the file he had brought

in from Henderson on Saturday andénbed at t he door, opening it.
Clark, why didnét you tell me about Fuentes?o0
Al was going to but...o0o He trailed off rememb

seemedtorecognz e t he expression on his face and did
front of her quietly and he took a seat next

AEverything that could be remotely related to
stack to the left.

AEverything related to anyone called O6the bos
several stacks of files to the right.

AYi kes, 06 Clark muttered.

AYeah, 0 Lois nodded. AWhatodés the deal with th
Clark shruggedi| dondét know. I nspector Henderson saic
Fuentes crew talking about O0the bossd6 as the
hi méo

néor her, o Lois smirked.0 " Women can be c¢cri me

Aéeéor her, 0d. Clark nodde
AThis is some scary stuff, o0 Jimmy said as he
the police think is connected to O6the bosso6 i

Clark let out a low whistle and his jaw dropped. There had to be at least five hundredocrimes
this report. He knew as Superman he coul dnodt
knowing there was so much crime going on right under his nose.

Al mpressive resume, 0 Lois said taking the rep
grabbed him by the arm, ACl| ark! o
AwWhat 20 He asked, trying to pul/l his arm back
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ALook! 06 She pointed to the very top of the |

Baines was involved i n osuonertuhsitnegd bhiegr......10 canéb
Al never said |I trusted heréo Clark tried to
AYeah, s usoenprofessioaal..\siairg you up like a piece of meat and... | mean...that

was my first sign that somethingwad f é Who di d she think she was?
him. He glanced at her questioningly. Jack and Jimmy were wearing equally amused expressions

on their face. She seemed to notice the | ooks
Sheshruged. AAnyway, |l wonder how many stories w

Clark wore an amused expression as she did her best to cover up the slip of tongue. It was
moments like this that gave him hope that she might be noticing him, Clark Kmotrashan

just her partner and friend. Al 6m sure a | ot
Jack was |l ooking at the I ist now reading off
Toasters destruction of Suicide Slum.. .0
Loiy®ds ewi dened. ADo you know what this means?¢
Clark smiled, knowing full well what was <¢o0mi
APulitzer!od Lois cheered happily. Shoe shoved

*k%k

Later that evening Lois and Ckawere among the last in the office as they finished up the

research on everything they knew about o6the b
this afternoon. He didndét want to have to mak
needd t o tell her but right now he just coul dnbéd

Lois rolled her neck, trying to work the kinks out of it as she stared at the file in front of her.
AHere, |l et me, o0 Clark offered. She nodded and
her neck muscles. He gave a quick blast of heat vision to the area his hands were massaging to
relieve some of the tension and she groaned in approval. He bit his lower lip as she leaned up
against him.

AThat feels great, 0 LlwndtsinhsrishpliderdShaveas readly temser k e d
He wasnodét surprised. Theyodd been working in h
table that they had sorted through. They had made some progress in sorting the list of crimes that
were associatedith the stories they had covered and categorized them by importance. They had
begun a map on the wall to keep track of who was connected to who. Mostly small time

criminals seemed to be in the system but everyone knew not to name names.

Lois leaned bdcagainst him, staring at the wall for a moment as he continued to massage her
shoul der s. He caught her gaze and frowned,

=1
O
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nodded, fYeah, |l justodondét get how we m
sighed, fAMe red¢ant.thi®o. Hle wiesh uwedhaaod mde
n the board. AThebe are still way too ma
do you think is behind al/l this?0 Lois w
ht Af ter this weverda& whithe duspectedd udtihadtdr hed ar e b
her about Superman. Lois cast a glance a
rer so itds not a.ngiant | eap to think HE

sighed when she puybnytem)o away from him, 0
youdre thinking it, o0 Lois snapped.

not, 0o Clark argued.

L i His conscience chided him.

Oh,

reall y?0 Lois challenged. Al think your

He sighed. How was it she could tell when he wagylyinas Cl ar k but coul dnot
Superman? He didndét dare say anything else fo

A

|l do

her.

He let out a long sigh, and stal  u p .

L

oi s

Cl ar k

A
a
e
d

o0 N

=]

jn pn g 14

Oh,

re r
XCcus
i scu

toi
r

nét know why | even bother, 0 she muttere

=1}

| think 66m gonna call it
nodded, #AOf course, run off |ike you alw

gave her anosaldneawasy rgul nannicneg, offlf éadom

reall y?0 She chall emtgeldi, mstfabvde my ttiomd elr
unning off...to aéaébarberéor dentist.
e! 0 She jabbed him in the chest repeated

ssionéyou di sappear éo

shatoédo | Hkebegan. This was i1it. She had | ai
He just had toé

the hell i's wrong with you anyway? Thro
gnédwa? d hHe coul dndt b el dkatwleoshewasedatig. Hewdslt s ai ¢
est to control his temper. He didndt wan
A | | thought we werenét going to talk a
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—

We | ch
h e n

I, I anged my mind! 0 Samgusteor.sickandtitedlofer ar
digs and the .jealous tantrums | <coul d
AJeal dascdffédoShe thought his accusations against Luthor came from jealousy? It

wasnodét a far cry from the truth but that had

AAre yiomgdenh9yo0 She challenged.

He was about to open his mouth to argue but thought better of it. Anything he said would just
make her angrier. Truth be told he couldnodot d
He was threatened by Luthor. She never émbét Luthor the way she looked at Superman but

hedd give anything for her to | ookegodo. hHedd Cl
never know if she would after he told her.

He wanted to tell her. He needed to tell her so he could warruhkele in the middle of the

of ficeéeven if everyone had | eftéit wasnodt ex
ASee? Youdbre not even denying it!o Lois snapp
Without thinking he threw caution to the wind and leaned ingoki her , real ly ki ss

he had as Superman before stopping Nightfall...and at the airport after dealing with the

pheromone fiasco. Almost a year of frustration fueled the hunger behind this kiss. Every other

ti me hedd ki s s e dhislguand uparot wantirey to keveal d@vdnudn bhed
caredéhow much he wanted heréafraid of scarin

*k%k

Outside the conference room, Perry White was busy gathering his things before heading out for

the evening. thadbeen | ong day. Machinery had broken do\
had to negotiate getting the part sent same d
understand why it mattered if the prigaiteni ng pr
the board to pull on

their weight the i ssue a
Now, here it was nearly nine o06clock and ever
and Clark. He was mildly surprised to see them standingiothen f er ence room. The
normally work this | ate but it | ooked Iike th

him to see them arguing. Lois was jabbing Kent in the chest as she fumed at him angrily and he
stood there with his arms across bhest just taking it.

What did surprise him was what happened next. His eyebrows rose when he saw Clark grab Lois
and kiss her. He thought for sure she was goi
seemed to be ki s s iemgockktisaentibt o ceklize thHere wedeifelmgst t a k
festering between the duo. They were like gasoline and fire at times which made for some pretty
big fights between the two of them, but it al
of t hi losgomi@gromance.
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AGood for you, son, o0 Perry smilead as he stepp

He knew Lois had gone on a few dates with Lex but after spending the evening with the

manéhe began to realize the hegeehed ®be TharéWwad 6 o f
definitely a lack of spark between him and Lois. There also seemed to be something superficial
with Lex Luthor that didnoét jive right with h
Fuentes had said that perked his iesér

<<AFrom what |l 6ve hear d, |l 6d be better of f ou
Luthoro > >

Maybe one day theydd figure out what that mea
stepped off the elevator, giving a quiet yodel to himgdlings would definitely be different
around the Planet. That was for sure.

*k%k

At first Lois seemed too shocked to respond b
and delight she kissed him back. He groaned inwardly as he deepened thepkiss), lcer face

with both hands as he continued the kiss. The
how much she tried to deny it. He knew she felt the same way about him as he did her. She just
would never admit it to herself...untilnow. Eyer f ear hedd had about thei
relationship seemed to subside and he let out a soft moan as her hand moved to the back of his
neck, running her fingers through his hair.

60You have Hisconscernce chitied hind, eeminding him o thilemma at hand.

He slowly broke off the kiss, moving his hand to wrap around her wrist that rested on his

shoulder. She had a slightly dazed expression on her face. He smiled to himself. It was obvious
shedd felt that s pa rthkfhdrewrie arflheewasafradmnsigedvastgangb r e a
to Ilash out at him for kissing her but instea
Al have to goéo She mumbled incoherently, pul
leaving him to stare aftder numbly in shock as she hurriedly grabbed her purse from her desk

and ran up the ramp to the elevator.

***

Unnoticed by Lois, Perry, or Clark was Fuentes in a disguise. He had the cleaning equipment

with him as he made his way through the newsroomHe 6 d spotted the steam
and Clark as he placed a camera at the window. As long as the blinds to the conference room

were open then the camera would pick them up.

Confident that h

t hey woul dndét nthdnevwswmomhandn he co
pl ace cameras on Lois Laneb6és desk and comput e
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for the elevator. He discreetly placed a micro camera above the call button for the elevator as he
pretended to be cleaning and pressed the gtbinto leave.

He was surprised when Lois Lane stepped on the elevator with him. He was sure she would
recognize him, but she didnét. She seemed flu
until they opened on the Lobby floor and he slippezhmera on the wall of the elevator before

leaving.

She offered to hold the doors for him to roll the cleaning cart out with him. He smiled to himself.
It was amazing how little she paid attention to him.

*k%k

Lois approached her apartment buildingl aas surprised to find a limo sitting outside waiting.

The wheels began to turn in her head and she
dinner date with Lex. He stepped @ut of the |
Loisfeltherinsides r i nge f or a moment 0 Shesipunghledr al g¢ k
behind her ear, Al 6m sorwy, | completely forg
ANot a problem,0 Lex smiled back, guiding her

reservationéo

The lastthingshwant ed t o do was go to dinner with Lex
Now.o

AVery well, 0 His tone was sharp and she turne
his eyes. She just couldnoét place it. ATomorr
Wouldshefeelk e spending the evening with Lex tomor
something shedd work ouif oum Mhewrlseadhien hlagdandt
have dinner with him tonight but somehow sheb
<<o0Be ovarnef lLlex. You domb* know him |like | do
ALex, Il really. ..o

ASomet hing wrong?0 He asked, placing a hand o
She |l et out a |l ong breath. What wasnét wrong?

forgot about dinner o
She was fldered by the attention but right now she wanted to get as far away from him as

possible so she could figure things out. Cl ar
her éShe wasndét sure how she felt ammething t hat,
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bi gésomuaoreh.i ndore than shedd ever felt with Leb>
Claude...

ABut 20 Lex prodded. AWhatdés wrong, Loi s?o0

<<o0oBe careful with Lex0>¥ou dondt know him |
Al él €0 She began shakrie.y.,,. Iilt ocladn 6yto ud ot htihsi smoarnn
space. ..l need to figure out some ....things.
Lexb6s face fell slightly but he recovered qui
you seriously breaking up with me in front of
Loissighed Al know itds not the best place or ti me

noweo She backed away from hi m.

nCanot de al w

ith what ?0 He demanded,
recognize on his

cCo
f aseem before. Itdrightechkedbes. s s hedd never

<<fiFrom what |l 6ve hear d, |l 6d be better of f ou
Luthor.o > >
<<0Be careful with LexoO>¥ou donot know him |

She was a bit taken aback by his abrasiveness and tooktastepa r d her
[ |t

with .. .this...whatever it is. J i snot
He took a step toward her, fAiNo, you are obvio
you to dinner and wedll .. .0

Lois pushed him away angrily, fANo! 0 He reache
go of my arm. . .0

<<AFrom what | éve heard, | 6d be better off ou
Luthor.o > >

<<0Be careful withmlkeddoo>¥ou dondt know

ANo, no, 0 Lex | ooked around at the bystanders
emotions and he | et go of her arm. She atche
before. fiYou sai d pestthatneed space and | 611 res
Lois shook her head shakily Somet hing was se
scared her. A No, I dondét need any space anymo
anymore.. .0 Before he could respond she raced
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<<AFrom what | 6ve heard, |l 6d be better off ou
Luthor.o > >

<<0Be careful with Lexo0o>¥ou dondét know him |
Lex slipped back into his |Iimo, AWere you abl
Asabi smiled backfromhe dri ver 6s seat, AYes, Mr . Fuent e:

and at the Daily Planét

=)}

Lex nodded,
to thi

Good. [ want to review what h
came S

s realization about needing.
Asaih noddedg #AYes, sir

***

Lois slammed the door to her apartment closed and let out a shaky breath. She was home. She
looked around at the familiar surroundings and headed for the bedroom to change out of her
work clothes. She turned on the shower aegg®d in, closing the door behind her. The water
beat on her back as she leaned back against the hot water.

<<0Be careful with Lex. You donot know him |

Lois winced as she felt the tight muscles in her neck begin to relax against the hoYWiaite

had gotten into Lex tonight? Hedéd actually tr
stay with him if they hadndét been in public?
<<o0Be careful with Lex. You dond6t know him |
Suddenly CIl ar kdés waulting. Shg madsagkatbetshasyme into hierthairt 1 n
recalling the |l ittle conversations shed6d had
feelings for her. Shedd suspected, but hedéd n

tingling from thatkiss.

The way hebéd kissed her. It reminded her of t
after heb6bd been sprayed by the pheromones. . . a
stop the Nightfal!l a st e redmeéhind it thatlshee never suspsected h un g
exi sted The way hed6éd kissed herée

<<ABut that would have to mean that | found vy
didndét fall for me?0

Al guess I 6m just not attracted to you, Loi s.
ALiI ar ! You drme meo ot>tracted
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Why hadndét he been affected by the pheromones
perfect opportunityéShe was grateful he hadnod
Knowing what she knew now...

<< AYour problemanatoiadmit ybhatr tymwe feelings.
OWhat a hypocrite! o

She thought to herself. Hedéd been trying to g
he was obviously unable to admit how he felt.

6Until noweéebd

That kiss. There had beensomuchringei t y behind itéal most | i ke he
life depended on it.

<<AAiHave you ever | i Yuktinedwiitthh a nhyeo noepéplo smetaen ,s e x ?
A No , fultime o

AMe neither. What do you think ités | ike?0
AScary at first. o

ACompromi ses. 0

AForced intimacy. 0

ASharing responsibilities. o

ANever alone. 0

ANever alone. 0>>

Lois shuddered involuntarily recalling the <co
undercover assignment. Shedéd bekeaddekpes abher t
cover up the surveillance equipment when the maid had walked in. That kiss had surprised her
too, but it hadndét nearly been as intense as
<<fil am just so...sick andrumsed obutldesdregam

fnJeal ous???0o0

St

Are you denyi
ot even denyi

She chall enged. When he

=}
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Then he surprised her by leaning in to kiss her, softly at first then with more intensity. To her
suprise, she began to respond.>>

Why had she kissed him back? Sure, there was a part of her that was attracted to him. He was an
attractive man. Anyone with a heartbeat could tell that.

<<Al said nine. I thought youdéd be énakedéum,
She blushewhen she recalled seeing him in nothing
the Apoll o during their first assignment. Tha

she never would have suspected small town, farm boy Clark Kent wakkieuilt
ASuperman, 0 she muttered to herself.

Where had that come from?

<<fiThis will work.o

AThat 6s a relief. Why are you so sure?o0
AfBecause it has to.o

APower of positive thinking, huh?06>>

Clark was definitely wetdefined like him. He even had tpssitive attitude. It was a
characteristic that annoyed her to no end with Clark, but with Superman it was endearing.

<<Al 611 be back, Lois. Wedll go flying. o
Al hope so. 0
ACount on it. 1 6ve got to go. o0

AGood | uck, o T h en o nand kieged Hins Ehat &i$s dail beergimendeb e d h
That was the kiss that had given her a glimmer of hope that there may be hope for her and
Superman.>>

Was she seriously comparing Clark to Superman? Aggravated, she jerked the knob to the water
off and grabbedher towel to dry off.

Tonight had scared her. When Clark had kissed

shocked at first then before she knew what was happening she began to kiss him back. The
memory of his lips on hers sent a shiver down heresp
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She stepped out of the shower and wrapped her towel around her as she headed toward the
bedroom to get ready for bed. She opened the drawer to where her nightgowns were and grabbed
a tank top and shorts and put them on.

<<fiOoh, | getous.o0Youbre |ea

AJeal ous? Are you out of your mind?06>>

She recalled the inner voice that told her di
di straction for her to get out of there. Wh e
shewasg al ous. She hadnodét had time to think too
shown up.

<<ALex, what were you doing at the Metro Club
AMeeting with the new | eader of the Metro gan

similar interests inth®i ver vi ew di strict. o

Al find that hard to believe. 0

ASo, do I . She talks a good I|Iine: slum clear
growth and prosperity. o

AAnd you believe her?0

ANot for a minute. | n deignedttqg getime tb sidwmdwn myhoevn wh o |
pl ans for reviving the area. She even suggest
AAnd what are you doing here?o

Al came to warn you. I think Toni's hiding s
AWhat ?0

Al wish | knew. & smartrépgrterdookngvfortarswaets, | wduldit wer e

bother to |l ook any further for the source of

AThanks for the tip. |l guess | owe you one. o0
ADon't think I won't try to collect. o>>

Her eyes shot wide opdor a moment as the wheels in her head began to turn. Why had Lex
told her to only look at Toni Taylor?

<<fiHed6bs a murderer! o>>
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Clarkbés words echoed through her mind and she
there was no way heé

0The sbdssnkied to the Toaster sébd

ANoOw, | 6m sounding |i ke Clarkéo she muttered
known who Toni was working with. Obviously he
60r had he?b50

<<Be careful with Lex. You dono6t know him [Iik:
That warning from Clark was so cryptic. She di
about hi mémore than shedd been willing to adm
If that kiss had proven anything tonight it was just how much hexicar

<<AClark, whether or not that memory of yours
youbre terrific.o

Li kewise. 0

1]

Al mean, Il love you....li ke a brother. o>>

She had been quick to recover. Trying to cover up the feelings that began to nrakaytiei

the forefront of her mind before she was forc
notice...or had he?

<<Al write as well as you do. |l 6m vastly more
favorite...in on all the action. Oh,dan when you get into trouble | oc
come to the rescue? Not only a cute guyébut a
ABut | é0

ANo, no, no, you asked; Il &m answering. Youodve
Lois. o0o>>

Cat was right. Clarkrad Superman had been there for her when her life had been threatened.

Shedédd never thought of Clark as being the per
shedd felt safe with him. After hedd stopped
overprotective and trying his best to keep her safe. He was there when she needed him.

<<fiLoi s! You donét sneak up on somebody at a
AA time | i ke what?o0

ASomebody just tried to kil you! o
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Yes, you! o0>>

<AMaybe | 6d bednieghtst@ay with you

Nice try, Kent . o

Somebody just tried to take a sho
<AThe only danger to me out there
Someone who saved your | ife today
That was earlier. o

But | did save it. You admit that.
So whatyiyrog 0ire tstmat you saved my

Yes. O

Do you know the odds against that
<AiHe tried to kil me € 0

Il 611 find himébod

N o Pl ease dondét | eave meéo

|l wonodot . | 6m here. Il &m right here.

Folc4evernaday

t

t at youl! 0>
was caused
. 0

0o>>

Il i fe twice
?20>>

o>>

Lois shuddered involuntarily recalling just h@sared she had been when Clark had found her
that morning. She recalled how her first reaction that evening after being threatened by Barbara

Trevino was to find Clark. That had surprised
di dnodt IsyccarWheenasan I mmedi ate threat was in her
...call Superman. Though recently she found herself turning to Clark more and more...What did
that mean?
<<ACIl ar k, I dondét want you to take this the w
AWhat ?0
Al guess 1 6d just feel Dbetter if 1 coul deéeo
AStay here tonight?o0
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AYeah. .. 0>>

<<AYour problem, Lois, is that you candét admi
A knock at the door broke her from her reverie. She glanced at the clock. Who could that be?
Shegrabbed r obe and reached for the door, ACIlI ark,

*k%k

Clark knew he should just leave it alone. He knew he probably was just borrowing trouble right

now but he just couldndt hel p hi ms enlLdis. He cou
out side her apartment with Luthor. He couldno
<<Al canot deal with ...this...whatever 1t 1is
<<ANoO, I dondt need any esphdedangmer edabt ht bt hk
anymore...0>>

Space. She had asked Luthor for space. He smiled to himself. Even if she pulled away from him
after this it would be worth it. She may never forgive him, but he was willing to take that chance

as long as it guaranteedh at Lut hor was no | onger a fixture
take it well but Lois was quick to nip it in the bud and tell him to let go of her arm rather loudly

for the bystanders to hear. He 6 dhinplmue n r eady t

thankfully he had been too stunned to do anything.

Now here he was standing outside her apartment door, trying to get the nerve to knock.
O6Her e goekse nloitfhtiendg, h6i s hand up to knock on Loi

He heard her rustling inside the apag nt bef ore answering the door,
here?o0

AWe need to talkeéo He said stepping inside as
She was quiet for a moment, AOh, now you want
Hewiced, Al shouldndt have done that.o

She crossed her arms over her chest, circling

He twisted his mouth slightly, unsure of how
he said catching her gaze.

Lois caught hisgazeatdur ned away, AWhat did you want to

How in the world did he even begin to tell her what he wanted to tell her?
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OHey Lois you know th
you canodt even ogibve t

at
he
0 Y e a h He ithaught to himself.

Baby steps...

She was doing everything she could do avoid h

their kiss as he had. Maybe there was a chance? She was in love with f@galiehad torn
him up fa almost a year...watching her ignore him while swooning over Superman. If he did this

there was no going back. He would never know
Kent.

<<fiwhat do you mean, O6he?6 CIl ar klse.yooare speak a
Superman, Clark. o

Al guess | feel |l i ke 1'6m I osing myself to the

ifiltdéds the man beneath the suit t hat we care a

<<AClark, it'"s obvious you | ove hwhateverEven i f
reason your father and | dondét wunderstand. .. O
ABecause she doesné6t. .. o

AYou are putting her at risk every moment you
what you have told us about this man is true...Do you seriously wasawe Lois with this
man?o>>

Al wanted to talk to you about...us,0 he said
ﬁUs?b Lois shook her head. ALook, just becaus
0

AYou didndt seem in shock to me, 0 he smirked

Lois glared at him. AYou took me by surprise.
He took another step toward her, AYou kissed

Al wasécuriouséo She said hurriedly, not | ook
ACurious?0 He echoed. fAAbout what?0
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ACI ark, dono6ét éodo She s adsdared bdtaof hing, persBlleuttteo ul d t el
situati on Over the past year hedd | earned th
professional | ifeéwhen it came to her persona
her heart bmakenmeidneaypynidt. o

He had to take this slow. The last thing he wanted to do was scare her off. Right now she seemed

|l i ke she was teetering on the edge. AOkay, 0 h
Lois glanced at him with an amused expressi, Al t 6s a bit | ate for di
ANo, |l mean, yes, itos | ate for dinner tonigh
how to continue. @Al want you to go out with m

Lois |l et out a sharp br eghddlseemiigtonubbiroeer.Bles ki ng m
lowered his head for a moment, unsure of what her reaction was going to be. She seemed to
sense his nervousness and placed a hand on hi

AYes, 0 He whispered, meet i rdgheahherheag pourginginSh e wa
her chest.

ACl ark, this is...O0

He cut her off, pushing ever so slightly, #fALO
have a |ist a mile | ong about why not to, but
evenng proved anything...Il think maybe you feel
moved to cup her cheek. Al 6m not Cl aude and |
Al'l 1 dm asking for is a chance. 0

ACl ark, we wor k t cegattette rWh.a.te viefr yidta yd.o.e.sWeddt wor
voice grew shaky.

Hi s thumb moved to trace her jaw | ine and he
AJust dinner?0 She asked.

AJust dinner, 0 he repeated.

AAnd i f it dobhepronfpted wor k out ?0 S

AWedbl |l always be friends, 0 he promised.

Her defenses seemed to have fallen completely

handle us not being friendseéeo

il coul dnot he

eit r, L , Yyou mesderaghimbuthenuc h t
was afraid of pushing C

~

O much. il .. .0

,_,._.
o w
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She cut him off as she | eaned up to kiss him
kiss.

He | et out a sigh of relief, smilingowroadly
night ?0

*k%k

Lex stared at the security system hidden in his office angrily. He hit the rewind button and hit
play again, watching the scene unfold once more. One moment Lois was jabbing Kent in the
chest and appeared toymling at him and the next moment he leaned in and kissed her. Not, a
soft peck. .. Noé

Lex threw the remote angrily. AHow dare he? H
After | earning of Lois6 past hedd gone out of
physicalhleyré shheowoul d be a gentl eman. It appear

ANo wonder she was so traumatized, 0 he mused
Lois push away from Kent and run out ao@fe the <c
the gesture. Kent seemed to be shocked when she left. Lex smiled to himself. There was no way
Lois Lane would ever seriously entertain the idea of anything serious or romantic with that hack.

He was beneath her. It appeared to have shaken her gitit€&he said she needed space but

right now he wasndét willing to give her too m

*k%k

Lois sighed, leaning against the door frame of her apartment, closing the door after Clark. She
glanced at the clock and sighed. It was times like this sheedikucy was still living in

Metropolis with her. She missed being able to talk to her about anything at any time of night. It
was ten ob6ébclock in Metropolis which meant it
catch Lucy before she got too far irgindy mode.

She reached for the phone and dialed her si st
playing a techno tune in the background. She
with those ringback tones. It was just annoying. Maybs o meone doesnét | i ke t

think of that?

AHel |l 0?0 Lucy answered the phone.
ALucy, youbre up'!o Lois sighed in relief when
AYes, thatés why | answered the phone, Lois, o
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1

So, hoorbrsi &€2ad ilfoi s asked, not wanting to get
t had been awhile since theydd been able to

Altdés good. | 6ve been trying to work odd end
Al thought you were working with dad?0 Lois a
lucy sighed, ALoi s, I dondot know why | thought
with Menken | thought maybe daddy had changed
but workeéagain.o

Al 6m sorry, Luce, 0 Ldightsaisch edaf thlayd. wli méehg ehero
came rushing back. She hated the fact that her sister had to figure out the hard way just how
much Dr. Sam Lane didndét prioritize his fami/l

back...She missed her. She vienl about her taking a semester off from school to work on her
relationship with their dad.

Alts fine, o6 Lucy sighed. Al met a few friends
|l may come back to Metropolis in a few months
A Real |syageéd happily.

ADond6t sound so excited, sis,o0 Lucy | aughed.
AYou know | do, Luce, itds just not the same
Al miss you too, sis,0 Lucy said with a sigh,
AYeah,noodidoeids. #fAltds been a crazy few months. o
AYou still seeing Lex Luthor?0 Lucy teased.
Lois sighed, AWell éo

AAh, 0 Lucy nodded. AWhat happened?o0

Al 6m taking a bit of a ébreak from Lex. 0 Lois

=]
—
>

ank God!o0o Lucy said in relief.

ALucy! awwgleids IA&¥ou were the one that was pushi

AThat was when you didnét have any other suit
you didndét end up an ol d maidébut Lex just di
youthinki t odd that he never asked about your fam
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X, is a busy man. .. 0 Lois began to argue.

i's, he was dating you...pursuing youél nev
were going out f or talkmoosw nau cyhe aarb cauntd tyhoeu (g

d that a bit odd?o

1, 1é0

me an, Il know more about Clark than | do ab

ter. Youbdbve got prospectseéeo

at prospects do you think I have?0 Lois as
what about Clark? Heds pretty cute. | thi

cyeo Lois could feel the blush creeping on

me on, Lois...0 Lucy said. fAltds been thre

know, thatdéds actwually what | wantedéo

v eseeytloewayhe looks at you? | mean, | would kill to have a guy look at me like

t €0

ke what 20 Lois asked.

ke youbdbre the only person in the room. . . |
| dél i keéo

ay, | get it! o Loi st eraGsd,mikmd wiansy g auisng .whfeC
ted to talk to you about. o

ally?06 Lucy asked intrigued. AKeep tal king
ki ssed me, 0 Lois said softly.

, my God! Define kissed youéo Lucy pressed
ssed meékissed meéelikeéo

ssed youulikeeedmakakyoki ssed you?0 Lucy a

re |Ii ke 6make my toes curl 6 kiss, o0 Lois <co
w, 0 Lucy said with a sigh. ASo, he kissed
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ABefore | knew what had happemekd Ilofkii stsheed khism
Lois admitted shyly.

AOf course you did, o Lucy sighed, fALois, you
Al know, 0 Lois admitted, AANnyway, | have been
outwhat to do next then next thing | know CIl arKk
Lucy squealed in |l aughed, AAre you serious? P
AYes, |l |l et him inéo Lois sighed, recalling h
slamthedoom hi s f ace, but another partéthe part t
backéwanted him to stay.

AAnd?0 Lucy peErsoommpgt evdoiicne .a fsLiongs ? 0

Lois sighed, AAnd he asked me out éo

AOn a date??0 Lucy squealed in excitement, AY
Lois sighed, AYes, eventually.o
AEventual |l y?6 Lucy echoed. fALois you have a h
date you. There is no eventually. o

ANo, see, there is an eventually...because |

5t

Three year s, LoibtosLbegnremiedegdeaes. 0
AHe hurt me, 0 Lois said softly as a tear roll

AHeds not Claude, 0 Lucy reminded her.

Al know that, o Lois said softly. #Altbés scary,
fall slowly.
Al knogwu kwtndét hi de forever.o Lucy reminded h

into mom?0o0

AGod, no!o Lois admoni shed. Their mother had
divorce. She was bitter and angry and let everyone around her know it.

A S
em

go n a date with Clarkénet Luicpm kias sl you
ati I he

o, 0
p h cally. fAHe may not be Super man but
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ASo what am | supposed to do withcanllhavee ff eel i
feelings fore?o

Al dondt think you have feelings for Super man
AYou don6ét?0 Lois asked.

ANo, you have a...celebrity crushéan infatuat
have real feelings Wohi méom. You dondét even kn
Al know enoughéo Lois sniffed.

ARi ght 20 Lucy asked, AWhatodés his name?0

ASuperman, 06 Lois said.

ANot the name you named him, Lois, but his re
remember? You are afraid of being hurt so you throw yourdelfr@lationships with

unattainable men. If Superman were to walk up to you right now and declare his love for you

you would run for the hillséodo Lucy continued.
AThat i s not...O0 Lois stopped, realizing a |I|i
AFine. Stay in deni al all you want, o Lucy con
Al 6m going to go out with Clark tomorrow nigh
AANnd?o

Lois smiled, AAnd youbre going to come back h

Al miwst oo, sis,o0 Lucy admitted. fAMaybe | coul
dondét talk yourself out of a healthy relation

ALook whooés talking...0 Lois admoni shed.
AAt | east 1 6m not afraid to |l enopeaphra@aiidnt ol t
Lucy corrected ATake a chance, Lois, please.

AOkay, 06 Lois said softy as a tear ran down he

*k*

Clark sighed, resting his head against the soft pillow of his bed as he willed sleep to come. After
Lois had left the Planet ldecided to do his patrol around Metropolis. It had been fairly quiet.
Hebéd stopped by Jackds to check in on him. Af
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hedd brought him back and then headed toward
Luthor drove away with a smirk. It felt good to know that him kissing Lois had affected her so

much. He never wanted to push her for more than friendship until she was ready but with Luthor

in her | ife hedd been af r awitdheodvingwhlyaSuperenanifl d h a
it meant keeping Lex Luthor away from Lois.

Tonight, hedd been ready to tell her everythi
eyeséfearéhedd chickened out. He di dndét want
decisionrhe woul d tell herébut not when she was sti
afterward he would tell her he was Super manét
everything about Luthor. He coul &ssédthimseem t o
back....and she6éd agreed to go out with him.

He cringed inwardly as he imagined the worst case scenarios of what would happen when he told
her everything. Would she hate him? Would she be alitedove him for lying to her for
al most a year? Everything was finally falling

6You cané6t have a rel at i oeraerinded himselt h her witho
Part of him had been tempted n odeeingbuthbred I her

what was the harm? Of course, another part of him...the part that sounded a lot like his mom told
him otherwise.

<<AAI I my | ife you guys have told me never to
ALois is different.o

AShebs family. o0o>>

Family. Thatwaswhati s mom had called Loi s. He prayed o
pull away from him after he told her the trut
<<AClark, we work together...everyday. .. Wedr e
AWhat if it does?o0

nJust di nner ?20
nJusdinner, O

And i f it doesnodt work out?090

St

St

Weodl |l always be friends. o0>>

He silently prayed he would be able to keep that promise as he drifted into a fitful sleep.
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*k%k

The next day Perry had decided to go over budget cuts that were being maddaatethé\Rer
the fiasco with Carpenter the Pl anet was stil

on O0the bossé to the smaller conference room
ANoO more paid | unc he sngoverffty dollarshdstocomgwita st s f or
manager approval, o Perry continued.

Clark sighed, shaking his head. He knew it was only a matter of time before the Planet bounced
back but it was frustrating having to deal with budget cuts like this. It medmlyifoaid for

l unch for a source Itod be coming out of thei
He gl anced next to him and smiled when he cau
than normal this morning. He hadndét hcadit a cha
|l ooked | i ke shedédd gotten her nails done. He dd

during the meeting.

He did his best to avoid being too conspicuous. The last thing he needed right now was for him
to give the Planet gossip hounds sormggho run their mouth about. For now at least he wanted

to keep things quietélet things progress natu

it didndot belong. He didndét think Lois woul d

either..especially after what happened with Claude.

He noticed a notepad shoved in his lap from underneath the table and held in a chuckle when he

read it.

/'l Stop |l ooking at your | ap. Youodre going to m

He caught her gaze and snackfor a moment then took a pen and responded.

/'l Candt help it. Keep thinking about I ast nig

He watched the slow smile form across her face and watched as she scribbled something else on

the notepad.

/IMe too.//

He caught her gaze and smiled ha8ke seemed to be thinking of something else to write when

Perry interrupted their private conversation,

on yesterday. .. How far did you get?0

Lois sighed, AUmM, not as far as webd | i keébo

A. .. tihleredsl et of .. .holes... 0 he added.

ABut wedre definitely onto something big...O0
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Perry eyed them critically for a moment then nodded. Did he know? Clark held in a sigh. Of

course he knew. He was Perry White. Nothing went dhemewsroom without Perry being

wise to it. Perr yhdhet weultl ,a Il owa ndir atwd ,s efieUhwh at
enough for print maybe we can get something i
Lois shook her head, pmrlitmts. .s.td QI aar khino dded shki
Perry nodded, fAOkay, well stay on it. Il 611 se
They nodded their agreement. Perry turned to the chart behind him and continued. He let out a

sigh in relief and then felt the notepad ladhis lap once more. He glanced at Lois who looked
away, trying to give the pretense of paying a
//Where are we going for dinner? What do | need to wear?//

He fought the urge to laugh, opting for a smirk instead and respdmaleding the notepad back
to her.

/' /11téds a surprise. Wear whatever you want. Yo

He saw the blush on her cheeks and smiled to himself. She scribbled something else on the
notepad and handed it back to him.

/I hate surprise.//

He sighed, recalling their conversation about magic during their research on the illusionist,
Constance that was kidnapping children for money.

/' 1/ Not this one. Dinner and optional dancing.

She smirked and lookedbaakt hi m. He coul dnét help but smil
turning in her head, fAOkay, thatodés it, o Perry
to Lois and Clark, AYou two, meet me in the o

yowbwot on this O6boss. 60

They nodded their agreement and headed for the smaller conference room where their research
had been moved to get ready for their meeting with Perry.

*k*x

After their meeting with Perry Lois and Clark headed back toward theirdeskd f ound Loi s
desk covered in three dozen bouquets of roses. Clark bit the inside of his lower lip to suppress

the groan and curse he wanted to make. He knew those were not from him and there was only

one other person who would...
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She stared at her dem shock, taking the note from the roses and shook her head in disgust.

ANi ce to know he can | isten, 0 she handed him
an appointment...Can you get Ji mmy these. .. . do
here when | get backéo

He nodded, AYeah, no problem, 6 He watched her
read t h note shedd handed hi m.

/ILois,

|l know you need space. Please know I 0om thinki
Lex//

Clark crumbled up thenoten hi s hand then called Ji mmy over
AWhat 6s up CK?0 Ji mmy asked.

ALois had to run an errand. .. Can you do somet
here when she came back... 0 At Jimmyobés confus
hospitals or nursing homes or even shelters to see if any of them would be interested in a flower
delivery? 1061l do the drop off i f neededéo
Jimmy gave him a perplexed | ook then nodded,

some calls.

Clark silently willed his anger to subside. Things were different now. He was not going to let

Luthor ruin what had started out to be a wonderful day. He had too much riding on tonight to let
himself dwell on his anger at Luthor. He headed toward the small cordai@mm where most

of the research theydd done the previous day
AHey, how you doing?o0

Jack smiled at him, AaStill a | ot of holes huh
Cl ark nodded, nAnYeah, weob6re still trying to pi
Jek was quiet a moment then said, Al &dm thinki
AWhat 20 Clark asked, surprised.

Al 6ve got to cover my back...Dennyods.. .0 Jack
AYou dondét know Luthor | ike | do,hepolcduati k bega
they had more to go on. Lut hor had too many p
go to the police just yet, o0 Clark said. AYou
on him yet. o
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Jack shook homr threemadst mdetls vieadr two years relyi

know somethingds up. What happens i f we wai't
ASuper man isnodét going to | et anything happen
him.

AWhat aregyto do?0 Jack asked. AYou dondt Kkno
Superman does. ..l tdés not | ike the guy can wat
people |Ii ke him. They get what they want by m

but have plenty of police and politicians in their pocket for a rainy day...We gotta bring him
downéo

Al agree, 0 Clark nodded. Al just dondét want t
on than your Dbl indf ol de dratibrDapdcroSéddis &msoveohsk hi s
chest as he stared down at the table in front of him.

AYou think hebés the boss dondét you?0 Jack ask

Clark didndét say anything. Al dondt Kknow. I h
Aébut nothing concr etbeté &k nJoawc kh oswi gghueyds. | fi Ykoeu hd ot
never going to have anything concrete. I f you
That s how guys | i ke him work. oo

AJack, | 6m not going to | et anything happen t
Jack sighed. AThanks for having Superman take
parents died...for so long | was all he had. o
Al know, 06 Clark said. AWhich is why | want to
police untiwehave nough to start an investigation. o
Jack nodded, fAOkay. o

A knock at the conference room door caught their attention and they looked over to see Jimmy
carrying a stack of files. fAChief said to pul
year. Where do you want it?0 He struggled unde

somewhere cl ose?b90

Here, 0o Clark took the stack from Ji mmy and p
Thanks Ji mmy. 0

= 1 R 1}

Jimmy nodded and looked at Clark withmis | e . ANo sweat, CK. Coates
by to pick up the flowers for their Spring festival within the hour. Should be gone by the time
Lois gets back. o
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Clark nodded, AThanks Jimmy | owe you one. o0
Jimmy wore a broad grin and Jack looked at himtwh a s mi r k, AWhatoés with
swall ow a hanger or something?bo

Jimmy | aughed and shook his head, #ANo, 0 He | o

AWhat 20 Cl ark | ooked back at him i mpatientl vy,

~

AOh, jusg woantdewasn up with you and Lois during
pressed, taking a seat at the table.

Clark sighed, AWhat are you talking about?o0

AOh, come on, CK, donét give me that, o Ji mmy

thatwau |l d have made the Cheshire cat envious, AY
meeting...and grinning at each ot her. t hen f
two never agree on anything...then Lois is wanting the roses from Luthor goypeoandd r e

hel ping. .. Whatodés up?0o9

Clark gave him his best innocent | ook and jus
because he knew what a terrible |iar he was.

rescues were getting lamer and lamer.

Thankfully Jack interjected, pushing Ji mmyoés

you €eéyoudd know, o0 Jack pushed past Ji mmy, Al

Ji mmy watched Jack | eave and smiled with a kn
anyone. Whatdéds going on? Rumor has iternshe dum
cozy this morning...what gives?o0

Hearing a cry for help he |l eapt to his feet t
ABut . . . O

ASee you | ater, 0 h derescaloan, Hetheaded tovward the storagefcloseth e ¢
with the only window high enough he could fly out of and headed toward the cries for help that
only he could hear at the moment.

*k*x

After her hair appointment Lois headed to Luthor Towers to confronahewut the flowers. He
obviously was having a hard time understandin
going to even entertain the idea of anything with him while she was seeing Clark. After his

heartfelt confession and her talk with Lucy laigf she had decided to take a chance and see

where this thing with Clark went. If that kiss was any indication of what was to come ...
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She | et out a shaky breath and stepped off th
she found a tall bmette in a sharp business suit with a skirt way too short and a blouse way too

l ow cut. She shook her head in disgust, cross
Al need to talk to Lex, 0 Lois said coolly.
AHed6l |l just be adwthasmiee, 0 t he woman sai

Los nodded, Al 611 wait.o

A few uncomfortable minutes passed and Lex entered the office from another door that was
hi dden behind the bookcase. Lois arched an ey
before? Had he ever used tdabr in front of her before?

ALois, so good to see you darling, 06 Lex said
She stepped out of his grasp and turned back
anymore dondédt you get?0

AYou sai dspaceneettedcorrected.

AUntil you tried to O0handled me then | deci de
ADonb6t send me fl owers. Donét send me gifts
ALoi séo He began.

Al 6m serious! o0 Loistsmnapped. waYou mendwr Cimamk h
youéthat | ...0

AAh, vyes, the accusations from Kent, 0 Lex mus
have .you canét. .. o

AOf what we...? Wow. .. Do you totiagr . gidfumed el f ? L
Lex ignored the statement and continued, tryi
|l ast night after what happened with you and K
AHow do you know something happeacedsleadst Alirgh
spying on me!?06 His eyes widened slightly and
away from me, 0 she snapped before |l eaving.

*k%k

Once he made sure all passengers were safe after he stopped a train near the Metropolis Transit
Railroad that had lost control when the brakes went out, Clark headed to Smallville to discuss the
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latest developments with his parents. Jack was convinced Luthor would come after him. He was
paranoid, but for good r e auswhatJackHhad centidedinhimh adn 6
Lois had said she was taking a break from Lex Luthor for the moment so at least for a little while
she was out of his reach, but he knew she was
he real |l y waasaboutluhorlgd €larlptiEnkiagrabout what would happen if

Luthor were to come after him. He needed to make sure his parents were protected. He needed

to warn them.

Clark flew up to the familiar barn and saw his dad was on the ladder, paintingaitézfup
behind him and placed a hand on his dadbs bac

Clark!o Jonathan | ooked a bit shaken, | ooki n
uni form, fAWarn me next time you sneak up on m

1

ASgrr dad, 06 Clark said sheepi shl yshili, grbbbinge chang
another bucket of paint and opening it. He dipped a spare brush in the paint and floated up next

to his dad to help.

Jonathan eyed him wihtihn ga ykonuo waanngt |tooo kt,a | ikS oanbeot u
Cl ark sighed, Al om a bit nervous about tonigh
AToni ght ?0

Al d&m taking Lois to dinner tonight, o Clark sa
off his face.

Jonathanisnghé@dSofibave you two talked?5o0

ASort of, 06 Clark admitted sheepishly.

ACl arkéo Jonathan began with a | ook of disapp

Al was going to tell her everything | ast nigh

AWhat do y weregong®tnelylouher | ast night?0 Jonat har

Al dondt know what happened. |l just. .. kissed

sheepishly, Al think | scared her.o

ARi ght into Lex Luthordés arms?o0 Jonathan shoo

ANo, 0 hloakr khiss head. il over heard her tel]l hin

after. ..o

AOver heard her?0 Jonathan | ooked at him with
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Al know, | shoul dnét have been | istening in b
AAnywayahdwealtked to her afterwardéo

ABut you still havendét told her?0o

Clark shook his head, Af0No, | asked her out on
me and then said yes, butéo

Jonathan wore an amused look as Clark fumbled to find his waéedsas nervous. He knew his

dad could tell. fASo she kissed you huh?o
AYeah, 0 Clark smiled broadly, recalling the Kk
AWho kissed who?0 Martha asked, walking up to
broadly and Marthaseemédo be abl e to tell from Clarkoés ex
you finally tell her?o

Clark shook his head, ANot yet. o

ACl ark, 0 Martha gave him that motherly tone.

Jonathan interrupted, patting Cl ardottmdo. t he ba
Hebés going to tel]l her tonightéon his dateéwi
Martha smiled conspiratorially, AOh, really?o
Clark smiled shyly, AYes, really. |l 6m going t

out here. 0

A Oh, | thought nitt t was bao nhe®&l domat han teased,
Clark |l aughed, Al wish. No, itdés about Luthor
Lois sighed, swaying in the ivory green dress

herself in the mirror. Clark had tolélr  t o wear somet hing comfortahb
that meant. It was a date so she figured she needed to dress up somewhat. She examined the

dress critically in the mirror. It was a sleeveless ivory green dress with lace detail on the bodice.

It camedown to her ankles. She had curled her hair and she had to admit she looked great.

She | et out a quiet breath. This had to work.
didndét. A light knock at t he docmgattherclool,bunced C
ASeven od6clock on the dot. o
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She opened the door and found Clark standing in front of her in a charcoal suit with a solid black
tie. She smiled, eying him up and down. It wa
crazyouttndi sh ties to the office. Shedd only see
admit, he looked incredible in his charcoal suit.

60Or in a towel é6

Her mind reminded her of the memory of him standing in front of her in a towel during their first
assignment together. That memory had fueled so many fantasies. Now, with him in front of her

|l i ke this, knowing tonight could | ead to her
involuntarily.

AHIi , 0 she managed to squeak out nervously.

A Hi , miledhat hess glancing up and down her once before meeting her eyes with a smile,
AYou | ook beautiful .o

She smiled. Another thing that separated Clark Kent from anyone else... He never leered at her.

Not once had she noticed him leering at her body bléraatching her gaze and seeing her for

who she was. fAYou | ook pretty handsome your se
shawl that matched her dress before turning to leave, making sure to lock the door before they

left.

***

Lois watched Grk through her eyelashes as she took a sip of her wine, savoring the taste that
molded on her tongue with the flavors of the wine and the divine pasta. How he had gotten them

into Foquet one of the most exclusive restaurants in Metropolis in suchistott i ce s hedd n
know. He seemed to be as nervous as she was. This was new territory. They already knew so
much about one another but nowéthis was diffe

This was so different from her dates with Lex. It had been a feeling of awe in a world she nev
really felt |i ke she belonged in. Opening up
6dates. 6 But with Clark. .. He was still the o
man made sure every man knew what a bad lay she was beférelh t aken an assi gn:
Washington. She did her best to push thoughts about him out of her mind as she focused on

Clark.

Somehow theydd gotten onto the subject of col
done after graduatingand sheghdr s ome of what shebéd grown up \
Things shedéd never shared with anyone but her
made her want to divulge every thought and fear without thinking twice about it.

Aéanyway, nmry isre nhiogh yeah ool I had a huge fight
said quietly. Shedd never told anyone but Luc
knew some parts, but neveré

50 | Page

@



Folc4evernaday

AYou never told me that, o aBlégemtlk t ook her hand
Aln vino veritas, o she whispered softly, opti
gaze as she took another sip of her wine, set
di sappointed he never hapdshtat pnenory ousof her msnd.e s i gh
She didndét want to think about her family rig

that chocolate molten cake that was sitting in front of Clark with only two bites taken out of it.

AAnd you wewoctmeut &odlldbd famous reporter to pr
intertwining his fingers with hers from across the table.

AMaybe, 06 She admitted shyly. She glanced at t
t hat ?20

Clark didndét seenont,o fnooctuisceed tihnes tgeuaeds on f i ni sh
dondét you quit? Now you can do what you want ?
Lois smiled broadly, thinking for a moment, f
eyebrows at him, brushing her thumb against hiswti®,i d t hey gi ve you an e
that ?0

Clark blushed, realizing heb6éd forgotten about
cake on it, offering it to her. #ASorry, here.

She opened her mouth for him to feed it to her. As the chodutdier taste buds she closed her

eyes, savoring the taste as she felt the musc
reali zed what she was doing to hi méwhat she w
and |l aughed, Al hate myself .0

He held up the fork with another bite, fAReady

A No, [ think |1 need a moment to recover, 0 Loi
what about you?o

Al 6m fine, 6 he pushed the plate toward her. 0
Lois laugte d , realizing he wasndédt understanding wha
your parents. Did you ever have any big fight
Cl ark was quiet a moment, #ALittle ones mostly
mo mentl dibatsgs you could say | was your basic
Lois smiled, AThe perfect son. o

Clark smiled teasingly, ANow, itéds not easy b
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Lois |l aughed, holding his hand, dAlt never is,
t heywglued about the invisible man and hedd tol
time.

He smiled at her, seeming to recall the same
time people are really honestly expressing themselves is wheénthey passi onate. . .t |
veneer of society drops awayéli ke when theyor
Aféor make | ove, 0 Lois nodded, fingering this
the heat of desire in his eyes she knew was reflected in her own. Wasah&sthinking

of é?

60h, Godeéebd

He cleared his throat and smiled nervously, 0

room where the band that had been providing the background music for the evening was playing.
There were a few couples thad taken advantage of the space and begun to dance to the music.

ASure, 0 she smiled, happy he hadnét taken her
know what she was so afraid of. He had told h
She allowed him to lead her to the dance floor and enjoyed the feeling of his arms on her waist as
she rested her hands on his shoulders as they began to sway to the music.

Youbre the Il ight, youdre the night
Youdbre the color of my blood
Youodr e tiuhér e utrtee p/ai n

Youdre the only thing | wanna touch

Never knew that it could mean so much, so much
You're the fear, | don't care

Cause I've never been so high

Follow me to the dark

Let me take you past our satellites

You can see the world you brought to, lifelife

She could smell his cologne as she rested her head against his chest, inhaling his scent. How had
this happened? How had she not seen the signs for so long? She had fallen for her partner, her
best friend. | t was o0 beJvernlaved hdr.aVacitemoegt? about he

So love me like you do,-la-love me like you do
Love me like you do, {&a-love me like you do

Touch me like you do,ta-touch me like you do
What are you waiting for?

Fading in, fading out

On the edge of paradise

Evely inch of your skin is a holy grail I've got to find
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Only you can set my heart on fire, on fire

Yeah, I'll let you set the pace

Cause I'm not thinking straight

My head spinning around | can't see clear no more
What are you waiting for?

Clark sighed,hodng Loi s cl ose as the chords to the so
the perfect timing of this song. It had taken him aback when Lois had mentioned making love

during their conversation. The intimacy of the evening had grown easily and thétsasian

was thick. He needed to tell her, even i f it
be able to forgive him.

Love me like you do, {&a-love me like you do (like you do)
Love me like you do, d&a-love me like you do

Touch me likgou do, tata-touch me like you do

What are you waiting for?

Love me like you do, {&a-love me like you do (like you do)
Love me like you do, d&a-love me like you do (yeah)
Touch me like you do,@a-touch me like you do

What are you waiting for? (ahhh

Lois sighed, looking up at Clark as they danced together. How had she not realized what a good
dancer he was before? She noticed a stray curl of his hair that had fallen on his face and reached
up to brush it out of his face. She smiled when she natieedervous expression on his face. It
somehow made her feel better to know he wasn
as nervous as she was. Giving her heart to h
Taking a chanceé

0
i

I'll let you set the pace

Cause I'm not thinking straight

My head spinning around | can't see clear no more
What are you waiting for?

He could feel himself trembling when she brushed her hand against his forehead, pushing the
stray hair out of his face. Hehadtosmil at t hat . |t was a gesture h
times but never had she done that to him...not even as Superman.

Love me like you do, d&-love me like you do (like you do)
Love me like you do, {&a-love me like you do (yeah)
Touch me like youd] tata-touch me like you do

What are you waiting for? (ahhh)

This would work. It had to. Clark was her best friend. He knew her better than anyone and he
understood her better than anyone. He was. . .r
convinceher sel f, i n the beginning, he was in | ove
seemed to have faced some hard truths with that notion. He was unattainable. Safe. Unlike Clark
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who was right here, ready to give himself to her completely. Supermanwasméra f ant asy.

Clark was real.

She glanced up at him through her eyelashes and noticed he seemed to be holding her as if it was
the last time he was going to touch her. Trying to reassure him, she reached up and brushed her
lips against his lips.

Love mdike you do, lala-love me like you do (like you do)
Love me like you do, d&a-love me like you do (ohh, ahh)
Touch me like you do,a-touch me like you do (ahh)
What are you waiting for? (ahh)

Clark groaned inwardly when he heard the soft moan cofrong Lois as he deepened the kiss
between them. He kissed her like his life depended on it, cupping her cheek as she slipped her
tongue inside his mouth, teasing him with the soft taste of chocolate from earlier.

Remembering they were still in public Blewly broke off the kiss, tracing the outline of her jaw
with his thumb and rested his head against h
whispered.

ifltdos not?0 She smiled.

~

ALet &6s get out of here, 0 he vinhbackpeheirtableasShe s
he pulled out his wallet to pay the check and they headed out.

*k%k

Lois sighed against the soft cushion of CIar
cup of coffee in from the &G@ffebeafteleddi songuy
expected to stop at a coffee shop, not to go
seemed really nervous.

He handed her a cup of coffee. She smiled wh
likingandtookess i p, APerfect. o He smiled and took a
cof fee table, ASoéo0 She began nervously. He
herself in his eyeséin his armseé

ASo, 0 he began ner vous Inyquadkdd me about atyobig fightsiwith e me
my parentseéeo

She nodded, AfYeah. o

AWell, there was something we fought about t

what my. .. biggest secret is. o0

Lois smiled, recalling deenp eshte ddda rdkearsatn dseedc rt eot
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stashing Eugene Latterman at her apartment. i

Clark nodded. AWhat |1 O6m about to tell you. ..y
was taught not to share this viainyone for so long...l guess it just became second nature not to
ever éo He shook his head nervously.

Lois placed a hand on his cheek, AClark, what
He sighed in relief for a momeat |l gnttacdeti nee
tell you thiséldm crazy about you, but before
want to screw this up.o

Lois smiled, cupping his cheek, AYoubre not s

Clark sighed nervously. He seemed to eomplate something for a moment then stood up and
headed toward the stereo to turn it on, fADo vy
and you suggested | bring an extra suit to wo

Lois nv¥ddked, ydu got filthy from that explosi o

Clark hung his head as he found the album he was looking for. He opened the disk player and

placed the ¢cd in and pressed play, AWel |l when
was adopneddedLainsg he continued, Al never tol
pressed play and the soft chords of Frank Sin

Lois smiled, Al | ove this song. o

Al know, 06 he said, extehdmegohis hand to hers
She nodded, taking his hand as he pulled her
earlieréo She reminded hi m.

Fly me to the moon

Let me play among the stars

Let me see what spring is like on

A-Jupiter and Mars

In other words, hold my mal

In other words, baby, kiss me

Al 6m getting to that, o6 he whispered, @Al was f
after what | ooked |Iike a meteor | anded there.

~

AOh, Clark, o0 Lois reached up t o ngtbsavoktee hi s ch
feel of her hand against him.

Fill my heart with song and let me sing for ever more
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You are all | long for

All I worship and adore

In other words, please be true
In other words, | love you

He continued, ref usi erglcdme frosntaredmeithefdid mypamnmsdét Kk n o
Theyodd thought maybe a Russian experiment or
but felt |Iike something was off. I didndét fin
forced to tell meéo

Lois|l ooked at him quizzically, fAForced to tell

Fill my heart with song

Let me sing for ever more

You are all | long for, all I worship and adore
In other words, please be true

In other words

In other words

| love you

Clark nodded, &l kdddnéds gegosiokdas | found I
tensed up as she began to realize what he was
coul dndét see, hear things others couldndt, an

fAéef |l yé mashed dusin realization as he floated them above the ground, keeping a firm
grasp on her waist.

***

Clark stared at Lois for what felt |ike an et
destroy him. Even t hou gtmethimglike that oldbfears framihis k s h e
childhood stil] haunted hi mé

Finally, Lois spoke, ASo, youdbre ...Super man.

floor and noticed they were still floating a few inches off the floor.

He noddedididtLth &t wasmbét really dancing. . .this
AOh, God... o0 She |l et out a shaky breath, | ook
his waist.

Al 6ve got you, 0 he reassured her.

She hung her head, uncertain of how to form thestions that were probably forming in her
mind. fAWha....Why are you . .. |l mean. . . ?0
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Clark noticed the shakiness in her voice and
head aroundéo He sighed, Altdéds a | ot. o

AClI é1 mean, whato dSoh el aesvkeend cnaelrlv oyuosul ?y .

ASame thing youdve always called me...when 1|6
6Clark, 66 He smiled at her. Altds jJjust a cost
hel p people. 0 He siglked, tilmeknowdygespr ohalsl y
understand why | did what | did Youdbre bein
Al think 1 6m stildl in shock, 0 she said softly
Clark nodded, Al wunderstand. .. o

ASo, thatoés why youdbére always running offeéeodo S
He nodded, fiYes, 0 he smirked, Al &m not very g
t hing. |l hate | ying. Never was any good at it

AAnd why you had Supermanés globe, 0 she nodde
youdd st edlkesdareatthiong |

He hung his head, Al wasné6t sure how to tel]l

ASo, why now?0 Lois asked.

He sighed, AThere are things | need to tell vy
everything. It was acétoually momés idea to tel
Lois sighed, AYour mom? Right, Martha... o0 He

you have to tell meéldédm guessing it is big if
they didnét want you tell i negs tanrydoanye?édl sS hteh aats kwe
began to fall into babble mode.

He smiled at her, ANo, 0 He cupped her cheek,

because | wanted to . O

She seemed to relax slightly ik AbsufBrms¢ fASo
AYes, 0 he nodded, resting his head against he
Al 6m trying to wrap my head around this...eve
he smiled at her and she glared at him, dAltods
Al didnot, ¢ ae aqngitd.i ng
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AYou smirked, 0 she challenged, | inking her ar
here?o0

Al dondt know, 0 he said softly. AHow mad are
She seemed to think about it for a moment, #l
AYou dondt knowdsion. He asked in con

ANO, | dondt, 06 she sighed. Al guess a part of
time | cané6t really pinpoint when youodd have
why. . .and your r eas oni ullggitbvwrhBverything Ithoughtwag ue s s |
one way i s. 0

A di fferent, 0 he nodded. @Al know, 0 She reac
pal m AWhat 20 He asked. She reached up and mu
seewhat | mi ssed .for a year. o

Awell , | was trying to hideéod He said softly.
ASo was | é0 She said softly. She felt the tea

Not now. He seemed to sense her withdrawal and floated them back to the floor.

AmMésorry, 0 he whispered. Al never wanted to h
Al get Iitéodo She smiled through her tears, Alt
He nodded, ADo you...feel up for a flight?o

She smiled, AWhy not?0

He cupped her cheek for a moment then stepped back, rgpinto the Superman suit before
her eyes. She blinked in surprise, stunned to see him change in front of her before her eyes. He
scooped her wup in his arms and whispered, ATh

***

Lois gasped in surprise as they driftabove the clouds. She looked around, shivering at the
sudden cold air that surrounded them. Clark wrapped his cape around her, making sure to cover

her shoul ders, fABetter?o0

She nodded, Altoés beautiful up here. 0o

He nodded, | ook i nnge ahreoruen da,n di Ij uusste ds otrot coof dr i f
starsénot knowing where | fit inébo
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Lois looked up at him tenderly, uncertain of what to say. The emotions on his face spoke
volumes. The loneliness she could relate to. So many nights of pushingrevargand her

away é afraid to |l et anyone in. She understoo
wel | . He | ived the same way. AOh, Clark.o

Al finally found where I fit in when | came t
tofitin..Away to help people...without being afrai

they floated across the moon.

She sensed his apprehension at his | ast state
anyone. | promise. This...is a lot and | do haadot of questions...mostly trying to figure out
how | didnét figure it out before nowébut you

Al know that Lois, o0 he sighed, ho
done, but I never doubted I coul d

—+
<
o
c
(@}

Lois smiled when she felt him relax against h
AThat 6s up to you, 0 Clark said, resting his h

AWel | |, I think webdbve had enough revelations t
Wetakethgs sl owéget to know one another without

1]

He smiled broadly,
me again.o

Il 6d I i ke that. o He sighed

oi s smiled, Al donodét think |1 06d bevuvaduide t o do
|l 6m not going to wal k away. |l want this to wo
AGood, then | wondédt have to fly away, 0 he tea
this to work more than anything | 6ve ever wan
Lois intertwined her fingerswih hi s, A Then wedre agreed. Wedl |
out .. .us?0 Clark nodded and she | eaned up to
theydd shared on the dance fl oor before or th

with the promise of what was to come.

***

Lois smiled wistfully as they walked back to her apartment. Clark had changed back into his suit
and glasses and here they were at the door to her apartment. She smiled at him, still trying to
wrap her mind arounthe fact that the man standing in front of her was the same man that had
bore his soul to her in the clouds a few hours ago. Things were definitely different.

AWel | |, uh, 0 Lois began softly. AThank you for
m&ke sure no one was around and mout hed, it he
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He smiled at that remarKk. AGoodni ght , Lois, o
everything in her not to pull him in for a deeper kiss but right now they were taking things
s | o wé g e know omeganather as more than friends.

He slowly broke off the kiss and she turned toward the door, trying to compose herself. He

wai ted for her to pull out her key and unl ock
leaning in to kiss himrmce more this time allowing herself to pull him in for a deeper kiss,

tugging him close to her by his tie. She sighed inwardly as she felt his hands cup both sides of

her face, fingering her hair as he traced her lips with his tongue. She could feetfmmdiag

to her and smiled against his lips. She could easily lose herself in his arms tonight. She suspected
he knew that too, but seemed to be holding back.

He slowly broke off the kiss, taking a step back. It was clear he was just as affected by Hte ki

she was. Shedd never thought of Superman beco
of her trying to catch his breath. Al better.
taking a step into the apartment.

She slowly closed the do, watching as he turned to leave through the crack in the door. She
began to slowly lock the several different locks on her door and sighed, leaning against the door
frame. AWoweo

*k%k

The next morning Lois sighed happily as she began to get readgfior The stress of the last
few days seemed to subside and she couldnét s

Super man. Super man was Cl ar k. Clark said he w
had a crush on her for some time but dismiskeddea after the whole pheromone fiasco when
he wasnot affected...or was he? She recalled

She suspected hebéd faked being under the infl
somet hi ng sshke 6hd nh aavbeo uttoé a

Shedd been a bit shell shocked |l ast night aft
it the happier she became. There were still a lot of unanswered questions. Why he hated Lex so
much? What was t he 0 bhightgV@artha vmanteddim hoeell leet? tHavendd t o |
he gotten a paper cut?

She sighed. It was something that excited her
every question she6éd ever thought of. It al l
seemed to be able to crack codes when they were breaking in somewhere or get lucky guessing

passwords.

She was | ooking forward to finally getting th

repeat |l ast nightos ki ss.ntS3hehbed baepemnr tsnoe ntte mphte

him good night, but hedd pulled away before s

things slow with her It was refreshing. She
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relationships. Paul had left her for Lindeh en s he woul dndét give up the

t hought she was o6in | oved with Claude it had
|l ove and then she woke up to have her heart b
wongmanl t hadndét even been that enjoyable. Cl au
focused on his needs. She ended up just prete

but...She shuddered, recalling the names that had been used when he told exeaybad
happened.

OFrigido
6l ce Queenbd

6l ce Maidenbo

ACIl arkds different, 0 she reminded hersel f. He
been the one toé

<<ASo youor e . Superman. . . o0

ALIi ke | said that wasnodét really dancing. . .thi
AOh, God. ..o

Al 6ve got you. o0>>

Lois sighed, recalling the dance theydd share
dance with her in the air. It was one of the
dance? Does he sleep in @l in the air? Does he need sleep?

She finished getting ready and grabbed her purse to head out the door when the phone rang,
backtracking she turned to grab the phone. #AH

ALoi s?0 her sisterds voice echoed on the othe

5t

Luclyowios | ooked at the clock. AWhat are you dc

Al coul dndét sl eep so I thought 1 6d work on pa
in a singsong voice.

fiReally 0 Loi s practically squealed happily.

AReal | vy, I mi siss yaonuwd .and dMedt rcopudldndét care | ess

AOh, you have no idea how glad | am to hear t

to work, but when does your flight get in? 160
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Al get iniadaédaythreetbobatés too early | can get
ANo, no, no, o0 Lois argued. Al oéll be there. o
AGood, 06 Lucy said with a grin, AThen you <can
did call last night so | figured it either wentsohbrtie you candt even talk &
well you are still dreaming about iit...o

Al't was...incredible,d Lois said softly, Abut
AOkay, I 61 | see you Friday. I 61 | |l eave the f

A By e, Lbissai@softly, hanging up the phone. She then grabbed her keys and headed out
the door. As she opened the door she found a single stemmed rose with a note and a small bag
outside her door. She glanced at the time. She was running late but curiotty lgetter of her

and she opened the note.

/[Thought you might want something more than coffee this morning for breakfast. Superman has
to give a statement to the transit authority

Thinking of you,
CK//

Lois smiled, tapping the rose against the pastry bag for a moment and sniffed the heavenly smell
of the pastry inside. Wi th a smile, she heade
with the pastry bag.

*k%k

Once she got to the Planktis parked her jeep in the parking garage and headed in. She picked
up the rose along with her purse and headed in. Once she entered the lobby of the Planet she
stopped at Joeds cof f e-eeededooffee.nsi de t o get a <c

ABeauti f udv e otsheeryeo,ub hJoe said handing her her
Lois smiled | ooking at it, AYes, it is.o

APresent from Mr. Luthor?0 Joe asked with a w
ANo, 0 Lois said with a smile, taking her coff
disappointed nottobeeadi ng i nto work with Clark this mo
of riding into work together. Yesterday they

manicure before her date with Clark. After a weekend of biting her nails, and kickboxing she
needed a refresher.
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A guy she recognized from the mailroom was in
newsroom, 0 She said when the guy from the mai
about closed when a hand slipped between the doors. She entierdelf recognizing that hand

as her partner 6s.

The doors opened and she smiled, looking up at him as he stepped onto the elevator. The guy
from the mailroom | ooked at Clark asking what
well . o

The doors cleed and Lois sighed happily when Clark stood a few inches away from her, staring

at the doors ahead. #AHI . O

AHI , 0 She said back with a smile, not daring
at the moment. He looked reatgally good rght now in his gray suit and blue dress shirt. His

tie, of course, was a |l oud yellow with gray a

source?o

He seemed to recognize what she was talking a
follow-ups . 0

AGood, 06 She nodded with a smile, continuing t
ANi ce rose, 0 He smirked at her.
She couldndét help but giggle, AYes, it is. Th

AThat 6s nice, 0 he man algsevalce heawassstauggling® keepac ou |l d t
straight face. She had to admit she was having the same problem.

AYeah, Il think youdbéd |Iike him, 0 she said soft
ASeems to have put you in a good mood, 06 Cl ark
AYes, he has, 0 s hed wduwntk eldu c yidlsh amho vainmdg | b & coku.n. . ¢
AThat 6s great news, 0 he said with a smile, kn

The elevator dinged and the guy from the mailroom stepped off. She watched as the doors closed
and then she turnedf oowaydr €dar&nd ifhaakf gou.

AYoubre very welcome, 0 he said, turning to cu

She leaned up to kiss him on the cheek. She was just about to pull him in for a kiss when the
elevator dinged, and the doors opened. A group of businessmen stagphecetevator with

them. She sighed, trying to focus on somethin
pressed up against hers. It was so temptingé
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The elevator dinged again and they arrived on the newsroom floor, Lois did her best to act as
professional as she could as they stepped off the elevator. The last thing she wanted was another
situation where she became the topic of the Planet gossip. As she approached her desk it was
harder and harder to keep up the resolve when she noticedenoiodtwo, but four bouquets of

flower arrangements sitting on her desk. She looked back at Clark but it was obvious from his
expression the flowers were not from him. She picked up the card that was attached to them.

/lLois,

Pl ease knowfybuom thinking o

Lex//

AThat wugh...0 Lois muttered under her breath.

Clark didndét say anything. Il nstead, he turned
The man had a | ot of nerveé What part of o6sta
cloud that crossed over Clarkoés face just now.

No, she needed to nip this right in the bud now. She reached in the cabinet under her desk and
grabbed the small vase from the bouquet of flowers Clark had given her a few weeks ago, and
headed toward the breatom to get some water. Once she had the water she needed she
dropped the rose in and smiled, recalling their conversation about the rose in the elevator. After
making sure she had enough water in the vase she returned to her desk only to find a delivery
man with another bundle of flowers.

AYou have got to be kidding me, 06 Lois muttere

AAre you Lois Lane?0 the floral del i very pers
ADepends, 6 Lois said placing the vase on her

A Mr . Lut hroarl, od etlhiev efrlyo person said. AOrder is f
from seven am to three pm. o

Lois |l aughed, fANo. 0O She grabbed the other fou
them to the delivery man fasihgthsgelivery.tlfefuse ® gighs no't
Take them back. Take them all back. .. o0

ABut o]

ANo! 0 Lois snapped angrily a bit | ouder than
and saw the delivery guy jumpl ts.l.i.glhtdonotilwamt
AThe order is paid for already... 0 The guy ar
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Clark walked up to them hesitantly, Al 6m sure
fl owers. .. o0

AYes! 0 Lois turned to pat @lparek tohnatt hdeo ncohte sgte,t
or...gifts. This would definitely brighten so
The delivery guy smiled, fAYeah, 0 he turned to
Lois |l et out a frustrated groan, Al dondt bel

Clark sighed, Al guesisetheasmomént himksi s, ot He
tell youéod He gave a flying motion and she no
faraway look in his eyes and she looked at him curiously.

ASomeone need you?0 Lois asked uncertainly.

He smiled apologetec! | 'y, dAl 61 | be right back. Donbét go a
moment before disappearing toward the storage closet. She heard the sound of a sonic boom in
the distance and smiled to herself. How had she not put two and two together for so long?

***

Lex threw a glass against the wall in his study as he watched the scene play from the elevator

over and over, hitting rewind as he watched Lois Lane lean in to kiss Clark Kent on the cheek.
Competing for her affections with Superman he could habdleKent? He was nothing. A

nobody. What could she possibly see in him? H
seemed winning her back would prove more difficult than anticipated.

A knock at the door announceidndNitglee 6| parmrisrea C:

Lex glared at him. #@ANo, |l ... What have we got
Ni gel nodded, Al 6l I get the reports. o

AGet me Mazi kbébs as wel | . Maybe some jewelry w
AYes, sir, o Nigel nodded.

*k*x

Clark larded at the Daily Planet, spinning back into his work clothes. He exited the storage
closet and found Lois outside waiting for him, handing him a box of pencils. He looked at her
curiously. AYou needed pencils, 0 she said wit

He nodded. It certaigilhelped to have her in on the secret to help him cover for the

65 | Page

@



Folc4evernaday

di sappearances he had. AThanks, 0 he said soft

ANo problem, 0 she said, grabbing him by the h
herhandirh i s . ASo, you were saying earlieréeo

AYes, 0 he nodded. @ANot here, though, o0 he guid
had everything on O0the boss. 6 He closed the d
his glasses to scan the roondamake sure no one was around.

Lois |l aughed, fASo thatdés what youdére doing wh
you had astigmatism. o

He smiled, cupping her cheek, ATherebs probahb

She linked herarmsaroud hi s neck, Al hope so.0 He Il et ou
her small frame against him. The things she was doing to him...

ASo, 0o He began slowly, Aas | was saying...0 H
against htinséadgai n, dALoO

AAm | distracting you?0 She teased.

AYou have no ideaéo He whispered.

Al think | mightéd She teased pressing her bo
AOh, God, Loiséo He | et out a moan and captur

She sighed happily as he kiddger thoroughly on the mouth, slipping his tongue inside the
warm confines of her mouth, AClIlark... 0 She si

~

Al 6ve been wanting to do that since this morn

AWhy di dndét y o uwining Herfiegeraiveith resplayfullynt e r t

Al didnét know if | was allowed. .. Wedre stil/l
ASpeaking of whicheéo

AYes, speaking of whichéo she said with a smi
AOkay, soeyowhreenmevab st arted going through al/l
the crimes associated with &é6the bossd and Loi
Lois sighed in aggravati on, Als this where yo
you beforeoysesehoweonwet ounce of . 0
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AJust hear me out. A | ot of what happened occ
a few decibels, ASuperman. 0

Al 6m | i stening, 0 she said, crossing her ar ms
He pointed to the note on Dr. AntoinetteiBa e s, fi We 61 | have to start a
*k%k

AThis is nothing, o Lex fumed angrily. #fAAbsol u
AWe know that the man of steel has a soft spo
of lately. 1t seems tsnhree®s0 tNa kgeen dpaiwdi tah fheewr sp

and Clark dancing a&toquetand having dinner. There were pictures of them kissing on the
dance floor and of them holding hands across from one another at their table.

Al already knowdt hindMh.ato ahe urhu tStugper man? 0
AWell, our man foll owed them back to Mr. Kent
ti me and then reappear at Ms. Laneds apart men
AWhat do you mean disappear?0 Lex asked, conf
AWebre assumi ngvhtelrey hwe rceo ujl Wanté.t. see them. .. o
didndét have to spell it out.

ANo, 0 Lex shook his head in disgust. @AShe wou
...KENT. . Get Dbetter surveillance. .. O

A We ol | have t o é autiNmagfel began but Lex

AJust do it!o Lex snarl ed. Al know she is the
*k%

ASo, youdre saying Lex was funding the sabot a
AThink about it. I't makes senssked CBairrke sr eGavsioy
Lois nodded, AShe said it was for. ..o
AProfit, o Clark nodded. AWho stood to make a
Lois cringed inwardly, ALex, 06 She thought abo
outofthereantyi me. Why did you |l et me spil/l my guts
arm lightly.
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Clark | aughed, Al actwually tried but you were
her confused expression,Olhoeinse,bonstvd N éd e OMRamgm

Reali zation dawned on her face and she sighed

APeople see what they want to see, 0 he shrugg
work. No one expects the guy with glasseste t he one | i fting space sh

AOr stop asteroidséo She reasoned thoughtful]l
Nightfall énot getting hit by a car. I though
couple of days aftehtat happened. . . 0

AYeah, 0o He nodded. AYou hel ped me get my memo
kiss her.

AAnNnd the pheromones?0 She asked teasingly as
on his shoulder, tracing her way up bhhis neck. She smiled seeing him blush slightly.

ATwo days of not being able to do anything wh
pheromones. . . | guess | just kinda | ost my wil
She smiled proudly, intrigued by the idea of him losing hiswilo wer . fAiReal | y?0 Sh
arms around his neck, tracing random patterns against the fabric of his jacket.
ATwoédays... 0 He repeated slowly as she ran a
she did so.

ASo, is that tthwva |llipmiwte rt?2ad Shree rntmasékd, ATwoéda

outline of his tie against the fabric of his dress shirt and smiled when she heard him take in a
sharp breath. She smiled to herself, realizing the effect she was having on him.

Al t édepends éawlyHettingloa g shuddesed breath as she fingered his tie, tracing
an imaginary path upward to the knot he had so perfectly tied.

The thought of | oosening his tie flashed thro
with a smile.
AHow | ontgo rytouurGirneg. . . hi méf or é0 He managed as sh
his resolve melting beneath her fingertips. His hand moved to cover her hand as she fingered the
silk of the knot at his collar, #Al thought we
AhMere are different definitions of ....slowéo
him.
He smiled, Al wasndét aware. o

68 | Page

@



Folc4evernaday

She bit her lower lip in anticipation as he leaned in to kiss her. The door to the conference room
opened and they both junghback from one another, looking like two children that had been

caught with their hands in the cookie jar. Jimmy looked at them confused for a moment then

looked at the map behind them with notes on them. He looked back at Clark who was readjusting
histe as she was | ooking everywhere but at him
Jimmy was the worst about gossip.

AUh, what are you guys doing in here?0 Ji mmy
AUh, we were just goi ng oVer cooperate With hesattbee g a n .
moment.

Aésome notes on the older stories |linked with
readjusting his tie slightly. She couldndét he

teasing.

AReal | y?siked skeptoally. Las sighed. Was he buying it? Could he tell what they had
beené?

AMainly the stuff with Prometheus, 0 Clark sai
Jimmy nodded, AUh, | was |l ooking for Jack. .. o0
Clark stiffened, AJack?o0

AYeah, he weome tloumoh gambhour ago and | haven:¢
but before he could finish Clark had raced out of the conference room and headed toward the
storage closet. Jimmy | ooked at Lois confused

Al dondt k ngedytaking eéSstee back imto thggroom. She took a seat at the table,
grabbing a file in front of her on the Toasters, intent on focusing on anything else at the moment.
Reali zing Ji mmy was staring at her she gave h

Jimmy smiled broadly A Not hi ng. 6 He whispered to himself
left, closing the door behind him.

***

Jack. Hebéd gotten sidetracked with Lois and c
soared through the air, looking for any sa@jrhis young friend. Outside Callards he spotted Jack

in a conversation with Inspector Henderson holding up the sandwiches in one hand and a bag of
drinks in another. He sighed in relief. He wa

He saw Henderson step away and watcheadraan in black walked toward Jack. He bumped
Jack to the ground and Jack dropped the bag o
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The man in black pulled out a gun and Clark soared down at-spped and shielded Jack with
his cape, deflecting the buléethat were aimed at him.

He scanned the perimeter looking for the man that had approached him but found nothing.
He | ooked back at Jack, AAre you al/l right?o

Jack | ooked at him in shock, il éo

Henderson ran up to them, pointing at the man that haddalinfp Jack wearing different attire
in handcuffs ADid you see that? Wedbve got the

Clarkbés face grew grim. Jack was right. Lut ho
from here? | want to see if | can find who didit s é 0

ASure thing, o0 Inspector Henderson said, wrapp
to bark orders into his radio, fAAl pha Mega Ch
Metropolis Square, repeat four seventeen in progress. All units gespan

***

What was wrong with her? After one date, she was unable to concentrate on anything but
ClarkéLois sighed, trying to focus on the fil
flirting, then heaven help her when they...

She thought therself.

The image of her partner in nothing but a towel came racing back to her mind and she could feel
her heart rate speed up. Oh, God! She was ser
OWhy not? You fantasized about it with Superm

That was differat. Superman was a fantasy. Clark is... What? She sighed to herself. It was one
thing to fantasize about a man she didndét see

Memories of her breakup with Claude rushed to the forefront of her mind and she winced, tryin
to focus on anything but the painful memories.

<<fiCold frigid bitcheo>>
O0No, CIl ar k iSkerrégmindetl helsedf. t hat €0
<<AYou know this isndét really dancing. O

nltdés not ?20>>
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d taken her breath away ormstet isesecektaanhere f |
been too shocked | ast night to feel an
for almost a year was the same man t ha

d. .. Her frigodabbat sard he¢ waaredr azr ,

ings...knowing Clark and Superman were the same person, but intrigued her at the same time.
had so many questionseé

h 0
6 y
u t
e

ST Qoo

H
She
abo
f i
fe

e
h
b
r

eel
She

N

<ABut if he is an alien, maybe he doesnbdt ge

AOne wayutt.oo find o

APossible visitor from another planet arrives
to your lair so you can try him out?o0
ATest drive Lois. A couple of hours behind th

mport or>domestic. 0

<<AWait a mi
station didn

ut e. I get i tgravityyclwhuup anthe spSaep er ma n
t you?06>>

60Dondt g%he chdsisedderself. She knew all too well how those fantasies always ended
up.

O6m sorry. THiéd inkejdudto redlll ywolua t hi sél 6 m

<<l
this goes any further | have to tell you this

<
hi

AYoudre not screwing anything up. o0>>

Shedd spent so many nights alone intoloveder apar-t
back. .. Now, he had declared his feelings for
H was Cl ar k Clark Kent, her partner...the m
f o al most a year | t had hbee eont hhear dhitgoh tt aakned h
fter hedédd kissed her the other night, but sh
<<ACIl ar k, I wonodét tell anyone. | promise. Thi
trying to figbrguoeti howut Hefilodbe nowébut you
Al know that Lois...Thiséis probably the hard
could trust you. o0>>

ust . It was something that didndt coke easy
trusted her enough to share this secret with

her about Superman telling him about Lex b
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to wor k weonrtee d hiam tamiyst hw onrgl

d.oov>e>

Now, what? Things were complicated that was for sure. A part of her wanted nothing more than

to fulfill every fantasy shedéd ever had about
ot her parté The od.heShebd ts uvafsersad lilr rsecppareab | e
gotten involved with Claude. Shedd been so hu
After Claude shedéd decided she would never | e
to keep everyonearund her at armdés | engthéEveryone exc
di sgust, recalling how shedédd treated Clark du
O0He probably got a kick out of Iliterally maki
Super man. 0

<<AYou know he didndét seem that special to me
have been any ordinary guy. O

AOrdinary? Give me a break! o0>>

<<AClark is the before. Superman is the after
AMaédy all this frenzy isndét what he expected.

AThat 6s ridiculous. He has no reason to hide.
<<fiwWe? There is no O6we. 00

AHow do you know | donét have the inside trac
ASure, Clayau Awnd abeoss Ji mmy Hoffa and t he

them in too?0>>

<<fiNow there you go using that word again CIl a
ANot yet. o

ANot ever .o

AWedll see. o

AHow | ong can yw®w>rol d your breat

ON®Bhée thought to herself, cringing as she rec
about éhi msel f . 't al most s é&d&imgd nloit Pe Yo was e]
drooling over Superman while ignoring Clark.

@
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<<filhhewedore agreed. Weoll take this slow and f
Hedd decl ared his feeli g for her and then |
secretéso why was she having such a hard ti me
with her heart?

<<fil was saving for Tahiti. But a date with S
Oh, Clark, he doesndét even know I 6m alive. Ma

caredéo

ANot so stupid, Loinmaéybied Syuopue renvaenr wahsi nakf rtah adt t
true feelings?0>>

<<AYouobl I al ways be special to me, Lois. o

Al will ?0

AOf course youbre the first woman that | hel

ALoi s Lane?0 a voice behi ndrolgbthertmackookhe her fr o
present.

AYes?0 Lois |l ooked up to see the mail <clerk h
her silently then headed to the next recipien
expecting a delivery.

She openethe package and found a long velvet box inside with a diamond tennis bracelet inside

it. She groaned. She had a feeling this was not from Clark. She turned to Jimmy who was

standing a few feet away from her in discussion with the new transfer from WashiRalph

Simms. AJi mmy, | 6m going out. o

ANeed any hel p?0 Jimmy asked with interest. H
mistook it for a lead on a story.

ANo! 06 Lois snapped bitterly, grabbiheg t he box
elevator.

AYi kes. .. 0 Ralph muttered, watching her | eave
AYou dondt know the half of it, o Jimmy mutter

*k*

After checking to make sure there were no other shooters in the area and Jack had arrived at the
Metropolis P.D. safely, Clark headedtodar Le x Lut hor 6s pent house and
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scanning the room for any sign of the attempted assassin. He found no guns. No residue. Just Lex
Luthor sitting at his desk with a smug smile,

fYoubve <cr
him by the
stood for.

ossed t h e stépifomard. EXerythirg anrhign avantéekto dgrab o k
neck and throttle him but it went

Al beg your pardon?0 Lex asked, pretending to

AYoubve gone too far, o Clark growl ed.

AOh, Superman, |l ook at you...You really shoul
has gotten to you...O0

AHeds a kid...o Clark fumed angrily, ignoring
AFal se accusations | i keydwmhawerag ebegtutseér itnlsan ttit
back smugly.

AThis is your warning, o0 Clark warned. Al am n
I f you even breathe the wrong way in his dire
slammedhisarmgai nst Lut hordéds chest knocking him ba
Lex watched as Superman |l eft with a smile. #dl

***

OQut side Lexbds office with the door silnisghtly <c
adamant about throwing back in his face but after overhearing the exchange between him and

Clark just now she wasndét so sure. She needed
when something caught her eye. Lex reached for a knob oesksadd turned it, revealing the
hi dden door behind the bookcase. He pressed a

sure to recruit a replacement for the Jack project...and send Nigel up so we can discuss the
6Super man Probl em. 60

6Super Mmaem®Pr®hhb, God, Clark. .. Nigel .o
AOf cour se, Mr . Luthor. There is an Agent Car
Should I transfer him to the scrambled | ine?bo0

6Bureau 39?76

AYes, Il 611 take it in the ofshdwteasmer now. Tr a

0The Boss? The Office?06 She had to get out of

hadnoét given her a second | ook when shedd com
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but she needed to get out of here before someonbeyaBhe watched as Lex stepped through
the hidden door and the bookcase closed behind him.

AOh, Godéo She whimpered, struggling to catch
elevators across the hall ding and darted into an open office, Hopangid being seen by

Nigel, keeping the door ajar just enough to see what was going on so she could safely make her
exit.

Hol ding her breath, she watched as Nigel open
him. She heard the click of alockcan wh at sounded | i ke a whirling

0l 6ve got t cshegemindedherself.&le opered e ddor slightly, checking to

make sure there was no one in the hall and darted out of the office, heading for the elevator.
Once sharrived in the lobby she rushed past the front desk, hoping not to be seen. Thankfully
there seemed to be a big meeting going on. There was a large group of stuffed shirt businessmen
surrounding the receptionist desk. It was weird. Some of them lookédllelthe board

members at the Planet...

Not now. She had to remind herself to focus on getting to the Jeep and finding Clark.

*k%k

AThat 6s it!o0 Jack said shaking his head as he
Henderson andsCimadle Kénst moftded Wedbve got toéeo

(@)

Clark shook his head, i No h
r

: s been too smar
gunman is claiming to be wo n

e
king alone and ta

ALucky for you Super man ndesssn sdidwth arslgpkyliorgathwh en  h e

ALucky, 6 Jack muttered, AWhat am | supposed t
me ? 0

Al already spoke to Superman, 0 Clark reassure
for you. Herotl |t dearyd ufrr emctohe Pl anet. . . 0

Jack scoffed, AYoudbre joking right?29o

Al dm al so putting a police detail on you...O
i nvestigation. I f this is Luthor then hebds su
inves i gati on between us for now until we have e
AWhat am | supposed to do ukiltmelll t ben@®ogdabéam

canod6t ... o0

75 | Page



Folc4evernaday

Al 6ll get you moved to an undiscl oseduahdocati o
Superman escorting you éyou should be safe.

*k%k

Back at the Daily Planet, Lois hurriedly rushed into the newsroom frantically looking for Clark.
She checked both conference rooms and found no sign of him anywhere. She poked her head

into ®efrgésto see i f he was in with the Chi e
Perry asked, noticing the shaken expression o
ANo, | was just, wum...0 Lois stammered out.

ALooking for Clark?06 Perry guessed with a smi

Aluh. . .06 Lois began to backtrack.

Perry smirked at her, |l eaning back in his cha
back from the police station with Jack. Apparently, Superman stopped an attempted mugger

from trying to gun our copy boydowni t he mi ddl e of Metropolis Sq

A Wh a tLdisasked aghast.

*k%k

Clark stepped off the elevator with Jack in tow and a plain clothes policeman. He scanned the
newsroom for Lois and spotted her wiitghhtPer ry
He asked.

Al é&m fine, 0 Jack said. AThanks for your help.
Clark nodded and headed to Perryods office to
this afternoon. As he approached it seemed he
caught the tail end of Perry and Loisb6 conver
attempted mugger from trying to gun our copy
AWhat ???0 Lois asked aghast. He pacedfhecheait her f
rate as Perry spoke.

AGunman i s being booked and Jacko6és under pol i
behind Lois as he entered the office.

ACl ark! o Lois visibly relaxed slightly when s
She still seemed a little shae n . He wasndét sure what the cause
t he moment. Al just brought Jack back from th

hand squeezing it gently as she looked down at his fingers as if she were mesmeriziktgthem
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noticed Perryds inquisitive |l ook and continue
Superman who... told me what happenedéo

Lois |l ooked up at him with a smirk, ALucky Su
AYeah, it waséo He gave a weak smil e.
Worrywasw i tten on her face as she continued, d@Als

must have been hardéo
Despite having an audience of one he reached

Perry having seemed to take a backseat to the exchange, watchibgiths glances between

the two bef or e hehuhlWed, ah, kedtit $ounds like that was tquite aim U h
ordeal...maybe you two should take the afternoon to, uh, go over everything...Lois seems a bit
shaken up from something...and ...no ofeens s o n, but, uh, you donot
Maybe just email your copy to me by four from

Clark looked at his Editein-Chief for a moment, trying to figure out what the glint in Perry
Whiteds eyes was about isthadtalrefdg dgeedandldreaghicnoul d r e
halfway out of the office.

As Lois stopped at her desk long enough to grab her things and drag him to the elevator he
overheard Cat and the new ngwgy .Ra.l @ hRaliphh ms & ied
emphatilhad lyantidcts all over and from what |

ADonb6ét believe everything you hear, Ralphéo C
Just before the elevator doors closed the newsroom caught a glimpse of Lois Lane putting her
head against her partnero6s chest as he kissed

*k%k

AHey, whatdés wrong?06 Clark asked, holding Loi
them.

Alt was horrible!odo Lois cried. Clark held her
edd evator stop so they wouldndét be interrupted.
Lex so | thought maybe just throwing it back

Clark stiffened as his worstp freearisélclame. & o | i

ANo, nothing | i ke that. .. I took it over ther
| overheard you and him arguing about Jack. ..

Clark hung his head, atl. o mHeojuygtyduimgde t &dehav

77 | Page

@



Folc4evernaday

Lois shook her head, nAfter you | eft he said
60Super man problemé and then... 0 She cried har
anythingcanacthal y hurt you but éo

ALoi séo Clark sighed, stroking her cheek.
AWhat 20 She recognized the uneasy tone in his
He | et out a | ong breath, #ANot here, 0 He said

detemi ne what he was trying to say without sayi
dinged and they arrived on the lobby floor.

*k%k

Lex stared at the velvet box Mr s. Cox |l aid on
guest éo0 Mroldly. Cox sai d

Lex |l eaned back in his chair, contemplating t
had come up? No one signaled.... 0 He drew his
desk. Al do not accegpt pfeaislonr e .e.s.pfoinrsd bd we rf yoan
AAnd what do you plan to do with Ms. Lane?0 M
. 0
ANo, she didnét hear anything...She would hav
angrily, tossing the velvet bossagost he room angrily, Aéis my de:
to have a calm come over him before turning t

the backup plan needs to be initiated faster than anticipated to draw her back in where she
belongs. . 0

nAIl I measures?o0 Mrs. Cox asked.

Lex nodded, fAiYes, 0 he picked up his planner,
for

trained by tomorrow and a pil ot tomorrow
APi 1l ot?0 Mrs. Cox asked confused.

AYes, it seemsr twosotAgtealt k Cmusi ness over the |
0the bossd in person. Set up a double just in
of f . This could be the real deal .. .the end fo

*k*

Clarklandedinanale out si de Lois6 apartment and spun b
exiting to the main street where her apartment building was. Lois was watching him with a
curious expression on her face, AWhat 20 He as

78 | Page

@



Folc4evernaday

A Not hiersagd, shakimgher head.

He stared at her curiously for a moment before following her to her apartment. She remained
unusually quiet as they climbed the stairs to her apartment building and even more quiet as they
rode the elevator up to the fifth floduhen they finally arrived at her apartment he followed her

in, taking a seat on the couch as he watched her lock each of the seven locks on her front door.

She turned back to him and took a seat next t
promptel.

ALois, are you okay?0 He asked, taking her ha
Al 6m fine, 6 she said nervously. AWhy woul dnot
overhear someone you thought you knew...plotting murder and destruction thubtrgh

cityéo

ALoi séeéo He took her hand and intertwined his
ANo, 0 Lois shook her head. fANot right now. Yo
He didndét think she was a stohebuthed&n@wlztertisahte was
press, AOkay, o0 he sighed, turning toward her,

Trask...l told you h¢houghtt her e was a meteorite that coul d |

Lois nodded, fiYeah, ewhen awenowdr. e . ion S®hma lslewimleld
something in Clarkoés expression, iNo, no, no,

He sensed her apprehension and began to reass

AKryptonite???0 She gasped in horror. HAWhat i
ABur eau u3dt9 dwawsn sfhr om what webdve been able to t
any other sign of Kryptonite on Wayne | rigbs
ABut i1t could stild]l be out there and.. .0 Lois
AHey, i1tdéds okay, o0 he reassured her holding he
gonna be all right. o

AYou dondt know that, o Lois argued.
ANoO, |l dondt, 0 he sighed, Abut for now we hav

fnWhat 6s that?0 She asked.
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ifLuor and the rest of the world donot know

hi

remains a figment of Trask~6s i maginati on
AHe thought i1t could kill Superman, 0 she
Al donohte ksniognh,eod. A Super man was without

exposed to itébut beyond that, o He shrugged,

Lois |l ooked at him wryly, AAny other secrets

He sighed, AWell ... O

AWhat 20 She abBakexpmlessiohaossedhis fagemi

His face went grim, standing up to turn on
voice filled her apartment, AMetropolis Nat.i
half hour. Fire departmentfials say the drought in New Troy has contributed to the ease with
which the fire has spread into the rural nei
He | ooked at her apologetically, Al gotta.
AGoéo She smiled, sitting up so he could get
He | eaned in to kiss her, Al o6l try to be qu
whole... O6getting to know youbdéo
ACount on it,o she winked at him. He | aughed
she watched him closegldoor behind him, the familiar sonic boom could be heard from a
distance as he ricocheted into the sky.
*k%k
{AKryptonite??? What if he finds it? Clark!o
ABureau 39 was shut down from what wedve bee
anyd her sign of Kryptonite on Wayne Ilrigbs pr
ABut it could stild]l be out there and. ..o
AHey, 1 tdéds okay, everythingbdbs gonna be all
AYou donoét know that. o
ANoO, | donodt , but for now we have one thing
AWhat 6s that ?0
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ALwtrh and the rest of the world dondt know t ha
figment of Traskos i magination then thereds n
AHe thought it could kill Superman, can it?0
Al dondt know, Supermar ewadsawist adaterhibei pgwex
beyond that. Who knows?0}

AwWell, well, o0 Nigel mused, fAThis is an intere
recording.

AKryptonite, 0 Lex mused. AWebll needeweo do so
|l eave in the morning. o

ADo you think this Agent Carter might know so
Al't never hurts to ask, 0 Lex said as he repl a
{AiBut for now we have one thing on our side.o

AnWhat 6s that?09

ALut horr easntd dfhet he worl d doesndét know that Kr
figment of Traskos i magination then thereds n
AHow do you think Mr. Kent would feel i f he Kk
Kryptoniigdtedrsce to my knowledge?0 Lex asked as
it his cigar and smiled, AContinue the surve

ordered, heading toward the elevator.

***

Unfortunately, the fire that had broken ouds not something Clark would be able to fight
easily. It had spread throughout almost all of Metropolis NatiBoedst trapping hundreds and
leaving the firefighters to struggle through the smoke to help find and rescue the families that
were trappedridst the raging fire. Lois caught the coverage of the fire on television and
watched with admiration as Clark struggled to carry the families to safety alongside the
firefighters and search and rescue teams that were working to save everyone.

twassttage t o see ClarkéSuperman | i ke this. To s
face...the grief on his face when he carried out ayearold girl with third degree burns as she

screamed in painéThis was Clar k. ingméear.Blee t he p
could feel the hel plessness in him Ilike a wayv
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Lois bit her lower lip as she watched a similar scene unfold with /éaeold boy and felt

tears in the corner of her eyes threatening to escape. This wks@flaourse he would try to
shoulder the burden of not being able to help as much as he thought he should. How did he deal
with this? How did he go on day to day after witnessing the things he witnessed...When he
wasnot able to save everyone?

Lois laid in bed, thinking about Clark well into the evening as she contemplated the new
di scoveries shedédd made about her partner over
about her as more than a friend or partner, but also moonlighted as anotheréndn shea nt asi z e
about for so | ong was hard to come to i ps w
but after her conversation with Lucy ot he

t h
of being with someone she couldndét hav

gr
he
e ?

Could shehave Superman? Clark was being called away to rescue people every day. There
woul dndét ever be a time when Super man wasnot

Without even thinking about it she kbhQ@ak t he a
Kent anymore than she could imagine the world
could share him with the world if thatodés what
forest fire continue | mi g dmadd k | @kt il m&k es aCd ra

tonight.

***

The next morning Lois arrived in the newsroom alone, looking for Clark. She frowned when she
realized he hadnot arrived yet. It was scary
seeing him...touchtpn hi mél ovi ng hi m.

ONhoagi r | . 6

Love? Had she really thought that? Wasnodt it

6Youbve known him for almost a year, ® she rem
that once she |l et him in shelbadve.ead $lzew whawn ,st

reminded herself. It was one date. One amazing date and lots and lots of incredible kisses and
touches...

She shivered slightly recalling how good it h
<<ALove is never eno uvwgsbmeontand tben they disappbirt yon. Meny o u
dondédt know how to |l ove. They always | eave. 0>>
She recalled her motherds harsh words to her
surprising. Shedédd seen how b ddkhwereanvolveddndr el at i
never wanted to end up | i ke her momébitter an
father.
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A

<fildm not Claude and I 6m not Paul . I woul d n
hance. 0>>

She knew he caredbaut her. She definitely felt something...scary and wonderful, but was it

| ove? Her feelings for Clark had al ways been
deny them for so | ong. Now t hat she was free
recdling the teasing from yesterday. The idea of taking things slow was losing its merit more

and more but the idea of notéscared her. Clar

Her experience with any rel ati sderedhhergelfdhadnot b
prudeéjust careful

She knew her fantasies about Superman never disappointed her, but would she disappoint him?
Hedd traveled the worl déHad women falling all
than she was. What if it was bad?

0¥ah rihgeghtamdnd snickered to herself, recallin
been responding to her teasing and caresses.

6Yet another thi nsghemwmndeddestlf.t o tal k about, 6

The jolt of a large leather purse being laidhen desk brought her back to the present and she
|l ooked up to see Cat Grant sitting at her des

ASo?0 Lois echoed a bit hurriedly, trying to
down in front of her.

Cat s eyes widened as she sized her up for a
paying attenti saoobtus ttelde m.. 0A Schwe avhe spered i n a

AWhat are you talking about ?0 lexingto. harr umphed

Cat glanced around the newsroom once more then pointed at Ralph and Jimmy who were
watching them as they talked, fANot here. o0 She

Lois rolled her eyes, unsure of what nonsense Cat was trysgirtan her head. Dare she
follow? She sighed as curiosity got the better of her and she followed Cat into the small
conference room she and Clark had been in yesterday, teasing one another.

Cat nodded, closing the door firmly and locking it beforealasi t he bl i nds, ARPeer
said with a grin.

APeering what?0 Lois asked.
Cat just grinned i mpishly, AYou dirty, dirty

AWhat 2?20 Lois half | aughed, half choked out a
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ADondt even tryttaldemweirt yolurcdmcreeéad Ciat add
ARewhdt? 0 Lois | aughed nervousl y.

6 0Oh, God. She knows. 0

AYou and Clark .... Good for you, Lois, o Cat
would take you to get yourself a good. ..o
AWhat ar e byoowt 272a2ddkilnogi sa asked aghast, unsure @

Fears of the past began to race through her mind as she struggled to hold her ground. Where had
Cat got the idea that she and Clark...

6He woul dnot dare. . . 0
AAt fir st obmudh oflinvden Phil and €riig were whispering about the goofy grin
on Clarkés face when he came in the newsroom

wereflirtingwi t h hi méo Cat said pointedly as she mad

Lois struggledtoremai cal m as an inaudible AOh, God, 0 es
head in her hands.

i ns you both had
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Cat, yloutblvienlgot t he wrongéo

Al still candt bel i eviethenewardo® | d anesacme tt hian @ sl iblo
Loi séo

AWhat are you talking about?0 Lois hissed. #dl

AOh, pleasel!l! 06 Cat scoffed. fAYou andem@mar k di s
where no one hardly goes then later you disappear in the conference room and close the door and

the blindséo Cat grinned i mpishly at Lois, il

1]

We weloimgadyt hing! o Lois snapped irritably.

That 6syoot fwhae said when Ji mmy -sopgeoice.d t
Dond6ét give me that | ook! My desk is righ
oor opened. .. O

he d
t by

O St I

AUgh! Get your mind out of t e guwtotrert!od ulndios k
your information...we weravorkingon s ome. . . sensitive...materi al ¢
di sturbed. ..l canét believe you think I 6d...0
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am not...Whatever is going on betweenpng r t ner and me i s nobodyods d
and Clarkodés! o She snapped as she jerked the d

ASo you do samkthinggoit mg@gren? & Cat teased in a whi s

clear out the cobwebs? Clark looks like a guy thatlmowh ow t o. . . O

AStop! Stop! I am not Yyodwi rnLitshissn apoprewe ri satiita
stormed out of the conference room and headed back to her desk. As she approached she caught
the tail end of a conversation between Clark, Phil, ssghr

ACome on, give it up, Kent, we al/l knowéo Phi
AFor the | ast time, |1 &dm not even going to dig
businesséo Clark said irritably.

AYoubre no fun, Kent, 0 Ralehwaneameydtr it h wias |

Clark stood up from his desk, staring Ralph d
1

carefu y éo

ARal ph, back offéback off, manéo Phil warned,
from Clark Kent.

Al just | Medamteatratsome. .. 0 Ral ph stammered as
daring Ralph to say one wrong thing, Al think

AYou do that, o Clark said with a steely gaze.

61 f | ook sShethaughtto herself. ISgBed in relief as she walked up behind Clark
to see the two men scurrying to the other side obtiipento get as far away from Clark Kent
as humanly possible. She couldndét hold in the
a hug fr oMo wkEdhidrodh,6tit hink |1 édve ever seen Phil

He dropped his arms from his chest, slipping
AHeb6s a sports writer...most of 6éem are, 0 She
*k%k

thadbeera | ong mor ni ng. First Clark hadndét gotter
aftermath of the destruction from the forest fire that had spread to some rural neighborhoods.
Thankfully no one had been kil |l edgetlatetvhoprs ent vy
of sleep before waking up late and rushing to get to the office after dropping Jack off as
Superman this morning. When hedd finally arr.i

could try and scan the newsroom to find her Philand Rapth appr oached hi m. CI
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know Ral ph very well but he knew Phil and did
had no filter and enjoyed running his mouth.

AHey, Kent, buddyépal...o Phil begamsdeggskat t i ng
ASomething | can help you with?06 He asked, wun
ANever thought 1 6d see the day when the Il ce M

Phil continued with a grin. Clark visibly flinched when Philleh e name 61 ce Mai den
tongue. AYou sly dogéo

Al dondt know what youdre talking aboutéeo CIl a
from or why Ralph and Phil were perched on his desk, doing a great impression of vultures
circling their pey.

AHe doesndédt know what | ém talking about Ral ph
conference room yesterday...closing the blind
Clarkbés jaw tightened as exhcdywhatRhllandRagphwerleat i t
doing hovering over his desk for. They though

bad, but what made them think hedd even consi
them? He wanted to throw themasost he roomét o hit somet hingéAf
very tempted, but instead he opted for the ca
you. O

Ral ph |l aughed with a sneer, fASo is that code

pencil, fighting every urge to throw him through a window.

Phi l tried to coax him down by patting him on
knowéo

AFor the | ast ti me, |l 6m not even going to dig
businesséo Clark said irritably. He was about
AYoubre no fun, Kent, o6 Ralph sneered. Al was

Rumor? He knew all about the supposed rumor that had been spread around the newsroom about

Lois. Tmt ani mal Cl aude had made sure Loisb6 reput
|l eft when shedéd filed a complaint about him s
Ral ph knew about ité

Clark stood up from hi s teechoose yosrtwardsivetygy Ral ph d
carefullyeo He warned.

ARal ph, back offéback off, manéo Phil warned,
from Clarkés desk.

86 | Page



Folc4evernaday

Al just meant that 16d heard some... 0 Ralph s
daring Ralph to say one wrong thing. If he so much as breathed the wrong way he was prepared

to deck him. Ralph seemed to sense the mood Clark was in and thought better of continuing the
statement he was about to make. Al think 106d

AYou do that, o Clark said with a steely gaze.
room in a panic and smirked to himself.

He heard a familiar laugh behind him and looked behind him as Lois hugged him from behind

muttering, AWokvélldode ndiernt hseen Phil run éever ¢
He dropped his arms from his chest, slipping
AHeds a sports writer...most of o&éem are, 0 she

He shook his |lhetadgf nKlihces &elHalei easéin the burn ur

She | ooked at him cautiously, #AWell, Il 6m sur e
octaves as she said 6Supermané and continued,
Al't wasnodt eemyugh, 0 he sai d st

AWell, he canét be everywhere at once, 0 she r
He sighed, recalling a similar conversation t
Al know, itbés just...o0 There was d$waytmsagh he w
it. It was hard having conversations like this in code with so many people watching their every

mov e . He didndot dare try to take the conversa
give the gossip hounds even more to talk about. ook his hand and squeezed it gently. He

|l ooked down at her hand, fitting so perfectly
make up for | ast night?09

ASure, 0 she said softly. ADinner sounds good.

He glanced down at her hand that was stillis hand and squeezed it as he looked up nervously,

ASo, how much of that did you hear?090
AEnough, 0 she winked at him, | eaning in to ki
ACar ef ul or youol |l give them eveyestowardafew o t al

co-workers that were watching them.

She followed his gaze for a moment then he saw a glint in her eyes before she reached up to kiss
him on the lips, slipping her arms around his waist as she kissed him. The catcalls and whistles
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aroundhem reached his ears. He coul d feel al | ey
everyonebs wat chi ncgnsaioushhe whi spered self

She smiled at him, pulling him to her by the
With that she slippetler tongue inside the warm crevices of his mouth, outlining his lips with

her tongue. He could taste coffee on her tongue as he began to forget about the fire from last
night and instead focused on the feeling of Lois Lane in his arms, kissing him.

A HeHley! Hey! What in the Sam Hill is goingonouth&e Perry bel |l owed fro
the catcalls and whistles continued.

oke off the kiss grinning impishly at

Lois br ,
ctd | esson, Chief. o

6obj e

Pery wore a smirk as h-lkeuh weallicauld ybu rhaybge saeeythatdor adtevs , i L

hours? Wedve got a | ot to cover today. There
National Forest and a few neighborhoods around there and scofarbdt have . . . 0

AUh, webdre already on it, Chief,o0 Clark inter
working on that whenéodo He stopped himself, un

in the middle of the newsroom.
ALet me guepsed wouwd thell on your partneros ton

Al éuhéodo Clark began, |l ooking at Lois for help
moment and was no help at all.

Perry held up his hand, fAJus twaggedafmgeiatlLoi§,or af t
AYou two, get me that copyéodo He then turned a
them intently, AWhat is this, a wax museum? E

Everyone around them scurri ed merapQlankdookar yi ng t
seat at his desk to begin piecing the story on the fire together as Lois perched herself on the edge
of his desk |l ooking |Ii ke a cat that ate the <c
asked with a wink.

She smihkdsoind t hi

St

Perry |l ooked | ike his jaw was gonna fal/l on
Lois shrugged with a smile, AWell it workedeo
AWhat did?0 He asked with a smile.

AYoubre not thinking about | ast nighto® rescu
up and he grinned, watching as she sashayed back to her desk with a wink.
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AWowéo He smiled to himself as he struggled t
Lois.

*k%k

Lex stepped on his private jet taking a deep breath as he looked arogn@aM was pouring a
glass of champagne for him as he approached.

AThank you, my dear, 0 he said taking the fl ut

AWebre set so0ox| dodr sn ot Mr swoski@avith the teandon @A Ni g el
turning the final board member séo
AExcell ent, 0 Lex said with a smile.

*k%k

Lois sighed as she stared at the news coverage detailing the bridge collapse Superman showed up

to save at the last minute. It seemed like this weekbwsag for the man of steel. She hoped he

di dndt come back in as sour of a mood as he h
his mood had to do with Ralph and Phil. It had been fun to pull him out of his bad mood. After
overhearingthe talem@f t he conversation Clark had had ar
had with Cat shedd realized keeping her rel at
impossible. No sense in suppressing her urge to kiss him when everyone thought tlado¢ was

more going on.

It wasnodot | i ke she didnét want toé

She definitely wanted to. Shebéd fantasized ab
That towel she wished would fall off andé
6Dondt gheremihdedrherseld

Catlaughedassh t ook a seat at Lois6 desk, AThereds
Lois glared at her, Al d&m not talking to you. o
Cat sighed, Al came off too strong. I was | us
what, never mind. Forget | said anything. o
Lois si Chmed, waNd,, what is it?0o

Cat sighed, Al was just happy to finally see
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Lois gave Cat a slow smile, Al am, but ... wh
happenéo Cat arched an aeyabradw hatr , hdirl and elr 0io

Cat smirked at her, fASeriously?0 She | et out
than. . . uh, most of the women in this newsroom
on, Lois, you knaw éwhat | 6m talking abo

Lois |l et out an irritated sigh and gave Cat a

Cat gave Lois a slow smile, AWhat can | say?

Aféor rejectionéo Lois muttered under me&rt br ea
try to play all innocent with me. You were the one over there trying to take advantage of a man

withnomemory . . 1 mean, really? Who does that?o

Cat shrugged, ANothing el se was working, but
achancelmause he only had eyes for ...you.0 Lois
saying?

<<fiYou got the wrong idea, Lois.Oo

ACat Grantds bedroom has more comings and goi
commuter. 0o>>

AWhat are yaqu Ctaal?k iHeg wabbnwtt even here a week
Cat cut her off and | aughed, ALois, you of al
gossip from the Planet Grapevineeéo

AAre you saying...0 She began hoarsely.

ANot eV eriyseems. Maje yousandaCsark for instance...a week ago | never would have

t hought youdéd have the guts to plant one on h
surprise you....even you. I still dontwas under
SO Oobviouséo

Lois was quiet a moment, AAre you done?0

Cat smiled, Al dm just trying to say...donot |
you. Heés a good guy and ... you deserve that

Lois smiled at Cat |, AfiThanks, Cat . o

AHeyi,efChd Ji mmy knocked on Perryds door and st
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AUh, whatdés up, Jimmy?06 Perry asked, |l ooking

Al, uh, dondét know how to say this...o0o Jimmy

AJust spit it out, Ji mmy, cRembaskedyirotatedsee | 6 m e
AMy paycheck bounced! o Jimmy said hurriedly.

AWhat 20 Perry asked, confused.

Al €1l é6m in the red, Chief, |l candét. ..o Jimmy b
ACal m down, Ji mmy, |l 611 figure it out. o

He pulled out his walletand Jimmg® ok hi s head, AChi ef , | candt
ANonsense, 0 Perry said, handing him a coupl e

the bottom of this. o

Jimmy nodded, taking the money, fAThanks Chi ef
thinkitmi ght have to do with those budget cuts?o
nét know, 0 Per [

do ry s hed. AThere have bee
|l e Carpenter scandal ut

Al g
who b we were bouncing

AMaybe therebds oomet iCampealtee goiuhg be doing
suggested.
ANo, 0 Perry said, fACarpenter is in prison.. .t

AMaybe Lois and CK can | ook into itéo Ji mmy s

AYeah, when they arendét busy eglbiomgoe®ehrgt me
under his breath.

Jimmy | aughed, Al saw that! | wonder how that
otherdéds throats toéo
Aébeing in each otherés arms?0 Perry asked wi

justsneaks up on you. o0

*k%k
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AAre you sure youoOre okay with this? | mean w
with a kiss before snuggling up with him on t
been turned into pizza and movie nigheatfiling the stories on the fire and bridge collapse.

Lois had decided instead of going out shedd r
she could with Clark before he got called away for Superman duties. It seemed the man of steel

was exta busy lately. That or she was just becoming more and more aware of his coming and
goings now that she was in on the secret.

Altés fine, 0 she said, | eaning against his <c¢ch
with him. 0Yowwtyv ealbleedhay.n \Wdlenddondét have to go
pointed to he television and then gestured t

He wrapped an arm around her as she leaned against him, kissing her head before he hit play on

the movie. fAOkay, hopefully we can get through
ASeems to be happening a |l ot |l ately, o0 she sai
ANo, not wusually, o he sighed. #fl jostonetbing sur e w
after another. .. I 6m sorry | wasndét much help
on your own today. o

AWell, i1tds just something we have to figure

you contributed the uer man quotes and eye witness accoun
rubbing her palm against his chest as she leaned on his shoulder.

He smiled, removing her hand from his chest a
youdre right. o
She smirmedal, waiys right, 06 She | eaned up to Kkiss

intensity. She leaned into him, turning into his arms as his arms wrapped around her waist,
pulling her to him as he deepened the kiss.

Al still canbtsbkbhgve.towheltkedyou... 0 He mur

She sighed against his lips, linking her arms around his neck as she readjusted herself on his lap,

il knowéso much...wasted ti meébo

He nodded his agreement as he began nibbling at her collarlzdneathexposed by her

sl eeveless button down top. AThat feels so0éo
him as she pressed her body against his. She tightened her thighs against his and laughed when
he jumped slightly.

AlLios €0 He a gulingrback dightty.,She gave him her best innocent look and

|l aughed. fAWe do a very bad i mpression of a co
kissed his neck.
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ABut domushimore funéod She teased against his |

He groanedasshekkl@d her fingers against his chest, AQ
She pulled back when she sensed his hesitatio
ALoi s, I dondét know how to say thiséodo He pull

He let out another groan as she her hands up and down his chest.

=]

But 20 She prodded.

AThi séyoui tkiishdnaeé& ncharted territory for me. |
couch for a moment and she tightened her ar ms
relationshipwhee | dondét have to hide anything...its
He looked away sadly.

Lois stroked his cheek, turning his face to |
relationship thing as | sorertedstverd tackel BepeatisHercbuts h i f
she remained on his lap.

AReal |l y?0 He asked, surprised.

She nodded, Al mean my whole |ifebds basically
trying to figure this out | vebryhaddwosedouse €0 She
relationships and both of those ended up as f
cheek and she continued, Al told you about CI
this, it was one t isimederadrretallingtthe pam $oth.physicallyand! . 0 S
emotionally shedéd suffered from Claude. HAAwkw
so | ended up just pretendingéo She shook her
Al 6m sorry, 06 he whispered, cupping her cheek.
AAfer | found out hebéd stolen my story | filed
bitter with each wor davduhremors.pjoskwanted théfreto skopsoeé ad a
withdrew my complaintébut it was too | ate. o

Despite her best effts to hold in the tears a few escaped and Clark leaned in to kiss them away.
ALois, anyone that wouldél swear, | would nev

St

|l know that, o she said softly, Al just. ..l w
ot that experienced andéo

>

ALoi séo Clark began softly.

93 | Page



Folc4evernaday

Al mean | know you traveled a | ot and its not
youbyoe é&Gut | just dondt want you to beéeo

ALoi s, |l dm not é0 He shook his head amdn sloée | 0
that experienced eitheréo

AYoubre not ?0 She asked with a curious expres
<<fiYou got the wrong idea, Lois.OoO

AfCat Grantds bedroom has more comings and goli
commuter. o0o>>

<<fiNothing happened. 0

A C| ayoulcan do the horizontal rhumba with the entire MetNet cheerleading squad for all |
care. Just keep your hands off my copy. 0>>
ANo, actwually notéat all éo At her widened exp
hereél d6m di f f er e nidnéd to...ctossmat theesholchuatil |dceld find

someone | could share everything witheéo
AReal |l y?0 She asked cautiously. ASo, youdre w
AJust the right person, 0 He stroked her cheek

AOh, Clark, 0 She begranl itps cwiyt anldi deowmptholed i
are just so...Il love you. o

1]

|l Il ove you too, Lois, 0 he whispered, captur.i

***

The next morning Lois found herself unable to wipe the smile off her face from the evening at
ClarkbésenapaHe<d brought her home after the mo
times to catch up on the parts they missed. It had been a great evening with the man she loved
and after their talk she felt cl| omeyoulikeo hi m
thato rang true to her. She knew Clark. She
to know him the more she understood why he did the things he did.

és
0d

When shedd arrived at work shedd niilarpasatly a bougq
bag sitting on her desk with a note.

//Just Because.

Love,
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Clark//

She smiled after reading the card and closed the note to her chest for a moment as she
contemplated its contents for a moment. It was so surreal to have Supermanfasrddmyt

she had to admit it had its perks. The authen
noticeéthe flights home when she was too tire
AMornning, Lois, howdéds it going?06 Jimmy asked,

AGood, 0 Lois. sShie endothiacpepd Ityhe boxes i n his arn

AOh, wuh, the Chief thought i1itd6d be a good ide

with howéconnectedéthis boss seems to be. So,
gottawa n you, |l probably wonét be done till this
AThat 6s fine, 0 Lois nodded. fAYou can just dro
really good idea. Thanks, Jimmy. o0

Jimmy smiled, ANo problem. o

*k%k

Lucyodos flight c aeftevorkearlyto biekher sisteeyup som the arpost. Wihen
shedd arrived at the terminal to pick her wup
expecting, AMother! o

Ellen gave a forced smile, fALoi s, bitehncder ni ce t o
mot herds tone was evident and Lois did her be
Al should have called you, 0 Lois began carefu
AYes, you should have! o6 EIll en snapped. @Al hav

that my youngest daughter is moving back home? Neither one of you have the decency to call
me andeéeo

ALois! o Lucybs voice interrupted her tirade a

Al missed you so much | . mod hleudy Stacmpedewlrarn

her sister, AUh, hi, mom...surprise...O0

EI'len arched an eyebrow at Lucy, ASurprise?o

*k*k

El'l en foll owed Lois and Lucy back to Loisd ap

each other. It was a bit awkwargitrg to catch up with their mother there but they did the best

they coul d. ARSo, you broke up with Lex Luthor
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AYes, i1isndét it great?0 Lucy beamed happily.

Al éguesséo Ell en shruggedt dbdéod kevowRPomet t he
AMe neither, o0 Lucy added. fAHe never wanted to
partner and cavorkers more than the guy that was suppossdiynt er est ed i n my si

ALuceéd Lois sighed, not whondiscussgpn witlo hergmother.i nt o

ASo youbre single again?06 EIll en sighed. #@AShou
ANo, 06 Lois said, trying to force herself not
AOh, shebds not singleéptwirkhed, IA8Daddi d hih ake
night with a hot guy the other night. o

AWell that was fast, o Ell en said with a disap
ANot really, 0 Lucy winked, fASheds known him f

AReal |l y?0 EIl |l enbds f acd ope&krekded nup iagmud ds h e oa cst uw
this side of her mother at all.

iléo She began carefully. How would her mothe
|l ecture about how shedd been forcedndtuoy?gi ve u
AGo on, 0 Ell en said eagerly.
Al 6ve been ... .seeing Clark, o Lois said sl owl
She was ready for the fireworks. The | ectures
prepared for was this. fAGood for you. o
AWhat 20 Lois asked, wuncertainly.
Al said, 6good for you, 060 EIl en repeated. AYo
wonot it o6l |l make the relationship stronger.
AWho are you and what have you done with my m
AWhat ? | candtdtabghbheppPpy EblFremyasked.
Lucy | aughed, trying to cut the tension a bit
Alt was nice .dinner and dancing and. .. 0 She
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Al 6m really happy for yow,ofdie, 0 AlCU ay kdasi & tga
|l et go of that silly Superman crush and good
Lois |laughed, AYeah, | guess. 0

Lucy smiled, Al gQguess? Please it iIs written a
bugoéo
ALucyeéo Lois blushed.
AYou do | ook happy, Lois, 0 EI'len observed qui
ASay Clarkés name without smiling, 06 Lucy said
her face. NASee? You canodot even think about hi
ALuceélbashleed, knowing full well her sister w
slow. .. Neither of wus want to rush into anythi
AYeah, | et me know how that goes for you...O0
you canb6ét scare him offébo
ADotnér emi nd me, 0 EIll en said shaking her head.
find the trouble you do. I f | had a penny for
Al know, |l know, 06 Lois sighed. ACl ark says th
ASomet hing we have innmlemmon, 6 EIlIl en said wit
Al 6m starved! What are we doing for dinner?59
AOh, wuh, Clark was going to pick up some Chin
story wedbre working onéo
AOh, really??0 EIllen asked, her eyes doing a
lucyds eyes sparkled as well, ADo we need to n
ALucy! o Lois blushed, AWe just started going
ASo?0 Lucy shrugged, AYoubve known each other
something about hiskiss®® . maki ng your toes curl 6é0 Lucy r ¢
recalling just how weak that kiss had made he
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AWe should come up with a signal. You wiggle
toleaveéeo

1

Wiggle my nose?0 Lois | aughed. ADo | | ook 1|

=
[

Lucy shrugged as she wiggled her eyebrows,
ABehave, both of you, 0 Ellen interrupted.
A knock at the door interrupted the sibling teasing and Loisdighe i That 6 s pr obably
Aféand Loisd dessert, o Lucy added | aughing.

AShut wup, o6 Lois said before turning to open t
side of the door with a bag of Chinese.

AHI , 0 he said wi tntothaapartment. lde hansed hos the bhag qf Ghinese i

and she turned to introduce him to her unexpe
AUh, mom, this is Clark. Clark, moméo Lois in
ANi ce to meet you, Mrs. Lane, oveHimaencatvernded hi

before taking it, eying him critically before stepping back. She looked from Lois to Clark back to
Lois again then smiled.

Lucy el bowed her mother, whispering, fADondt e
Ellen gave himaonceovernce mor e then smiled, ANice to me
hearing. .. o0

Lucy tugged her mom into the spare bedroom, q

ABut you already... 0 Ell en began before reald.
Isuppps e a second opinion on where everything i s
AWhat was that about?06 He asked curiously.
ALucy is just being...Lucy, o0 Lois said too qu
the files?o0

He nodded, patting the box with hisonethgn A Ji mmy sai d hedd be comir
AUh, just put 1t in the |Iiving room. We can s

Cl ark nodded, handing her the bag of food. #AH
Lucyéo
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AMombés not,a bogsemnetassured, AShould be fine.
He snapped his fingers, Al al most forgotél wa
of the guys that were caught in the sting at
Lois handed him the phoneande began to dial. Altds so weird
stopped when he motioned for her to stop talking, moving the phone away from his ear
cautiousl y. AWhat is it?0o

He lowered his glasses, scanning the room cautiously then whispered ityabdiage tone,
AUnl ock your window, 06 before dropping the pho
door.

Ellen reentered the |Iiving room with Lucy, AL
finish her statement Lois was already openingwiadow for the famed superhero of
Metropolis. AOh, my...oO

AThi s6l 1 just take a secéo Clark reassured.

with a handful of gadgets that appeared to be small cameras.

Lucy stared at the camerasinshdtd, s t hat € ? 0

Clark nodded, AYes, Clark, wuh....told me...O0
Lois noticed he was | ooking at her for help a
AHe found a camera...and then wkoisexplained fi nd Su
AWho would bug your apartment?0 EIll en asked.

Lois looked away from her mother nervously, unsure of how to explain everything. Lucy caught

her sisterés gaze and shook her head, #AYou th
ARTakt hose to the police and get a restraining
ALucy, it's not t&h@h, shaomw lLGea .explLaiirs. .began.

Clark nodded, Al 6m going to take these somewh
finishing, ACIark mshloull @f tbehdaw&s spionnki ng whp,
ADoubl e Fudge Crunch bars?06 God, she was as b
|l ook at Lois in confusion she fought the wurge
bars, reall y?6 ,t oiWhraen yShwe dJatsta nsovwdedeetd t oot héc
ARi ght , 0 he nodded. Within the blink of an ey
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A knock at the door a few seconds | ater annou
smiled when she saw Clark standing there with a box of Double Fiidge nch bars. HAFor
uh, sweet toothéo He whispered with a smirk a

*k%k

Nigel glared at the screen as he watched the footage of Lois Lane opening her window for

Superman and then withindawkew déaokds Headdhf m
surveillance equi pment . Now that Lex was no |
harder to replant the equi pment . Hedéd have to

*k%k

Later that evening, they all sat around thardy table, enjoying the Chinese food Clark had

brought from éa | ittle place he knewdé. EI Il en
table and Lois helped set the research up in the living room. Once the table was set they all sat
downtoeatfi S o, Lucy howés it feel to be back in Me
eggroll.

AGreat! d Lucy beamed. #ACalifornia was fun for
school this Fal/l |l need to finish up my degr
A...and sclhepckitvo ngaypyalyeckéo EIl |l en added.

Lucy sighed, Al &m doing what | can while goin
Clark smiled, AWell | 6m gl ad youdbre back. Ik
AYes | missed her too, 0 Lucy sighed, fAbut tha
ANo Ipegmbo He shared a | ook with Lois for a mor
ALois, isnét easy to keep up with,o EIll en add
Clark smiled, AShedés worth it, o That wearned h

make her mind up about him fom@goment. He noticed the lull in the conversation and decided
to try and find out more about Loisd mother,

t he moment. ASo, EIl en, Lois said you were a
El'l en nodded, fAYes Metrwpodl assGregiecall .nunt s avth
Clark nodded, nAYeah, |l met him when we did th
El'l en raised her eyebrows at him, waiting for
offered.

AUh, yeah, otainHf¢hatsvasithd right way ¢éordescribe Sam Lane.
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AHe wasnodt always | i ke that, but ambition Kkin
the rest, 0 She took a fortune cookie and open
AWhat is it?0g9gLbhey aowked, ordperei tooki e, fAHey! o
AWhat 2?0 Lois asked.

Ailtds in Chinese! o EIlIlen said in shock.

Lois |l aughed, handing the fortunes to Clark t
Cl ar k !aughed, taking the fortune and reading
oppa t uni ty, o

Lucy and Ell en stared at him in shock, fAYou ¢
Aéand about three hundred other | anguages, 0 L

=13
o
=y
o
—
o
«
—

aphic memory, o Clark explained.

AWowéo Lucy sighed, AFeelhi s klealhle? @i @lga mle Iwa u ¢
El'l en sighed, stretching her arms. AThi s was
Al think | &m going to head out. o She gave Luc
telling me again, o

AYes, Mo t ha giving hetalhagy s a i

El'l en turned to Clark, AClark, thank you for
their caterer. Weobre always |l ooking for new p
AUh, | dondét know if they cater, 06 Clark began
AReal |l y?d,Elsluemprasked. AThey really shoul déAny
fun, 0 She then turned to Lois and gave her a
AHol d ont o hi m. Heds good for you, 0 Before tu

St

Did that Luayaskedmahpgk.en ? 0

ADIi nner with mom and an enjoyabl e conversatio
Lois laughed.

Lucy smil ed, Al think she was on good behavio
AProbably, 6 Lois said, turning to |l ook at him
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Lucyletoutayawnmd si ghed, Al think the jet | ag i s ge
in. Do you need any help cleaning up?o
ANo, thatodés fine, o0 Lois reassured her, AGet s

Clark nodded, taking Loi s 6cywased doodnightdand left. Hefi Go o d
turned to Lois as he grabbed the trash from t
nice, 0

She | aughed, AShe has her moments. 0 She began
watched Clark bend over to swegpthe stray bits of food that had fallen on the floor. Lucy was
still awake so he didndét want to do anything

He noticed her eyes on him and turned back to
contents of the diipan in the trash.

He foll owed her i
fil

nt g room and took
t he es over, 0 Sh n

d dinner. My m

AShe seemséguardedéo He observed sadly.

3t

She isoddéedi sinAfter everything that happened
urned to drinkingébo

—

AThat must have been rough on you and Lucy, O

She smiled slowly, #@Alt was. laltvatly thelbout &fe d her s e
everythingéshe has her qualms about relations
dondét do too well with the touchy feely stuff
Clark smiled, Al dve noticed. 0O

Al mean, after whsatadaplpedhledprtdmiexred emysel f |
slightly, Il ooking down at his hand that stil!]l
me. ..l spent a year trying to deny it and the
fetwhen you ki ssed me and thenéo She squeezed hi
He cupped her cheek, Al | ove you too, 0 He sai
Al dondt think 1061l ever tire of hearing that
AThen 16l just have trngk®E&gs hes, dacingthg outlime,ofo He g

her lips with his tongue. She cupped his face with her hand, fingering the curls on the back of his
head with her fingers. He moaned against her lips as she deepened the kiss, pressing her small
frame against him
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Al guess you will, o0 She grinned back at hi m,
against him, AnSo, why the glasses?0 Lois ask
Al needed them to help me when | was younger
leasnhowt o contr ol my powers when | was younger.
the ideal situation. o

AOr seeing through someoneds clothes. .. 0 Lois
youe?o

ANot i ntentionall y, basddentlly@na yle dwatsh ei ngihrilgshé slco
room. .. Not my proudest moment é0 He added as s
his neck.

AEver been tempted?0 She asked, | eaning back

where his hand restl below her rib cage.

AMayébe, 0 He admitted shyly.

AReal |l y?0 She asked, turning to face him, ABy
AWhen?o

He | ooked away, avoiding her gaze, AUh. . .0
ASuper man doesndét | i e, 0 Shngheagindlldrdme againsthim ng he

as he struggled to form a response.
She ran her hand seductively -idsoévn hi s thigh c

She giggled in response, Al Dbelieve you were
index finger ad middle finger from his thigh to his knee in a walking motion.

APl ease donét do...thatéo He whispered, takin
palm as he brought it to his hand to kiss.

AWhy?0 She teased. AAm | distracting you??o

AWi t hdbauubta, 06 He whispered, brushing his |ips &

AYou never answered my... 0 She sighed happily

neck, AOh, Clark. ..o

He smiled against her neck, ATwo can play tha
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Shelaughed | eani ng back against him as his arms t
this....super...willpower...Oh, God...0 She m
spot to make her melt in his arms.

Alt has its | i mhetearéepolingleavayiromerp er ed i n
She | ooked at him intrigued. MAReall y?0o She w
he got that familiar expression on his face.

nBank al ar m, o

ABank alarm?06 She gl amdked aate tchHe scelddcok, @Al I
Al't could be nothing, but just in case... 0 He
try to be quick,o

ust about to find out all those juicy

=
=
©
n

*k%k

Nothing. No ggn of anyone anywhere. Clark scanned the building as he landed outside the bank.

A security guard walked up to him, shaking hi
of the nightéo

Ails there a problem, sir?o06 Clark asked.

AObviousl yemdot Ad etsiaghri ve all the way down
someone thinks@ f unny t o mess with the systeméo

AAny i dea who or what could have tripped the
AThereds no telling, 6 the guiatridvehd ugged. ATh
*k%

Al didndédt call for maintenance. .. 0 Lois began

AThisoéll just take a minute, o0 The man reassur
apartments. We just replaced a pipe and need

i Ok alpis modded, stepping aside for the man to enter the apartment. She watched him head
to the bathroom and then turned back to the file on the table. Hopefully, Clark would be back
soon. A few minutes later the man was leaving. Lois waved and got up thvéod&or behind

hi m. A We | | t hat was quick, 0 She quipped.

***

104 | Page



Folc4evernaday

ABureau 39? Jason Traskébés Bureau 39?20 Lex ask
front of him. They were after all in Germany.

Agent Carter nodd
t

d
have gone about i

e d, 0 Dfhhestroodksr like theylsaid.andHemamnay h a
hings the wrong way, but he

N What was that?0 Lex asked.

Carter shook his head, ANo way, 0 He pointed t
I 61 | terl yt tyiorug ewou need to know, O

AVery well, 0 Lex took out his checkbook and b
ACash, o6 Carter corrected. Al need the money i
AHow do | know you arenodt hus&tLeéx yimguitmowedhak
Carter pulled out a small green glowing rock

the initial testing on this |ittle piece of h

Als that é?0 Lex began to say.

1]

Kryptonite, 06 Carter nodded.

***

Clark shookhs head as he knocked on Loisd door. Sir
couldndét just fly in and out without raising
pl anted cameras in Lois®é apartment. How many

examined the cameras enough to know if they were audio or not, but the idea of someone
watching Loi sé

The door opened and Lois smiled at hi m, AThat
AFal se alarm, 06 He said with a smil ehtarm he st e
and smiled, Al guess we need to be more caref
room to make sure he didnét see any more came

Lois nodded, AYeah, 0 She shuddered slightly,
seat on theouch.

il checked the room. There are no more camer a

nBut there wereéo Lois reminded hi m. AfJust t h

di sgust. AwWhat i f someone was | istening?o
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AWe dondbhokpowamertas had audi o on them, o CIl ar
ABut we were talking about...you know what é Wh
talk in code rather than say the actual name

Clark sighed, nAWedl lo dHealr ewistshurietd,i fc uiptpi map he

=]

Do you think Lucyés right?0 Lois asked shaki

|l dondt know, o0 Clark sighed. fAThe problem is
he police so itbds our word agzaeirnos tp ahpiesré ktnroawil
ead to some fal/l guy and nowhere near him. o

_ T

AThis is getting kinda scary, o0 Lois said shak
couch. Al &m starting to think we pabémrdbtofe&ven
Al know, 0 He sighed, taking her hand in his.
AWell, maybe if we keep taking steps backward

reasoned, squeezing his hand.

AThank you, 0 He whispered.

AFort Wwdh aShe asked.

AEverything, 06 He sighed, intertwining his fin
and you werendédt. You didndédt have to believe m
She held a finger up to his mouth anhl-whisper
shocked that night...Youdbre right | could hav
ti me when you could have told me. You trusted
Al | ove you, 06 He said sof tfagehim,lcepinygthegde ofhis t o k

face as she deepened the kiss. She traced the length of his tie with her index finger, pulling him
to her as she tugged on his tie, wrapping the silk tie around her hand as she moved up toward the
knot of his tie to looseit.

Al |l ove you, 0 She murmured against his |ips,
other leg to the other side of his leg so that she was hovering above his lap, supporting herself on
her knees as she kissed him, tugging at the kmbitie with her fingers.

A | |l ove you, 0 He whispered, slipping his hand
her back. His tie hung loosely around his neck, untied and she pulled it through the collar of his

shirt. He could feel the heat froher body pressed against him, smell her perfume as it teased his
nostrils. Her chest was pressed up against his chin, teasing him as she deepened the kiss. He
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could feel his body responding to her touch.

ATake this off é0 She jaokatofimimrwihdyt breaking theirgmbrace. g e t
He nodded, leaning back just far enough so he had enough room to shrug the jacket off and

threw it over the back of the couch. She reached for his collar and pulled him toward her. He
groaned as hisfaceblue d agai nst her bl ouse. Hedd fantasi
cotton bl ouses for months. He wasnot sure if
didndédt want to scare her off and he wabe reall
seemed to sense his hesitation and she reache
dreamed of this for so | ongé

Aliosé0o She caught his gaze meeting his eyes hi
blouse, one button at a time. Tldea of making love to Lois was enough to make him sweat. He

knew she was just as turned on as him. He looked down at the fabric that was bunched up on

both sides of her thighs, swallowing hard as he noticed how far up her legs her skirt had been
hikedupb. So many fantasi esée

He groaned as he saw her slowly reveal a simple lace bra beneath her blouse and bit his lower lip
in anticipation, meeting her heated gaze with one of his own. He leaned forward, brushing his

lips against her collarbone. She sighegily and lowered herself down to his lap, pressing
herself against him. AOh, Cl é06 She gasped as
She whimpered against him, moving to recapture his lips with her own.

ALoi s. .. 0 He deisov and she whanpered agpirsst himni He ldrank in the
sight of her with her blouse hanging open, straddling him and he smiled.

She cut him off and devoured his | ips with he
|l ips, Al | ove you, O

AHey, blrooiusg,htl t he rest of the stuff over here
the door opening caught his attention and he quickly grabbed his jacket to cover Lois up as she

pull ed back to |l ook at him in curiosity. #fAWho
AJi mmy, whatg area ey?®?w0 dowii s whi mpered from bene
her blouse.

AOIBpke 6 Cl ark groaned between gritted teeth, t|
her move against him.

Al sastor ry. Il had no i dea. strug@ihg,withGhe 8okes inhis mmy mar
arms. Unfortunately, Clark was in no position to move to help him.

Lois fumbled with the buttons to her bl ouse u
you knock?o0

~

Al di déno one answeackde caénad Jtihmremyd osotra mmaesr eudn,l t r
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looking at either her or Clark.

Lois finished buttoning her blouse then turned on his lap, eliciting another groan as she brushed
against him.o You have got to be the most 1inc

Jimmywas still strugging with the boxes he was holding an
idea you guys were....|l mean. .. o0

Clark still struggling to regain control of his body decided to intervene, wrapping an arm around
Loisd waist, ALois, htoinmiyng.l.6.mb0 sure it was ju

Lois glared at Jimmy for a moment then glanced back at Clark again then turned her attention
back to Jimmy shooting him a | ook of death, i
or | swear. ..o

ALoi s, come on yamu tkhmaw omel ibmemyt esraitdh a bit of f

AWhat i s going on out here?0 Lucy asked, step
sl eep and. .. o0

ALucy?0 Jimmy dropped the box where he was st
sister. Al gbudwéenéet . koow

Lucy nodded, AJust got in...What are you...?0
still sitting halfway on Clarkés | ap with his

still hanging on her shoulders and realizatiegdn to dawn on her.

|l onger payi

Unfortunately, Ji mmy was no n
th Lucy. ASo, h

g att
intent on reconnecting wi ow | o
AUm, why dondét we t al kingaoisandiClark who wereestill sittinggonL u c y

the couch.

AWhat 20 Ji mmy asked confused for a moment t he
Anot her ti me. |l 61l just be. .. O

Clark let out a sigh of relief that their unexpected houseguest was finallydeahen his super

hearing picked up the police radio from down
gunman is armed and dangerous...0 He silently
AAIl I units responad. .r@®&peat. .. Al l units respo
Al 6ve got to go, 0 He whispered, grabbing his

their very heated makeut session had had on him from Lucy and Jimmy who were still not
paying any attention t o t hdedawntofkisshdislgoodbgee you t
before leaving.
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See, Jimmy, |l ook what you did...d Lucy smack

Al didndét do anything. |l was in the middle of

*k%k

Thankfully the hostage situation was a quick in and out situati wher e he di dndt n
around for | ong. Hedéd | eft before the media h
without drawing attention to his current pred
was still very noticeable. Thatas one downfall about the Superman suit...it was very revealing.

He smiled to himself. Hedd have to come up wi
this without embarrassing himself. I't was pai
aganst him made it so worth it. He wouldnodot tr e

Maybe a trip up to the arctic for a few minut
when her body had been convulsing against him and shudderedtiakefew hours...

*k*

Lois turned on the television to see the coverage on the hostage situation at a gas station down

the street. She smiled as she watched the familiar red and blue streak fly in and rescue the

hostages while depositing the gunmentb e pol i ce at super speed. He
enough to talk to anyone.

OProbably stildl h a v She geaspnedtdHersaiis wi t h t hat sui
She shuddered involuntarily recalling the har

been kissing him tonight. There was no way that had gone down in just a few
mi nut eséSuperman or not.

<<ATwo days of not being abl e o do anything

pheromones. . .|l guess | just kinda | ost my wi/.l
AReal |l y?0o

ATwoédays. .. O

ASo, is that the | imit to Supermanés will powe
Altédependséo

AOn éwhat éexactl y?o

AHow | ong youb6re torturing...himéforéo >>
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She recalled their conversation about dow his
been under the influence of the pheromones a
realized shed6d been throwing herself at Cl ark
shedd shown up at his apartment in

<<fiLoi séo

Shecuthimdéf and devoured his |ips with her own. A
i ps, Al |l ove you, 0>>

She shuddered involuntarily recalling how she
him kissing her. For a komatlgng wrong with hes dfter vltht t h o u g

had happened with Claude. Now she realized it had nothing to do with her.
<<fildbve been wanting to do that since this mo

AwWhy didnoét you??o

Al didnoét know if | was allowed. phWeééeée>stil

Clark was such a boy scout. He had been afrai
the pace of their relationshinp. It was empowe
<<Al want this to workamoread tmanhamsytwhirhg, I0&w»
AOh, Clarkéo She sighed, | eaning back against
table catching up over chocolate i ce cream an

sure what had happened between the twoerhthut it seemed to be in the past now because
they didndét seem to be able to take their eye

<<fiLois, ités very | ateébo

ANot too | ate | hope...for us...for happiness
AOh, no! Lois, please no dondét! o

AOh, CIl ar k, lo | opveen dy otuH e Ir emsatntoft my | i fe with
ALois, please go home. .. O

AYoudbre here...this is my home. .. O

ALois, you donodét know how many times |1 6ve tho
something |like this...butoti tréesaln.otl rdecan 6.t Whnaatv
but there was something in the perfume that made everyone drunk on...love...Lois, | cannot take
advantage of you |like this...0o>>
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The memory of that night shedd tried to seduc
been seared into her mind for months. Shedod t
heart and her head knew better. Shedd fought
feelings, but still felt that fear in the pit of her stomach.

<<fiLoi s, I canot take it anymor e. I f you reall
Her feelings for Clark were intenseéand that
with Claudeémoving too quickly scared her. So
theone to make the first move? I n the heat of t
<<ALoi s, I canodot take it anymor e. I f you real

She knew she had been the one to push the boundaries tonight. She had been the one to lose
conrol élf Ji mmy hadndét shown up when he di déWo
Admitting that had been the first hurdle but taking that step...a step that had ended in a disaster

|l ast timeéterrified her.

<<Al mean, youbre €eYOU,bebéust | just dondét want

(@)}

ALoi s, |l 6m not él &6m not that experienced eithe

AYoudre not ?o0
ANo, actually notéat all éo >>

A week ago they had been just friends, partners...and she was infatuated with-kigoalter

oblivious to the fact that they were one and the same. Blmwuch had changed and everything

seemed to be moving so fast. What she felt...she could easily lose herself in his arms without
thinking twice, but that was where shed6éd mess
moment without checkingtheat er | evel first. Theyobéd known e
each other at the same time.

<<fiLois, 1 &m not from hereél édm differentéso |
unt il |l could find someone | could share ever
<<AiSo, youbre waiting forébo
AJust the right person,...You, O
A Oh, Clark, you are just so. ... |l ove you, O
Al |l ove you too, Lois, o >>
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He was Superman yet he seemed just as scared about crossing that threshold as she did. His plea
to take things slow had bee met wi th skepticism on her part é,
things slow with anyone or anything.

<<fiLoi s, I canodot take i1t anymor e. I f you real

Shedd dreamed of hearing those wothimgsvasf r om Sup
different. It was Clark. Clark was Superman. The same man that had told her so long ago that all
she had to do was say the wordéWhy did that t

<<fiLoi s, I canodot take It anymor e. I f you real

*k%k

After a long dip in the Arctic ocean, Clark landed outside his balcony and stepped inside,

changing back into his dress slacks and dress shirt from earlier. He sighed as he closed the
window behind him. Tonight had nugvhenheddhe edi bl
knew they would have ended up moving their ve
he had. Jimmy had shown up and interrupted th
wanted to go right back to her apartment and finishtwha hey 6d st arted, but s
stopping him. He just wasndét sure what.

Maybe it was the fact that everything seemed to be moving so fast. Not fast in a bad way, but a
veryverygood way. He was afraid of scaring her off. He was afraid of blowinglipassibly

losing what was blossoming into a wonderful relationship. He loved being able to be himself

with her, but he still sensed she was hol ding
moment and have her regret it the next day. He wangdd He wanted forever. If that meant

dips in the Arctic ocean became a nightly ritual; so be it.

***

Back at Lois6 apartment Lucy and Ji mmy were s
for?0 Jimmy asked, taking a sip of coffee.

Al havieheddé delcucy said shyly. fALois is | etting
again and then get started back with school . 0
Jimmy nodded, #ASo, you...uh, seeing anyone. ..
Lucy | aughed at Jhiemymyhéasd mgeornveo wsnn eas sf.ewl dat es b
move out to California. Rather thantryto keepaidngst ance r el ati onship ¢t
take a break. Now that she was back it seemed
meannone special éo0 She said with a smile. fAYou?
him expectantly.

AU, no... o0 He said rather hurriedly. ANo one
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*k%k

The next morning Lois woke up to find Lucy and Jimmy had fallen asleep on the couchmgatchi
an old movie. She smiled, looking at her sister curled up in a ball on one side and Jimmy on the
other with a bowl of popcorn just a few inches from his sleeping arm. It seemed the two of them
were trying to pick things up where they left off a few nsrego. She headed to the bedroom to
finish getting dressed, throwing on a blouse and jeans. Thankfully it was Saturday and she had
the weekend off. It had been a long week. She smiled recalling all the changes that had taken
pl ace over t he al adsitf fweereekn. shefimiiecdhaseshekheaded to ¢he , 0
kitchen to begin brewing some coffee.

A knock at the door caught her attention and sh&eg to the door, careful not to wake Jimmy

or Lucy. She smiled when she saw Clark on the other sidagreen buttedown shirt and

jeans. She eyed him appreciatively, AMorning
A Mo r n henwhispered, leaning in to kiss her.

She smiled against his lips, smoothing her hand over the imaginary wrinkles on his shirt.
AEverything go okay?0o

A Y e ahb gnied, stepping into the apartment and closing the door behind him. He raised an
eyebrow when he saw Lucy and Jimmy on the couch.

Lois smiled, Al think they wereécatching upé
AAhhedonodded, fAWell, Lugwusstauhiéenvwmg Heo neti cean
mean, uh, Superman took Jack to visit Denny for the weekend and he, uh, offered to fly ...us out
to Smallvilleéif youbdbdobe interestedéjust fo

She arched an eyebr ow athedtFestiyal goifighoe tha¢ IGlwoulch ot s
know about ?0

Clark | aughed, AThat was the Corn Festival a

She smirked back at him, AOkay you got me th

Al promi se there are no cr opn fwletdasedrHoldingf or vy
up three fingers to give a 6scoutodéds honor . o
Lois |l aughed, |l eaning in to kiss him, nOkay,

A groan from the other side of the room caught both of their attention and they turned to see
Jimmy looking at them amused with a halfmi | e, ACK dondét you have a
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Al could ask you the same question, 0 Lois tea
change.

*k%k

{AThamk you

AFor what ?0

AEverything, You coul dwédrrerdétbeevomadi @amndimehawni
when | é0o

AEnough of that. I-s h @d lde  otuhdt waisg lat b.i tYsled é
mad, but as | said before | candét think of a
trustedy ou. | tdéds that simple. o

Al | oove you

Al | owle you

Nigel stopped the tape, seeing enough. He rolled his eyes in disgust, reaching for the phone,
AStart pulling everyt hing you can on Clark Ke

After giving his orders he hung up the phone. It hagnbtoo easy. Masquerade as a repairman

and add an audio feed to the electrical system so everything in the apartment worked as a
transmitter. Thankfully the electrical <circui
able to see it.

*k%k

The soundf the familiar sonic boom could be heard behind the barn. Martha looked at
Jonat han, ADid Clark call?0 He shrugged his s
follow her out on the porch, fAHe better have

~

Al dondt ttha nvko ryroyu ahbaovuet t hat é0 Jonathan point
in hand toward them.

***

Carter flipped through the envelope of cash h
He smirked at Luthor who just stared at him impatiently.

AYdhuave your moneyeo

St

How much do you want to know about Bureau 39
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AEverything. Everything that has to do with S
table as if the information was something Carter could make magically appeartaini¢he

Carter smiled, AWedl | have to start at the be
*%k%

ACan | get you some coffee?0 Martha asked, he
Lois |l ooked around the dining room neshevousl y.
nodded.

AThey nsbhtowled t oo | ong. Clark | ikes to try and
farm ever since Jonathandéds back surgery a few
and took a seat at the dining table, ASo, CIla
Lois nodded, AYeah, 0 She smiled taking a seat a
Surprisingly it was already sweetened to her liking.

ABl ack, two sugars. Just | ike Jonathan. o Mart
time you were he.0

AThanks, 0 Lois said, setting the cup down.
AKinda weird, huh?0 Martha asked.

AYes! o Lois nodded, AVery. 1tbés just so...0 S
ASurprising?06 Martha guessed.

AShockingéd Lois-shaokdel@ dwheén asfishetd |t-ol d meé
shocked. 0o

Aln a good way or a bad way?o

Al guess...a good?0 Lois shrugged. AWedre sti
slow, 0 Lois said.

AAnd he told you about evaskegduneasilyyg with Lex Lu

Lois nodded, AYeah, and some of it | had to f
...blind.o
Al didndt want you-fgietet iwiig hc aeuvgehrty tihni ntghéee scpreocsi
everything he did when he was testing€lara f ew mont hs ago. Thereds
doéo
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ATesting Clark?0 Lois asked, confused.

Martha sighed, fiSo he didndét tell you everyth
AThe stuff with Prometheus mainlyéwebdbve been
beenslowlyte | i ng me everythingélike with the Krypt
AWhen he first started out O0being Supermandé L
jump at the same time across town frLoisn one an
bl ushed slightly recalling the incident where
mo ment . Did she know? He seemed to be pretty
to test his vulnerabilityébo

AThe Carlin buddddi nfiglé or eLnoe nsb enro.do

AWhen he put the pieces together and confront

AHe confronted him?0 Lois asked, aghast.
AYes, sometimes he just jJjumps in without thin
in danger. Anyway, when he confrontedHinut hor tol d him the tests w

Superman left Metropolis

AThat 6s why he went missing for three days, O
when Super man hadndét shown up to help during
60per man exclusive. 6

Al tried talking him out of itéWe just coul dn
was that changed his mind, 0 Martha sighed, #fAb
use his powerséto bel polibaegbaadad waht edskobti

<<Altoés th i dea of Super mahuildafwhomeatcendt o bel i
Whatever he cam>*o; thatods enough

Lois recalled the words shedd said esatCl ar k s
What had changed his mind? ASo, do you guys a
Martha | aughed, ASometimes itbdés the only way
giving her a pained expression, AThis i s nice
AWhat 2?0 dLoiusn sausrkee of what the change i n Mart ha
Al 6 m shoer rsyniof fed, taking Loisd hand. #Altdéds jus
youbdbre the first woman | 6ve been able to talk
say.Mat ha squeezed her hand before dabbing at he
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arms trying to indicate something but never finished her statement, seeming to brush herself off
she smiled, fADid he ever t el |rougobeforadeadingonal | t
thesui t ?0

ANo, 0 Lois said cautiously.

Martha had a gleam in her eye as her grin wid

*k%k

Al't emits a pretty strong radiation. No one w
theorythatitwa | d ki |l |l Super man because it came to Eze
said nonchalantly.

ADo you have this ship?06 Lex asked in anticip
ANo, but | know where to get itéo Carter grin

*k%k

That afternoon Lois walked with Clark towateetlake, still mulling over her conversation with
Martha earlier. fiSo, no crop festival séo She
agent séo

ANope, | ust a hegonnedather, 3@pgping hts ar;ms adound her waist as they
walked tavard the pier.

AwWhy did I | et you talk me into this?0 Lois a

AYou said youbve never been fishing before an
joked, walking her toward the end of the pier.

Al 6m not much odtahfosdéd ehemrl Omligohmnna have t
shuddered.

Clark | aughed, AYouo0ocan always throw it back
AThrow it back?0 Lois asked, incredulously. A
toéo

Clark | aughed, nsstirhesMyjdadsuded tatake menfismng all the tione whan

|l was a kid. o

Al didndt get to do too much of the whole pl a

softly.
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ASeriously?0 He asked. Lois noddednowplad he han
out side as a kid? My folks had to drag me bac
Lois gave him a sad smileo AYour parents are
He nodded, smiling, AHeds just an ordinary gu
thingéfishing. ausguéd®es dbbelséve it bec

Al can undsestand sShhat | ¢, ALucy and | wused to
get our daddés attention when we were younger
pretend to be injured sedhédé&d kRyes,t GSoheélypd h
ANoheosmi |l ed at her . A think kids just want t
sports, writingéwhateveréo

AYeah, wuntil you grow up and realize sharing
Lois sad sadly.

He | ooked back at her in concern and she s

gh
[

[
have a decent conversation with my mother sin

Al 6m sorry, 0 Clark sardunglher nginh kEonpwpoyouve,

was €eécomplicatedéwith your dad

Lois nodded, AThatodés putting it lightly. Grow
same in the Lane househol d. I know i tandwasnot
all, but at | east you had a great homeégrowin

them as the tears began to fall. She knelt down, tapping the fishing pole against her knee as she
buried her face in her hands.

Clark knelt down nexttohérn concern, wWrapping an arm ar ounc
She shook her head, #Al | eft as soon as | coul
My father only related to cyborgs and my si st

bet her eéo

Al 6m $deorwryg@ped her arms around her as she res:¢

t hought é6 He shook his head, | eaning in to ki
ASorry for meldhiengnddwmdon Ayoyudt éo
ANoO need t bewhigperddo dpioz @, mg her close. Al 6m sorr

bad memories for yoa
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Altds notshgoami feadlup at him. AYou were sh
share one happy one without thinkimgrabadut 6tsh
quiet out her®

APicks up more at night, o Clark said.

AReal |l y?0 She teased, running her hand up his
He | aughed turning to | ook at the speedboat t
upéo

Al k hyjonubre avoiding the questionéo She teasedc
ANever, 0 He smiled at her, stil!l not answerin
when no one was outémor e peace fanothertoligeroff a bunc
that cliff over thereéo He pointed across the

swing that looked like it had been there for ages.
Lois |l aughed, shaking her head, fAReally? So d

AFl oat e duweghustto elnobok realistic, 0 He smiled, scoc
youéeo Within the blink of an eye, they were u
was a lot higher up than she thought.

AWhat are you doi nyg®he wdked dstermiredyeodvardtieerendmfithe

cliff. Reali zation began to dawn on her and s
donét. ..o Before she could finish her plea he
into the lake.Hs et her down in the water and she shri

Al'toél 1l wamlam mypt e Heatee® t he water war med up anit
She splashed him lIlightly, AMy clothes are soa

ASo ar &egesture@to lis waistthatas bel ow t he water | evel . 0
of f As || was saying before, the trick is to

ASo, why float? | mean, you could easily have
just come from.

Clark shook his head, Al diadndt start flying t

AReal |l y?0 Loi-snlegave him a half
AReahel ynoodded, | owering himself to the bottom
didndét start devel opionghany of my powers unt.
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|l guess that makes sense, 0 Lois reasoned as

AWhat ?0

ANot hshegsaid, Al &&m just realizing how blind I
t hought to askébo

AWel | |, I told yojuudtfa  rhesial @tibar.enad | s

AA di sguise you al most gave up?0 At Clarkds s
mentioned the tests from a few months agoéo
He hung his head, nodding, fiYeah, |l thought i
eeryoneébut then this really pushy reporter |
fiPushy 6 She countered, flicking him with some m
Afémade me realize what a dumb idea that was. 0

saved me from myself so many times. 0

She smild , l inking her arms around his neck, A Wel
we should call it even

AA time or two?0 He echoed with a grin. #fAYou
met €0

Al dolookingf go t she shbugged, ase raised an eyebrow at her and she relented

slightly, #@Alt just finds meéo

Al 6 ve meoteased.ed, 0

Al do have to say, |l think you made a good <ch
compl exi onébo

ALeopard print?0ikheg ahlked,s hlee fwarse rred &lrira ng t o
as he hung his head, fAMom showed you the reje

She | aughed, AOh, yeah, 6 She wiggled her eyeb
of them?0o0

He winced, hanging his head inshamei Uh, vy eah, unf ortunatel yéRen
when we get backéo

Lois | aughed, | eaning up to kiss him, ANot a
made her laugh.
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Al should probably just assume franhhareonpw,u know
huh?0 He asked, wrapping his arms around her
heart rate pick up the closer he got. Did he know what he was doing to her?

AThat 6s for me to know and ygheramearasndéaisartecka b o ut
leaning up to kiss him.

He deepened the kiss, cupping her cheek as she shivered against him. He looked at her in
concern, fAYou col d?o

AA |ittle,d She admitted. He scooped dher into
been on earlier. AWhere are we going?o

A To drhgsaid,flehning in to kiss her before floating them up to the edge of the pier.

-

ANot hing, 0 Nigel read the reports in front of
AHe seems t o Isa&d, tappireg &isfingers &gairsnthe éokler in his hand.

ANo otmec liean, 0 Nigel argued. AKeep digging. He

***

After drying off from the | ake they had found
company. Clark lial on the grass, staring up at the sun while Lois laid next to him, resting her

head against his chest. Al still candét believ
Al know, 6 Clark sighed, resting Ipeoglewvenem ar oun
injuredéal most killed, o

ADoes it scare you?0 She asked.

ADoes what scare me?0 He asked, turning to |o

AKnowi ng thereds something out there that <cou
slightly and he tightened his armoand her.

AA | iha tddemiott ed, Abut not nearly as much as it
and not being able toéconvince anyone. Hender
think he believes Jack @bogboldetnhaehi | N dbdmue d
of .. .and getting away with itéhurting so many
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AWhat | donét get is 6éwhy, 60 Lois began sl owl
charities and employs thousands of peopleitnMeo pol i s. Why bother? 1 tos
for moneyéo

Al dondt know, 06 Clark shook his head in disgu
clay pigeonséHe puts on this cover and pl ays
getting away with everythingépulling the wool
Al ncluding mine, 0 Lois admittbendo sheepi shly. 0

=]

You wanted to see the good, 6 Clarko reasoned

Loisgave himave a k s mi | €9, Al 6m sorry

~

AFor what?0 He asked.
ANot bel ishei sgghed, 0ru

n his ¢
many ti meséand | just d

Om sorr

S5 5
O «©
>0
(]
-
©
o))
3
c
O T

He leaned intokisshe, A ENnou dgeh wvwHi spearted. Al tds in the p:

éright here, right now. 0

Al | ovidee ywhii, ®pered softly, turning to | ook at
reali zeéso much wasted timeéldm sorry
Heleanedintokisser once more, @Al have no regrets, Lo
enjoying a beautiful day at the I ake. |1 donot
been. Al | care about is right helkissbker.Shei ght n

smiled against his lips, rolling with him as he rolled them so that he was hovering above her as
she deepened the kiss, wrapping her arms around his neck as she linked her arms around his
back, holding him close.

How was it so easy to jukise herself in his arms? What was so wrong with that? They loved

one another and she didndédt envision him to tu
he had waited this long. She could feel her body temperature rising and the familiamfloger

abdomen as she enjoyed the feeling of his lips pressed against hers. She tightened her arms

around him, pulling him to her as she ran her fingers through his hair, reveling in the feeling of

his body molded against hers.

He slowly broke off the I8 s resting his head begamumnrsnturheedr,s i
|l wonot Obe abl e to

She smiled back at him, nodding as she removed her arms from around his neck and watched as
he pull ed away. She coul dndt Hoerégancbntrdlasdeni | e a
tried to calm his breathing. His face was flushed and she noticed he was sitting at an angle to

where half of his body was pointed away from her. It was mind boggling to realize she could
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have this type of effect on him. He wanteg as bad as she wanted him but seemed intent on
taking things slow.

He hadndét brought up what had happened [ ast n
sense her hesitancy this morning and instead of bringing up the uncomfortable convehngation
didndét want to have hedd done a very good job
That was just Clark. He was her friend. Her best friend. Her partner. He was also the man she

was in love with and learning to trust more and more.

*%k %

find th

nWeol | ne 0]
t he Krypto

seat on
want it. | want it alld

d to put tog
e e

et h
private et

e
h

AShoul d we i nicsl?uod eMrNi.gedo xi nastkhed, taking her s
her phone to begin taking notes.

ANoO, Ni gel I's handling the surveillance. I n c
want him distracted. Work with someone familiar with the gorent enough to know where
theydd hide something they dondét want to be m

Al 6l 1l put some inquiries out when we | and and

*k%k

Hi , 06 Lois smiled as s he avlabbykMormdayunprningoTheg!l ar k i
ad spent all day Saturday together in Smallyv
hat evening she didndét want him to | eave. Un
Hedéd been cal | e dentsin8outhside. It seemee likeaall at onoedhie floodgates
opened and muggings, robberies, attempted arsons, and car jackings all took place at the same
time.

- O D

He turned to smile at h e rhesaithwthasmilegShédheth a cup
seen him since Saturday and he looked so good in his light gray suit with his usual outlandish tie

in gray and red. Would it be in terrible taste if she kissed him here in the middle of the Daily

Planet lobby? Sure it would give the gossip hounds ewse to talk about but right now she
really couldnét think of a reason why she sho

She was about to act on her

i mpul se when Ralp
each other googly eyes yet? Thge

2CGhi efdos call e

Lois rolled her eyes at Ralph as she watched him race to the elevator and step onto the already
full el evator ~car. AEmergency staff meeting?

AWho knows, 06 Clark shrugged as an empty el eva
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They stepped inside and Lois watched in rapt attention as the doors closed before turning to face
him and capture his lips with her own as she dropped her bag to the floor, allowing her arms to

feel him freely. His arms circled around her waistashehmeetr | i ps just as enth
é mi s s e d she murmuoed in Between heated kisses, tugging him closer as she fisted his

silk tie with her hand, rolling it upward as she tightened her grasp on him.

Al émi ssed hgownduted against heps. She heard the ding of the elevator and he

gl anced back quickly befwre murmuring AFour m
i G o oste whispered, wrapping her arms around his neck as she molded the top half of her

body against his, deepening the kiss. There was anothefrainghe elevator and she heard the

doors open. She didndét want to stop. Not yet.
AThreeémoreéfl oors.. o He murmured against her
AUh, wedll take the next one, 0 a female voice

She coul dn ot tehas theddodrsrclosedhoace m@euagdhhis arms tightened around

her waist, APerryds gonna kil/ uséo She | augh
ABut what a way to goéo He | aughed with her,

ABesides...we...have .sevenéminuteséand eigh
webre...of ficially .in...workingéhours. .. 0 H
AHe didésay...save it...for...after hours. ..o
A Mmm h imengrinded, molding his body against hers.

AOne more fl oor &0 S hieprotebtiagspedighterkd remgaars arsund his | m
neck.

AWho cares?0 He murmured against her | ips, ti
éa few éminutes | eftéo

The elevator dinged, announcing their arrival on the newsroom floor. Whistlingaaradls
could be heard from their agorkers as they reluctantly pulled away. She smiled at him before
grabbing her bag shedd dropped on the floor e

AHey you two, any day now? Since when do you
spare?/ou two are too busy acting like Elvis and Priscilla on their honeymoon to notice your
emails about the emergency staff meetingéo Pe
Conference Room! Now! O

ASomeoneds crabby. o Loi s droppddtheethiegdathendéskandher b
grabbed her notepad and pen.
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Al heard that, o Perry warned.
Al know you did, o Lois smiled back at Perry a
hand. AYou said to keep it g rhoduersssé toencalon ii cna Itlhy

Per

ry rolled his eyes as he pointed
confe

toward th
rence rooméo He muttered irritably

as he
Ral phdés voice could be heéaheyfrrom tslhe®odi stbanc
Cat s response wasosimply, AShut wup, Ral ph

Lois took her seat at the conference table ne

she whispered in a barely audible tone that she knew he could hear. He looked backdat her an
smiled, taking her hand in his.

*k*

AThis doesndét make any sense, Chiefl!o Lois ar
upper management. The Planet is the number on
up. How are we still havingpd get cut s?0

AYour guess is as good as mine, Lois, o Perry
over the | atest cutbacks, Al take my marching
ASo, when will be paid?06 Jimmy askedddveobdtnp
to payéo

Perry sighed, raking a hand through his thinn
money to pay youéo He admitted sheepishly. Pr
one another and he held hishandsup®w!l m everyone down, Al 6m just
girls. 1 can only repeat to you what | 0ve bee
Sanchez shook his head, throwing a pencil acr
mean, what is the paper dog ? 0

Perry snorted, fil have nwmpui dea. They havenot

Lois crossed her arms over her chest, leaning back against the back of her chair, trying to portray

a calm she didndét feel, ABudget oc¢satings bounced

forever éHow are we expected to work I|Iike this

Al dondt know, 0 Perry sighed, continuing to p
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Clark shook his head, AThey said | ast weekos
this time?0

ACl erical error? More |ike the paperoés brokeé

paper6s going under . o

AJi mmy, thereosPalrwgyseborumdr annoyed.

AAnNd it's wusually true, 0 Lois snapped back.
AAnyt hi nigefe? skny Chore surprises?0 Clark asked.
ATheyéuh, theyoére ... Talking about |l ayoffs, o
A WH A T The éntire room erupted in protest and Perry held his hands up to calm everyone

down.

AAL I Il know is i f mweneypyndtodmnaddherags wedsaVv@o:!
business, 0 Perry said, opening the door to th
I 61 | |l et you know when | know something. o
Lois gathered her notebook and stood up, shak
AThis reeks, 0 Clark said softly, AAll these ¢
seems to be happening overnight?0o

Al know, 0 Lois sighed, crossing her arms over
AMaybe we oughdaurrcthiecgk owirtshelAwes and see i f we
before the Planet becomes vulnerable to a hos
that iso

Lois read off the Iist from her no,t enso cfiaNbos .b.u.
Awell , | think ités a scam, o0 Jimmy interrupte

think the Planet is broke

AWhy would they do that?06 Sanchez asked from

Al dondt know, 0 maowd Jakiard tugging hislaimnogher aseshe a r
headed out of the conference r oom, Abut weodre
**%k%
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A balding man stood in an abandoned warehouse looking around nervously. The room was lit by
one light bulb as it flickered above himeHeard footsteps from the other side of the room and
called out, fAYou the boss?0

AHe sends his regards, 0 The woman said as sh
Devane?o0

He nodded, iYeah

She handed him a f il endingiobéaune itemathesgovarnnrer wishésat i o
to keep hiddenéhacking into files...Ileaking
AWhat 6s it to you?06 He sniffed.

AThe boss would |Ii ke to acquire your...talen
AA rock?0 Homslyechoed, curi

-

AThe banks are no | onger extending credit, t

ticked off the notes as she and Clark reentered the Planet.
AAnd Accounting says theredbs no rhyme or rea
ql s mel | a rat, o Lois muttered.

nBut who?0 Clark wondered al oud.

Al dondt know, 0 Lois said softly, AThis feel
for the sharks to take a biteéo A liteéat bul b
expression on his face, AWhat?o0
He smiled, AMaybe wedbre going about this the
put the Planet out of Dbusinesseéo
Al guess, 0 Lois reasoned, fAMaybe we should f

button for the elevator.

AWhy not?0 Clark asked as they stepped onto

AWhy not what ?0 Lois asked, nlt was a |joke.
ABut not far off, 0 Clark pressed. ASomeoneds
beatwhoeer i1t is to the punch. o
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Lois crossed her arms over her chest, fAHow do
*k%k

ALois, you and Kent have come in this office
has to take the cakeéodo Perry muttered, shakin
Lois threw her arms in the air in frustration
AYou want wus to pitch the Planet to a buyer b
it?0 Perry asked skepticallintefidewedopproty@wve
A We onbét, o0 Clark shook his head, Abut think
started | ast week. Thatdéds way too quick of a
i ssues out of t he ndbagtke Plarg®oikedhaturdessvheywere myingto s a

make a play for iteo

AOr trying to put the competition out of busi
ACarpenterdéds out of business and the STAR jus
Lois shooKhbgdrbeadbi i more | iberal with the
AWell this iIis certainly an interesting theory
asked. AEven i f i1tdéds trueél wouldndét even kno

AWe need teovelreath.i.s. whscét o the punch. Get a buy
ANOTLuUt hor, 0 Cl ark added.

ADefinitely not, o0 Lois shuddered.

Perry arched an eyebrow at them and sighed, 0
in my black bookand ee what | can find outéo

AYes! 0 Lois cheered, |l eaning up to kiss Clark
Chief!o

Donét thank me yet, o Perry sighed, pointing
torieséon youwre hcaorpd edr iameds .k.e.epa t hem at home.
ast week when you two started researching th

— 0 I

AYou dondt thinkéo Lois began.

AJust do it, o Perry ordered gruffly.

***

128 | Page



Lois came home that evening with boxes of files and a copy of thep
associ

out t he known

Folc4evernaday

pl ayers

t heyod

ated with 6

t he

b
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AAnd you areé?0 Lex inquired with a bite in h
ALucy Lane, L o i s 0 family you never.bothéredito rkeet @ndird todt &bout for

a whole year?0 Lucyb6s tone became more and mo
ALois, can we have a moment?0 Lex asked.
ANo, 0 Lucy said, approaching him with her arm
hint. Lois doesnét want anything to do with vy

narrowed his eyes, glarirag Lucy.

Lois caught the gaze and pulled her sister ba
Al think th deci sion should be something mu
agreed t t C

head i rbediasuglestt ,hifsWel Is,het lgaetsd

Loi s sh
f esndt work for meél told you

t wo o
doing h

o 1
o
o

I
@D
—
o
o
=~
o
S
o
—
>
@
-

step toward her and Lucy took
t surely you canodot expect me

o
®
™
5
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(@)
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Lucy snickered, fAUs?o0
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iGm,stolhex .r ilbsgl rmMefdhcky et alsd nypou we

nLoi s,
with t
once h

=]
O n O

t know what vy yaudhead and flgdiyoug . Il t 6
about meélf we could just tak
youeo

7z

h
a

o 0D
D

o)
i e
ov

AYou need to | eave, now!od6 Lucy ordered, point

Lex looked as if he was fighting the urge to strike. h.ois braced herself, ready to push her

sister to the side if need be to protect her. Where was Clark? She glanced at the clock. Why
hadnét she waited another half hour for himt
darken, advancing towardé¢lhm, @Al j ust want a few moments al o
angrily, turning to glare at Lucy.

Al think Lois wants me to stay, o0 Lucy snapped
I am not one of your servanbseyoll gamrobdenbos

Lex ignored Lucy, trying again to sweet talk
something special. Our connection. | |l ove you
meant to beéd He pulkleead amudt Laoilsdx efyreem wh ide njea
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AOh, God... 0 Lois shook her head as she watch
no...Are you out of your mind? What do you th
AWhat does it | ook |ike?0 He asked, reaching
AAre yoetnups?SBeds not in love with you! o Lu
Al beg your pardon?0 He asked, standing up to
AGet out! o Lois spat, pointing at the door.
Al 611l | eave when | 6m good and readyéo He snap
toward her.

AHey! 06 Lucy snapped, trying to stand up.

Lex grabbed Lois by the jaw, AYou think |1 don
Lois? How |l ong did you wait before you I et hi
caressed her face as$pmoke and she cringed at his touch.
ALetégo...of ... me...0 She hissed slowly, tryi
moment.

Al try to give you the world and you spit in

and released her jaBhe took advantage of the opportunity and delivered another kick to his
back, watching in satisfaction as he rolled onto his back in pain.

ANi ce aim, o0 Lois said, helping her sister to
Al | earned from the best, 0 Lucy said brushing
Lex stood wup, glaring at them in a rage, MndYou

He snarled angrily as he finished staggering to his feet.

AGOUT 6 Lois pointed to the door as Lucy start
andt hr owi ng them at him. Lois couldndét help but
continued to throw them across the room. Lois started grabbing things from the shelf with Lucy

to throw at him, hoping to push him out the door. He continued to duok lasaded for the

door.

He opened the door only to find Clark standing on the other side with his arms crossed in his

famous Super man pose. I f she didndét already Kk
dead giveaway. For ttwon antod li yc,e laesx htkei dgd éatr esde eamh  C
surprised?0 He muttered angrily.
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AObviously, you have a problem with boundari e
apartment as he approached Lasthaydawatwmdymwmg hi
understand??o0

AWel |l , Kent, | see youbve wasted no timeéod Le
Clark ignored the dig, fiLois told you to stay
|l eave. 0 Clark gestured to the dawayfromor him t o
Lut hor os.

AThis isndt overéodo Lex warned, sulking out th
AArrogant son of aéo Clark sl ammed the door

back to Lois and Lucy, ASpring cl ethearmanp® 0 He
he looked around at the books on the floor.

Lois bumped Lucyds hip and smirked, fAYou star

AYou were throwing books right along with me,
shoulders.

AAre you okay?0 Cl dthdm asle begah pickiwgup the boaks stattered r
on the floor.

AFine, 0 Lois said, rubbing her hands up and d

Clark placed the books on the shelf before turning to check on Lois and Lucy, examining her

reddened jawtma ke sur e she was indeed all right. ADiI
ATried toéd Lois brushed it off, stepping tow
the books that were strewn across velfe room in
that é0

ATel | me about iit, 0 Lucy muttered, taking a s

a few more books that had been thrown.

ADo | even want to know?0 Clark asked cautiou
A Pr ob ab loiymutteved slatnmibg a stack of books on the shelf.

Cl ark gl anced at her in concern and she didno
beg her to take him back...then got down on one knee...then tried to manhandle her when she

di dndot tgiieveanhsiwmer he wantedéo

AThat was when Lucy kicked him, 06 Lois said, s
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Clark raised an eyebrow,pgotect ngebacknatl| Ldal

Lucy said hurriedlysomé 6imoedé@o ving. Letbs ord
ANo thanks, 06 Lois shook her head, AYou go ahe
ASuit yourself, 0 Lucy s-autndenusonghe @aleimfrgnt df leerast h e
s h headed to the kitchen to call her order |
Lois sighed, sinking into the couch as she watched her sister head to the kitchen. Clark sunk
down next to her, placing a protective arm ar
Lois shook her head, pulling CIl ar hichessar m ar ou
AHowéd it go with Perry?o

AOkay, 0o Clark nodded, Al think webdbve got a go
potenti al buyers tonight, 0 He tightened his a

ACl ark?0 She tight en e dngherfingagsrwithphis.&ine cduld feel thea n d ,
tears stinging the corner of her eyes.

Altds okay. . .|

here, 0 he whispered, | eaning
around her . nl [

her e, Lois. O

o O

m
m

_‘
«
=0

***

AMr. White?0 a pmthdwailing monmoanddPerrystaod lipefalowing her
down the long hallway.

AUh, interesting d®cor, o0 Perry said, |l ooking
the hallway.

AMr. Wayne used to have a f ekaapstlemarbundeton when h
remind himself that fear is just an obstacle,
on the door three times and announced, AMr. W

***

Lois rested her head walgati nlsad CH ap kérse & heasrt!, i ar

what happened. It was | i ke my body just froze

against him.

AYou panicked, 0 Clark said, ki ssing her foreh

Lois shudderfedoz efinl dvie en e vheart . I dondét know why

Clark rested his head against her forehead, A
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AfHe was insane...out of control éldéd have call
done any good. Hredlsi gogocecketrgo of ficer i

ANot every officer, o0 Clark countered. fAHender
continued, fAHe thinks heds untouchable, but t
AThen wedll just have t o urandomipdtterrssgrahischedtashi m, 0
she spoke, AProve heb6s not as untouchabl e as
around her, AThank you. o

nFor what 20 He asked.

ATrying to warn meéeven though | wedsowaémn | i st e
me. Thank you, 0 she |l eaned up to kiss him.
AAre you sure youbre okay?0 He asked cautious
Lois shook her head, Al dondt have any marKks
AHe scared me. .. but | 6 mtofddarbetterioboffcheckingavly isatai d s
the door before answeringéo

AYou think heol | try something again?0o6 Cl ark
Al dondt know .. .honestly I dondét know what t
Al &m just glad youbre okay, 0 OCdN awhkats ilgbhde dd,o kiif
anything ever happened to you. o

AOh, Clark, o6 She sighed against him, #fAl | ove

He ran his hand through her hair and whispere

She leaned up to kiss him, wrapping her arm around his neck as she pulledhaimtioe

smiled against his lips as he began to respond to her, deepening his embrace with her as she

rolled on top of him, hovering above him as she molded her chest against his, deepening the
embrace. AClI arkéo She whi mpdasupadddavnaisanest hi m a

She moved to straddle him and he pulled away,
between heated kisses.

AWhy?0 She asked, pulling him to her by his t
.funeéeo
Al know, OéabépPb, gGoaned as she pressed hersel
with her teeth. ALOiIi séo
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ACl arkéo she moaned against his | ips, molding
to her hips, resting on theghstsmal Shef pheadedck

He sl owly broke off the kiss, realizing her m
cupped her cheek, fingering the strands of he
shuddered against him and he tightened his armsé@roume r , Al 6 m not going a

*k%k

The next morning, Lois woke up with the sun shining in her eyes. She blinked, trying to adjust to
the light. A familiar weight was wrapped around her waist. She looked down and smiled,
recalling how Clark had spetite night with her last night.

She turned in his arms to face him, smiling when she saw him in his wrinkled dress shirt. He
|l ooked so different without his gl asses. It w
combination of Clark Kent and Supermarone. His face looked so relaxed as he slept.

She moved her hand to caress his cheek, leaning up to kiss him. He began to stir, tightening his
grip on her waist as he kissed her back soft]

She smiled back at him,b,Mor ni ng. 0 She | inked her arms aroul
He cupped her cheek, Al told you | would. o
Al | ove you, 0 she whispered, | eaning into him

***

Lex held an icepack to his shoulder as he listened to Nigel update hira atest intel from the
surveillance. AaStil/l not hing on Superman?o

ANot vyet, o Nigel said, fAbut | believe | have
was able to replace it with one of our audio transmitter prototypes. Should be hidden well
enough to keep from attracting the attention

AHow did he find it?0 Lex asked.

AApparently, Mr. Kent found it and alerted Su
AHow?O0 Lex pressed.

Al dondt know,ybmoreéeheoebs. dEéEnnhitkhan meets t
the video feed from earlier, ALook. o

{AYou could have been mad at me and you weren
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AEnough of that. I-shackedl tHatnpgbtu . Yowé s earbightshekb
mad, but as | said before | canodot think of a
trusted you. |l t6s that simple. 0}

hat kind of secret c
ked Nl asked myself
ckgroundéSo far heos

0 he be hidigelg that
same question. | 6v

I
h
ome up clean, but | Kk

,-
o — cC
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, AWhatever it is..imuéetheéee
or a moment . nCan we get s
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, 0 Lex nodded, AAnything el se of interes
Nigel shook his head, AJustry@ur confrontatio
Al 1l ost my head, Nigelémy focuséo Lex shook h

You seem to have a weakness for Ms . Lane, S i
20 Nigel remi nded hi m.

0 D
Q
>S5
o
@D

ABringing down Superman, 0 Lex reminded himsel
AThe el gomat 0 Ni gel nodded.

Al always | ove a challenge, but this is a gam
bitterly.

*k%k

That following week Lois and Clark began piecing together contacts from their earlier stories.
One of those contacts was Mon@Kahn, the woman that had fallen off Luthor Towers at the
same time Jules Johnson had attempted to jump off the Lexor Hotel several months ago.

Moni que shifted uncomfortably under Lois Lane
sure what youxgect me to help you with, Ms. Lane. It was an
accidentéanéunfortunateéaccident. o

AAn accident that could have cost you your |
pulling out her notes. AYou haveyoafell bffear of he
thirty story building?o0
Moni que | ooked down uncomfortably, AYes. o0
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Cl ark met her gaze, 0Ms. Kahn, when Super man
raving about a o6testdéeo

AYou said yoursel f, Mr .iquesaiffed, pffering hivaasslovhsynget e r i c a
She caught Lois6b eyes narrowing her and cl ear
AWel |, | 6m sur e bstinrgy thuiolwhi g fwial It hda ttyhat t
smile, arching an eyeow at her.

Al él1 wasndét thrown, 0 Monique argued.

Clark folded his hands on the table, meeting
happened i f Superman hadnét shown up that day
Moni que | ooked down, and Loila. Youomudihave ed, A The
died...For what?o

Al't wasndt supposed toéodo Moniqgue began before
AYou were never told you would be jumping tha
pushed you. oo

AWe just want to know wlisaddadas arranging the t
AYou dondt understand, 0 Monique shook her hea
*k%k

Lois shook her head in disgust as they made t
somet hi ngéo

fSheds scared, 0 Clark reminded her.

Al candt believe shsddvipilomngct osodme omwwe hiehatbof W
Lois fumed, pushing through the doors of the Planet as they entered the lobby.

5t

Maybe shedd afraid of them trying something
| evat or s. i B¢ehirtjwgt d rhy obmni Ifdiomg al i ke t hat can

D

ABeing thrown out of a plane with no parachut
elevator with Clark right behind her.

nLoi s, 0 he

cupped her cheek geaertldanynginitd kisst ever
her . AJust give h

er some ti me. | Om sure sheol
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AwWhat would really help is to get Henderson i
of ficial i nvestigationéo Lois huffed.

AHeb6s probably adma,;d OCfarkisaindg ssustpheiel evat
of f the elevator onto the newsroom fl oor, #AGoO
scared. o

Lois nodded, casting a glance toward Jack who was talking with Jimmy, holding a handful of file

fooders in his hand, AWhat are we going to do?
Clark sighed, Al guess we keep digging...Leto
him to talk.o

***

Lucy popped a fry in her mouth as she stared at the piles of tapes on the table in font of h

AYou know, Jimmy, when | said | wouldndét mind
had in mind. o
Jimmy gave Lucyahad mi | e, Al know, |l 6m sorry. The Chi e

all the board members to see who could potentialljnpamwith us on the buyout with the
Pl anet . o

AWhat 6s with the tapes?0 Lucy asked.

Jimmy grinned, AJackés, uh, surveillance on e
ASurveill ance?0 Lucy asked, fAHe was spying on
ATo see who we can trust ,6 0 aukbeemmeetingbbdeeal. A A f e
Luthor Towerséclosed door meetings. No one kn
Lucy crinkled her nose, AAnything related to
garden. o

Jimmy | ooked at her per p?rlotexed, AWhat makes yo
Lucy raised an eyebrow at him, ALoi s rto
our apartment | ast week and tried to attack h
AYou need to find another place a@ao stay, Luce
Lucy shook her head, ALois doesndét want me mo
into the boss. She said I dm safer with her th
ABut €0
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NnCl ar k

(@}
2]

got Superman watchinghimut for wus. Do

*k%k

Lois took a seat next to Clark on the couch,

Clark shook his head, ADoesnét surprise me. H
cracked through the sky andtCiagkpgkahygebadubd
Lois nodded, watching as the Iights flicker t
dinner with Jimmy at the Pl anet. Hope she doe

Clark shook his head, staring out the window. Thunder boahmedgh the night sky, and

another crack of lightning flashed through th
AMaybe we should pull out some flashlights, o
crack of thunder boomed outside with another flasligbtriing, and the lights flickered once

before everything went dark. AClark?06 Lois ca

ARi ght here, 0 Clark whispered, wrapping his a

She relaxed against him, Adl, uh, ddhbowvwekent. he f |
She could make out the shadow of his face from the moonlight reflecting from the window. She
heard the rustling from the cabinet and a click before seeing the white light reflect off the ceiling

as it reflected off Clarkodés face.

Heflashed he | i ght towards the window, ALooks 1[I i ke
across the street. o

She nodded, shuddering slightly as the heat from his touch was removed, and he walked toward
the window. #AUmMmM, | t hi n ke poihted tofvardstiee hdtl wherea s 1 n t
large metal box held the fuses.

Al &m not sure what good | canédo He stopped wh
this?o
AWhat 20 Lois asked, walking up behind him as

He pulled out a small square clip that had been attached to one of the wires linking the fuse box
to the wall and | owered his glasses to examin

AA bug?0 Lois echoed, fAWhat idflarkwalkidtotheng i n t
t

h
kitchen and pull out a glass and fill It owi h
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He dropped the bug into the glass of water and lowered his glasses, checking the rest of the
apartment, fADoesndét seem to be any sign of an

Lois tugged her jacket closed, wrapping her arms around herself as she walked back toward the

couch, AWell gotta hand it to him. Heds persi
AAt | east now he candét hear anythingéo Clark
f 1 ashl i g htatake thatte Hemdersamh in the morning. See if he can have it analyzed.
Maybe find out where the signal is going.o
AGood idea, 0 Lois nodded, |l eaning against Cl a
front of them. Al wonkbderehow | ong thatds bee

Clark sighed, Al donodt-l kmedv, Dhat §gpuwhyubewds]
earlier. o

ot

Anything elldeeidi? 0hdroe sl esked, | ooking around

headindlegeegshi oo gonmaks

ANo, 0 he shook his
ted guests eavesdropping. o

A
have any uninvi

AHe must think wedre onto something, o0 Lois sa

AOr have serious boundary issues, 0 Clark adde
foralittewn | e. This is the second timeéhebs just g

around?2o

AWhat about Lucy?0 Lois asked.

Clark shrugged, AMaybe see if she could stay
He stroked her cheeake, aftl ocmacre®td be everyw

AHe knows wedre together. Do you really think
wrapping her hand around his. fAWebve just got
AThat 6s what worries marmsClaaomkingdi ppleed, AtWedhte
close, and Luthor is being cornered. Nothing
cornered. O

*k*k

Henderson stared at the glass in front of him
AA bug, 0 Loi s s aiedherchestasshe patag infrantrof el ms o v

AA bug?0 Henderson repeated uncertainly. AnANnd
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ABecause this is the second time Supermands f
need you to analyze it and see if yamdrace where the signal was programmed to send the feed
to. o

AWhy do | get the feeling you already have a
his head.

AYoubdbre right, o Lois nodded. Al dos bHat me®an
Henderson nodded, ASure. Il 6l send it over to
ANo! 0 Lois shouted, fADono6t! o

Henderson arched an eyebrow at her, fAANnd why
ADondét you have another |l ab you could use?0 S
AThereds S.T. A.oRbegadh.abséo Hender s

AGood, 0o Lois said, nodding as she spoke. MAdATha
ALoi s, what is going on?0 Henderson asked.

Al canot tell you yet. Just | et me know what
Hendersonds office

Lois stepped off th elevator and found Clark at his desk. He smiled as she approached him,
AHow6d it go?o

Al think | got the message across, 0 Lois murm
AWhat 6s that?0

ATi p from Louie, 0 He saida, 6thhmen db cngys th elra s hkee d n
at the Metropolis Penitentiary.o

Lois read the |ist and smiled, ARemind me to
*%k%k

Perry | aughed as he read the |list in front of
AThis could bethkeckhyggeyt €S£€hoey!ofThe biggest
talking government corrupti on, organized crim
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AWhat does that have to do with you wanting t
asked.

AThere are some wiertnest ves adbkt toeedr € ows sai d h
stomped her foot impatiently.

Perry |l et out a |l ong breath, ALois, have you
Al f we can crack this boss scandaletapem dloli sp
back, fACome on, it takes money to run down | e
Perry sighed, pulling out his wallet, fADonot
me. 0 He handed her his Amex, AAnd | want rece
Lois leaned down to hug himbeforeg bbi ng t he card, AYou wonodét r
Perry shook his head, watching as the door cl

***

Clark sighed as he and Lois boarded the plane to California. He looked around at the seats and
shuddered. Hedid notwanto be i n here. ARemind me why weor
followed Lois to their seats.

ARenvestigating every story that has anything
him as she took her seat by the window. She watched him pub#gsiin the overhead, and he
gaveherahal mi | e before taking a seat next to her.
flight. Why couldndét they have just fl own Sup
theydd taken Sup dhamaasedEuspciorssLeis had ppinted out deveral

little things he did over the last few weeks that would give away his identity. He never knew how
careless he had been until now.

Alt s cramped in here, 06 he safiledthe deaisamtounth g ar ou
them. He fidgeted in his seat, trying to get comfortable. There was no legroom, and there was
hardly any elbow room. He hated planes.

Lois arched an eyebrow at him, givinghimatalmi | e, A What i s with you?
fidgeted in his seat once more, AWhy are you s
Al hate planes, 0 he muttered quietly.

AWhy?o0o Lois asked, @Al mean, 106l admit the se
cramped | egroom of their seat s, heritdiceto mduthwoul d
ASupermano then raised her voice again, dwoul
the work. o
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ANo, 0 he | ooked around to make sure no one wa
ASuper mano he r ai sfeddo ehsinsd tv oei ncjeo yo nfclei grotrse ,wher e
flying. Doesnodot feel natural . o

ASo, you just dondét | i ke being in control?0d6 L
He smiled, ASomething |ike thatél donét know.
Shegve him a funny | ook, AYou didnét seem cl au
He smiled, recall

[
they were trying t
Aand getting us ou

ng the |l ast flight theyodd t
0O escape Tr as kuppinghercheaks mor e
t of thereéo

ASo you need a distraction?0 She asked, her e

He smiled, ASomething |ike that, o he said sof
her eyes. What was she plamyf®

*k%k

Lois smiled as she watched the ground slowly disappear as the plane took off. Clark was still
nervous, fidgeting in his seat. She turned back to him, squeezing his knee gently as she turned in
her seat to face him. He jumped slightly.

AYou ?cdkdywyi s asked with a smile, fingering his
AYeah, 06 he gave her a small smile, and she re
his.
AYou said you needed a...distraction, o0 she wh
aganst him.
AYoubre very...uh, distractingéo He said with
shirt.
She smiled, noticing him take a sharp breath
She I eaned in to ki®s him, AAIl Il | 6m doing i s.
A...distractingeo Clark finished for her, | ea
*%k%k
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Perry White looked around the room he was in, sizing up the collectible movie posters and
autographed comic books that were framed on the walts.dHe hear d Bob Fences w
eccentric, but it seemed he was a bit of a child at heart.

A Mr . White, o A tall brunette in a sharp busin
leg approached him.

nuUhéo He | ooked
al |l

p a tract himself frore staring.nHg was b maoriech g t o
man after e I n

u
AfYeséo He turned back, forc g
Al 6m Si mone, 0 she held her hand out for him t

motioned for him to followher fiHe 6l | see you now. 0

She opened the door for Perry to enter and he saw a young man in his late twenties with brown
hair and large rimmed glasses in a polo shirt and khakis sitting at his desk with what looked like
action figures of Star Trek characters.

ALook out! o Fences made the plastic figures f
ABzzzt! o He made one of the figurines fall do
save you, Princess Cleavage. Gzzzz!o

Perry raised his eyebrows wme of how to begin. This man was a juvenile, but he wasa self
made billionaire by the age of nineteen, funding NanoSoft Technologies at age sixteen. Fences
may be out there, but he had business smarts. The question was would he be able to help the
Pland?

*k%k

Lois and Clark walked outside the Oakland International Airport hand in hand. Lois scanned the
|l ine of people waiting for cabs and sighed, A
palm up his chest seducpevebnd fiblaybel wét &bo

AMaybe, 0 he whispered, | eaning in to kiss her
AWebdbve got an hour, 0 she said, toying with th
He groaned as she linked her arms around his neck, leaning in tonkisshiin An  hour , huh?
AYeah, 0 she murmured against his | ips. AThe m

brushed her hand against his chest, looking up at him with a smile.
AYou think he knows anything thatoundbenwast. hel p?

donot know butéo Lois trailed off when she

Al
t hem. ih&dhoaitngi sher e?o0

144 | Page



Folc4evernaday

AWho?0 Clark turned to Il ook in the direction
around. It didedod spptehnedthhem yet. Lois tugg:
we were supposed to meet him at his office. o
ASo did I, 0 she muttered making her way thro

Sam Laneds attentioaingDhddg?o0WBhe askegpucdn:
approached Sam who had his back to her.

He turned and smiled, APrincess, 0 he beamed,

uh, lunchéo He began hesitantly, Inpuphltiasg at t
ASince when do you have time for | usmil&?0 Lois
Al, uh, o he began, hesitantly. He spotted CIl a
around his then glanced at Clark as he extendedhisha A Uh, Cl ar k was it?29
AYes, sir,o0 Clark took his hand to shake, AGoO
AYes, 0O he nodded. There was an uncomfortabl e

throat, AUh, do you haveeétyoo utrh eb acgasr? rle nctaanl gpilva

motioned to the parking garage behind them.
AWell, uh, o6 Lois began at the same time Cl ark
Lois gave Clark a | ook, and he realized i mmed

tighteneda he felt her tighten her grip on his arn
she was giving himeé

<<fiOkay, so I dondot get along with my father
<<Al mean, havendét you ever known anydv@dy so
time for anyone or anythingé?o>>

<<AA | ot of parents are workaholicsébo

AWell, the oneb6és | knew at |l east tried to spe
came home to criti eeiizgeh.t O6oha ddhyi sl dtigeisstthad ndiCnhe t yt
|l eaves two points for i mprovement. 60>>

They walked in silence toward the parking garage as he recalled the few times Lois had opened

up to him about her father. After the fiasco with Menken they seemed to be working through a

lot of theirissl e s , but seeing them nowéHe wasndédt so suU
long day.

*k%k
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Ji mmy knocked on Perryods office door, fACome i
AHereds the background check on Bob Fences. T
withNanosoftds trading overseas. A couple of my
AYeah, o Perry nodded, Al noticed, 06 He gl anced
AThe information on Viologicds new owner, Eri
Perry smiled, nodding as he r e-millignairé Mensatle, Thor
his first million by the time he was your age
AYeah, well é0 Jimmy | ooked at him defensively
sl owed me down. 0

Per y | aughed, Al 611 set up a meeting and feel
to Jimmy.

AYou got it, Chief, 0 Jimmy nodded.

*k%k

After an uncomfortable car ride to the car rental place and an even more uncomfortable car ride
to a small ltalan eatery they sat down for lunch and Lois seemed to be focused on getting down
to business despite Sam Laneds attempts to di

ALucy said she moved back in with youéo
AYes, 0O she said nododignog ohveerr heevaedr,y tihlidondg Itihkaet h
AYou seem happy. ..o

AAre you sure there wasnodét anyone el se workin
fatherdés comment .

AYoubre smiling moreéo

Lois bit the inside of her lower lip for a momenyjiig to hold in her knegerk reaction to snap.

He was deliberately trying to divert the conv
answer my question?o

brow at her, Ails there a reas
r

He arched an ey
ft all . o

e
your father a e

She glanced back at Clark who looked really uncomfortable as he stared at his plate silently. He
seemed to sense the chill in the air and had kept mostly quiet all through lunch except to order
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his food and ask questions about Mem. Sam had answered HIS questions but was refusing to
answer hers.

Lois |l aughed, AYoudre kidding, right?2o
Sam sighed, Altés been fifteen years. Canodt w

Lois stiffened, fl dondét knowl. tWhynodcen dbta cyko s 0

He | owered his head in shame, il had a breakt
devel oping and. . . o0

A...and Lucy took a backseat to a scientific
AlLlos, 0 Sam gvaverimegr | ook, AThat is not fair.o
AFair? You want to talk about fair?d6 She scof
home and Lucy and | had to hear all the gory

Sam gave Lois aswamweri mget ome puilo c. Do you re
front of your partner?0

A

Lois shrugged, fAltodés nothing he hasndét heard

Sam lowered his head into his palm and Lois opened her mouth to add another retort, but Clark
cut her aftfé,s fe@lay httltb He gave Lois a |l ook the

your relationship is a bit complicated but th
Sam sighed, ANo, ités not. o

AYou started it, o0 Lois grumbl ed.

AlLios, 0 Clark gave her a warning |l ook, and she
AFine, 0 she | eaned back in her seat, fACan we
AFine, 0 Sam relented, nodding, AWhat do you w
ADr . Lane, the reason we came out here, 0 he g

we need to knowwhoMéne n was wor king for éo

AWor king for?0o0

AWe have reason to believe he was working for

those robotic arms. What was the intention wh
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=]

|l was told we weeeséepanrshgwinjuhey waatyed -
trongeréa, uh, O0Supermandé i f you will, o0 he e

(7]

ADid Menken ever mention any nameséor act sec
notes.

A No, al |

he ever ment i omectangesavehend asked dbout tiibbhgo s s 6
o make the

fighters do too much too fast wit

—

ABoss, 0 Lois repeated, raising her eyebrows.
AYes, 0 he nodded, fAMean something to you?Oo
AMaybe, 0 Clark said, AThemgduvvewaean aq wibtoes sad fi
Wedve been taking a second | ook at everything
Al try to block that time outénot my proudest
grateful to Lex Luthor for saving you fromMenken ke t hat é0 He reached f
AYoubre my daughter, and I | ove you, Lois | f
Lois nodded, daWwWell, l m not so sure we shoul d
AWhy?0 Sam asked. Al mean, he saved youéo

AWe think LubkhotvedubdCbark said, taking Lois
gently.

Al nvol ved?d Sam scoffed, AAs what? Hebs a phi
in boxing scandals for?0o

Lois looked at Clark for a moment who nodded then sighed@&sss po ke, fAWe think
t hat everyone is talking about is. .. Lex. o

AWhat 2?20
AAnNd the 6rescued from Menken was an assassin
nBut é o

fiHe shot Menken, 0 Lois murmured.

AHe didndét have to kil him, but he did, o ClIla

Saml ooked at her cautiously, nSo, i's that why

surprised |l ook he added, AYour mother <call edéeé
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know you

hwea dc am Wo e

ut a swhenfdf of

ark inter
r feet, i
ee you ag
Lois nod

ed to f ol
but i f

Clark nod

That evening Lois and Clark went over everything they had on the investigation with Menken as
they finishedup dinner in their hotel room. Due to their limited budget, they were in a single
room with a double bed andapaollut ¢

and

t

he n

i ght

neither had he.

toget her

scared. This was business.

ouch.

after

| e, r

ating

Loi s
He wasnot

hadnot S a

s uernet si.f

Lut hor 6s

attac

eviewing their notes
the profits from all
, NnNnébut why robotics

all , o

ndét ab o urnga fsygronr his platea t

out ?0
t he

Loi s

asked,

gyméAllie

i D
hand.l

ad spe
ed the

t h i nitkyoundacahtad sycoeedectiocuehtidg thee dype of robotics
AThose gQguys wer

reasoned.

br eak

They sat at the tab
with Prom¢ heus it was to get
the salad she was e
sense. o0

AWell , maybe it was
AThen what is it ab
practiceéMenken ran
organi zation hereéo
AYeah, but

they wantedeéeo Cl ark
ATheydd be able to
Aéor bank vaddédt séo

Cl ar k

wal

a

S .

. 0

Loi s
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AféSupewered criminalséo Lois nodded, fAMakes s
AWho el se is on that |l i st?0 Clark asked, poin
AJohnny Tayl or. He was transferred to Califor

whol e Toastesag. fi asco, 0 Loi

AThink heodoll be willing to talk?0 Clark asked
Lois shrugged, fAl dondét know, but webve got t
t hem. o

Clark nodded, AAny word from Perry on his sea
Loisshhook her head, throwing a napkin into the <c
heard anything. I guess hebds stildl hunting. O

He watched her quietly fiddling with the button on her jacket. Her mind seemed to have drifted
to something else at the ment. Lunch had been extremely uncomfortable. Seeing the way Lois

interacted with her dad and hearing some of t
wonder how shedéd ever | et him in. The wall s s
Lanese med nice enough, but hedd never spent mor
things Lois and Lucy had told himélt killed h
ASo, still think my dad is...colorful?d Lois
Thiswasgoodt oi s was talking about it without prodd
smile. fAHebds . .. Di fferent. 0O

ASorry about |l unch, o6 Lois apologized. #@AHol din

She trailed off, looking away and he placed a hantler shoulder.

(@}

I 6 m sorry,o he squeezed her shoulder. #Al don
understandéhow anyone can wal k away from t hei

St

She gave him a soft smile, AYoudd ne@anstr do t h
him as he wrapped an arm around her. AWhat wa
fighting so nmvatedhéiLnu ctyo alnedavie. After he didéit
His arm tightened around her owads®, HBS&Gusdedl
Al dm sorry you had to go through that.o

She patted his chest, Alt was a |l ong time ago
a shower éget ready for bedéWebve got an early
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He nodded, @poéamhdcéeaHethpavwe a flying motion |
Metropolis, o0 At her | ook he el aborated, M@ASupe
criminal element will take advantageéo

AWe dondét want that, do weQRimaskhe ivakedabrosstipee r e d,
room to pull out her things from her suitcase.

He smiled, Al ol |l be back as soon as | <can. o
He quickly spun into the Superman suit and Lo
He grinned, | eaning in to kiss her, fiLove you

***

Later that evening after patrolling Metropolis Clark headed back to California and found Lois
already asl eep. He had taken | onger than he h
like the last few weeks but rather petty crimes scatteredighout the city. A mugging here,

carjacking there. Nothing that would usually draw his attention unless he was on patrol.

He spun out of his suit and into boxers and a
amazed him to know how muchdahanged over the last few weeks. He and Lois had grown
closer than he could have ever imagined.

ACl arkéd He heard Lois call his name in her s
bed as he brushed the hair out of her face. Her eyes flutteqped n s | eepi | y, HAHey. 0
AHey, 0 he whispered back with a smile.

She rolled on her side, propping her head up

AYeah, 0o he nodded. Al didnét mean to wake you
She smiled, dAlt's furnepatAnngyltthd ng exciting on
ANo, 0 he shook his head, AJust small stuff he
Loi s odded, patting the other side of the be
on, itds | ate We need to get wup early. Come
AYou sure thatoés a good idea?0 He asked, dl ¢
ANo, 0O she shook her head, tugging him toward
safe, 0 she said sleepily. He n opowathehdn, restngi mbi n g
her head against his chest as she drifted off
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Al | ove you too sweetheart, o he whispered, ki
figure that had curled up next to him. She had already drifted oféép sl

He rolled over on his side so he was facing her, watching her sleep, hoping sleep would come

soon. It had been a long day. Between the flight that had turned into a very enjoyable experience

as Lois O0distractedq hehourswandthe verylunconmfoatdbie ous t e a
afternoon with Sam Lane, he was exhausted. Still, it was hard to sleep. He was sharing a bed
with Lois. Sheéd said she felt safe in his ar
He was trying to take things stowith her, but it was times like this that made it harder and

harder. He groaned, rolling over on his back. It was going to be a long night.

*k%k

Lois sleepily rolled over on her stomach, reaching out for Clark. She frowned, feeling the cool

sheet nextd her. She opened her eyes, rolling on her back as she looked around the room, trying

to allow time for her eyes to adjust. It was still dark out. Where was Clark? She glanced at the
couch to make sure he hadndét nmMopeevhybeéhegatehe sof
call for Superman?

She looked up at the ceiling as she stretched her arms over her head. She yelled in surprise when
she spotted him floating in the air above her. When she yelled, it seemed to wake him up, which
alsocaused himtoal I from where he was floatingéright
She squirmed, trying to push him off of her.

ASorryéodo He apologized, trying to sit up unsu
finally stopped, and he sat up, movinguttangle himself from the blanket his foot got caught in
when he fell.

AWhat happened?06 Lois asked, sitting up.

Al .. .fell é0 He said cautiously as he dug his
AFalling from floating?0 Sheinktmtosed at him i n
possi bl e . What were you doing up there anywa
ASometi mes | float in my sleepéd He said shee
She | aughed, AYou float in your sleep?o0

He nodded, ASometi mes. 0 tebed stratchimgoutasahe prapped f | 0 a
his head up with his hand.

She grinned up at him, AYour I|ife is so stran

AStranger and stranger every minute, o he smil
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Lois glanced at

t hehowlrsc ,e fifoWee gttidlsl tgaone & of g
some rest. o He nodded

, Wrapping an arm around

*k%k

Mr s . Cox knocked on the door to Lex Luthoro6s
you.0
AThank sy.ouCoxMr | 61 | theagttap andtheaded towahdehe bobksheltaéier o

typing on the keyboard to open the secret compartment. He stepped down the steps to the secret
compartment and walked past the wine cellar and into an open office wihege aomputer

was pinned against the wall and took his seat at the computer, pressing a button to display the
video call.

Devane sat in front of the screen, A Mr . Lut ho
Kryptonite. o

Lex grinnedxpéWhedetanmelkye@o

Devane nodded, Al "Il call you when | get back
ADone, 0 Lex said, pressing a button to end th
*k%

The room was dark and poorly lit. Loisloske ar ound ner vousl vy, AMakes

Penitentiary seem like a country clab

AWonder whatoés taking them so |l ong, o0 Clark sa
against his notepad. There was a loud hammering noise from the other sideooirttzend he
|l ooked up, AMaybe thatdés him

The door opened, and Johnny Taylor walked through with chains on his feet and hands. He gave
Lois a leering stare as the officers |l ocked h
her. Lois tugged her j&et closed and pulled her chair closer to Clark.

Clark narrowed his eyes at Johnny as he leaned forward, folding his hands on the table in front of
him, AMr. Taylor how about you saick to profe

met Cl ar kds Hadedredned ga

Johnny shifted uncomfortthy when he
to Lois, AWhatdya want to

his tMI8Shanhke inodded

AYou requested a transfer out of Metropolis P
incidentwithandier i nmate, 06 Lois began, reading from
a misunderstanding with a 6shiv?060
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Johnny rubbed his right arm and nodded, fAYeah
Metropolis wasnoét t shegmyjub, hetirement flomehe Meatrosh.ibypu u h ,
know what | mead

Clark nodded, ASomeone wanted you out of the
Al o, uh, di dndét make too many friends on the i
things from tokeruggede, @bJdtohindm not the one t |
AYou think it was Toni coming after you?0 Loi
AOr the John she made a deal with to take the
AEI t her way, | ndWasentdfinishghejale ki ng ar ou

AYou said she made a 6deal with the devil .6 A
ANo one other than O6the boss, 60 Johnny said w
AAny idea who this 6bossd is?0 Lois asked.
ANo, | nev e ryguyesaidHe hatha mdeting wittmToni at the Metro club after she
took over...0 Johnny shrugged.

Loisb6b eyebrows rose, AAt the Metro club?o
AYou know who it is, donét you?0 Johnny | eane
laughed.

LoisandChr k exchanged a |l ook, and Loi ® &Sheamsé¢dole

up with Clark gathering her things.
They headed for the door, and Jathnny <call ed a

***

Lois breathed a sigh of relief as she clode@t door to the rental car. A
creeps! o

AWel mmraawy s he iséo Clark said,
6the bossd® and all his cri mes éd t hi

AAnNnd keep disqugidngé&d tlogi,s iSee what el se we can

*k*
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AAlI'l surveillance equi pment has been reinstal
read from the status report to Lex imrhis stu
men were able to get in and out without any issues." He handed Lex a folder, "The background
check we found on Mr. Kemnt

A Mr . Kent 6s been quite busy, 0 Lex mused.
nYes, travels all around the worl d umndtheer col |
world in time to cover Omiracul ousd saves in

never staying in one place for very long

I h a so?0 Lex asked, flipping through the
I t ?

o

s t
ane

T o

ot

Maybe dhesofreutnhi ng to stick around for 0 Nigel

*k%k

After the flight back to Metropolis Clark walked Lois back to her apartment. She unlocked the
door and stepped inside with her luggage. Clark closed the door behimdrkddowered his

gl asses to scan .ot he apartment, #AOh, no
Lois sighed, shaking her head, fALet me guessé
A J ust heturredarounal, pulling out his cell phone and began to dial.

AWhat are you doing?o0

AYes, Metropolis P.UID? Heln@dk risdokseaptide dssemkt t eo B
I 61 | hol d, 06 Lois | ooked at him questionabl vy,

apartment. Maybe we can use it against Luthor

*k%k

Lois stared at the pile of cameras and audio equipment ttdid®am pulled from her apartment
in disgust. Henderson | ooked at her in concer

AJust a |little on the disgusted side, 0 Lois s
found throughout her apartment.

Al 6l 1l sawnwkd nOGf siacer ase he wal ked through the a

bedr ooméo

AOh, Godéodo Lois winced, cradling her head in

Al guess, |l ucky we were out of town, o0 Clark s
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AYeah, | uadklsaning agaiost ham. s

Henderson shook his head as he tagged the | as
came from the same place as the other bugs yo
do. The equipment had no serial nwardon them, and the signal was bouncing all over the

place. The tech team at S.T. A.R. Labs is stil

ASo, youodre saying wedre powerl ess against th
his own sick, personalpesph ow? 0 Loi s spoat bitterly. AGreat
Henderson sighed, @ANot powerless. Theydve got

figured out. For now keep having Superman check your place as often as he can so we can keep
tracking this. When we do finthte per son responsi bl eéand we wil
strong case

AThanks, |l nspector, 06 Clark said, gently squee
finish bagging everything up.

Al 61 | |l et you know as s o osaid, maionihg fdr theoofficesstome t hi n
leave.

Lois and Clark followed them to the door, and
ridiculouso

Al know, 6 Clark grumbled, wrapping his arms a
foundcame as and audi o recording equipment in bott

keep tabs on us bath

Al guess being a |little paranoid and talking
leaning back against him.

He leaned downto kisshercstu | der . d 6an glhed,y, MAre you going
should probably get unpacked and do a paitrol

Al suppose, 0 Lois sighed, |l eaning against him
She brushed her hands against his chest, toyingva t he | apels to his | acl
just going to be weird not having you here to
up his chest, linking her hands around his neck as she fingered the hair on the back of his neck,

~

Al k i dwa&inglup witke you floating above the bed next toame

Clark smiled, against her 1ips, Al know, but

sighed against him. maveudnured agass merneak. t he air a

Shesmiledaseh r an her fingers through his hair and

|l i ke 1téo He | eaned in to kiss her, cupping h
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He sl owly broke off the kiss and ran his hand
ADo you have leennGintoBds kim.a s k e d

ALoi séo He murmured against her | i
more than to continue thiséo He br

AWe woul dndét be able to sophe gaive fmhim ahedo

Al s h o kelregpeatgd) stilbnot making any move toward the door or releasing her from his
embrace.

Al know, 06 Lois said softly, meeting his gaze.
The door opened and Lucy steppedbaokl deShhehasa
Lois. fAHey, <@lighk, hoperst tfogrettyher and still <ca
Clark smiled, nYeah, howds the internship goi
Lucy shrugged, fPr etst yondoodny 3ti ahgssighegl sipkikg, vy .t hlotu
into the couch with her things. @Al was going
AUh, no, 06 Clark shook his head,0 offering her
AOkay, wel |l syesaidwtloaugrinlasshegrapbed theylone and began to dial.

He | eaned down to kiss Lois dewidpergddefmence mor e

disappearing out the door.

Lois nodded, closing the door behind him. She sighed, leaning back agaidsbtifor a

moment and Lucy smiled at her. AThings are de
Lois blushed, and Lucy | aughed, AYou two are
things...slow?0 Lucy teased.

Altés | osi ng id snkirgmnip thedoyclonext to hessisteri g h e
Al knew it! o6 Lucy grinned. fASo, how was Calif

Alt was good. 0 Lois said with a smile, nWe go
exposing the boss

iMaybe when you crack this story open youol |l h
ATwo days in California. | 6m sure theydre gon
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AActually Perry paid for it, o Loistogoai d, HAThe
cheapéplane tic&ets and hot el room

AHot el room?o0 Lucy pressed. She noticed the b
Lois shook her head with a smile. ANothing ha

time.o

Lucy laughed when shesawthatw ch on t he corners of Loisd® mo
to beo

Lois |l et out a shaky breath, Al know itds cr a
already feel éo

Lucy nodded, fWel Ishe tbheignakn osfl oi vl bgeh frieadofamayg, uoy s h
year now...so in a way, 1tb6s |like youdbve been
the last montld

ot

| guess, 0 Lois said softly. ASo scary...feel

ALoveds funny leidk é atctkata,to hleaucy fAsymiul j ust got t
the plunged

***

Perry |l aid a stack of files on the conference
members that are susceptible to selling their shares. | want you and ok tap and see if

you can get them over to our side before this mysterious buyer convinces them to sell their
shares. 0

AA |ittle cloak and dagger, o0 Ji mmy nodded. Al

AAl'l of these guys are having fispnane®fieal yi saue
pointing to the files.

AAnd you want us to make sure they dondét acce
f

flipping through one of the il es, ASimon Tru
when he saw a pictureinthei | e, fAébut noto i f his wife sees t
Perry gave him a knowing smil e, AP i vate inve

A knock on the door interrupted them, and Perry looked up to see Bill Henderson standing in the

doorway, ABil b? Can | help you?
Henderson nodded, Al 6dm gonna need to sweep th
and Kentbés |l ast night, we 0 hought it best to
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ABugs?0 Perry asked, and Henderson held up a
ACool !0 Ji mmy beamed.

At i f youdbre the one being spied on, 0 Hender
found a few by their desks and on the el evato
AUh, sure, o Perry nodded, standing up.

AThis wondt t akeassuredhigm.,, 060 Hender son r

*k%k

Lois walked into the Daily Planet lobby with her coffee in hand, scanning the floor for any sign

of Clark. Sheéd heard about the train derailm
would keep him. Some rescues took longanththers. She took another sip of her coffee,

heading for the elevator. She frowned at the empty cup and tossed it in the trashcan. After her
talk with Lucy | ast night shedd spent most of

She definite} felt that pull to move faster with him. She knew him better than anyone, but she

still had those unrealistic fears of repeating her experience with Claude. The pain and
uncomfortable feeling shedd felt duendesg sex h
she hadnét. She hadnoét felt the pull or desir

Part of her knew it was impractical to put Claude on the same level as Clark, but it was the only
experience she had. Knowing Cl ar k westanydt expe
had all the parts. She smiled, recalling some of their more heated makeout sessions. The question
was I f she was ready to take that step again

Two hands covered her eyes and familiar lips preasgda i nst her | i ps, fAGues:

She g
e

i n
|l ean [

ed | eani
t

, ng ba
o kiss hi

k against hinmheas he r
m, I

r n c
d n A heard about the tra
Clark nodded, taking her hand in lis they stepped on the elevator with a large group of people.
AYeah, wuh, Superman got t h éeasmiledbackatihenasthe No i nj
doors to the elevator opened to let half the group of people that were in the elevator with them

off.

AThat 6s good, 06 Lois said softly, brushing inv
t hat éhe, uh...got there in timeéd She shared
stomach flutter a bit as he smiled at her. What wabkaut him that made her just want to lose

herself in his arms? The elevator dinged once more letting off the remainder of the crowd they

were sharing an elevator car with. She watched as the elevator doors closed, letting out a sigh of
relief.

159 | Page

@



Folc4evernaday

He smikd at her, leaning in to kiss her. She wrapped her arms around his neck, pulling him to
her as she fingered his hair a® he mur mured a

She | aughed against his mouth, AoWoHe& rm® vehde on
attention to her collarbone, raining a trail of feather light kisses along her neckline as he cupped
her face with his palm.

AToo t emmurinureg., 0

i1  k rshe whispered in between ragged breaths as his arms tightened around her waist. She
fingered the knot on his tie, tugging him to her as she leaned up to capture his lips with her own.
She slid her finger beneath the silk of the knot of his tie, loosening it as her other hand moved up
his chest, exploring the hardened muscles beneath s adress shirt.

ALoi séwe needétoéestopéo He reminded her, sl ow
forehead against hers, and she stared at him through her etipleariayes. He was struggling

to regain control of his breathing as much as she Sfas cast him a sideways glance for a

moment as he released her from his embrace, standing next to her as he straightened his tie.

She grinned back at him, giving him a longing look before stepping off the elevator as they
arrived on the newsroom floor.

***

AWe have a problem, 0 Mrs. Cox |l aid a stack of
thought were in our pocket seem to be evading our calls. The latest preliminary vote went against
selling the Planet to LexCoxp

AThat 6s I mposdidd ehe fLleixppmsedartiler ough the fil es

weaknesses...They agreed to sell éo

ADo you want me to set up another meeting?0 M
hel p?o0

AYes, 0O Lex nodded. @Set it wup for this aftern
ATher e Mors. Cox added. AAlIl the cameras fro

Lane and Clark Kent have been removed...by the police

AHow did theyé?0 Lex shook his head in disgus

AOur contact said this | nspehatlLasLaneendd@lak son i s

Kent visit to check for surveillance equi pmen

Lex nodded, A We o6l | wait a bit. Lay |l ow then r
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AVery well , 0 Mrs. Cox said with a smile.

*k%k

oi
he

Q
=]

eer i ng fAgY oaurdev ea sg osth et

Toni Tayl or gave L
t ed toward Clark who

kidding meéd She
see you, Charlie

S
n

—
c
—
>

Clark shook his head, iltdés Cl ar k. Cl ark Kent

AYes, |l know, 0 Toni said si
|l ast few months trying to f
usually a much better judge of characier

i nogv edro.w nii [idnvteo shpee

n k
i gure out how you

AReal |l y?0 Lois interrupted, placbnhng a possess
Tonigave Loisaglr e, | eaning back in her chair, fASo wl
AJohnny Tayl or, 0 Clark began.

AWhy am | not surprised?06 Toni snorted. A Wh a
AHe said someone was out to get him,0 Lois be
AAnydou think | had something to do with it?o0 T
visitords room, fMs. Lane, | ook around? 1 6m i
hereo

AYou were head of the Metro Gang, 06 Clark coun
AFor niinkuet eal 6 Toni snapped, AYou know how hard
in your field, Ms . Lane, try running a crimin
AHow6d you get them to put you in cdrarge then
Al éhad a, shesniffegpumeasiyner , o

AWhat kind of partner?0 Clark asked.

AnAépower ful one. He made sure | was able to p
Toni said uneasily.

Lois shared a look with Clark then puton herlbfestk e s mi | e, Al suppose th
him at the Metro Club?o
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A Of ¢ oche shifted,udeasily.

AiSee, Johnny told us all about this partner o
smiled when she saw Toni 6sreyé@d¥owi deowawtol 66
about? The boss that runs all the crime in Metropolis? The boss that has the police and

politicians in his pocket so he can continue running things the way he has for years in
Metropolis?o

=]

Johnny doesndét ngnabwowhato AFeds tal kli uneasily.

=]

Did you know someone tried to kildl hi m?206 CI a
AWhat 20 Toni breathed shakily.

ASeems he kept having 6accidents6é with a shiwv
state, 0 CIl ar k uaddrdee dp.r ofit Vehcot ei vnegré oy o

Al 6m not protecting anyoneéo She argued.
féecandt be trusted, o Clark finished.

"You don't know what you're talking abgutoni argued.

"And you don't know who you're in bed with," Clark added, flipping open his notepad, "Did you
know 'the boss' approached Johnny and your father about a partnership and they both turned him

down?"

Toni didn't say anything, and Lois added, "Or how about the fact that your father ended up dying
from 'heart problems' not even a week after turning 'ths’ blasvn?"

Toni shook her head, "You're lying..."
Lois tossed the report in her hand to her, "Read it yourself
"What do you want?" Toni asked uneasily.

"The truth,” Clark said softly. "Help us take him down and make him pay for what he's done to
your family."

"You don't understand..." Toni shook her head. "You don't know what he's capable of..."

"Then enlighten us," Lois said, pulling out her tape recorder. "You met with him and are one of
the few people out there that can point the finger. Helging him down"

"You wouldn't believe me if | told you," Toni breathed. "Nobody waduld
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"Try me," Lois said with a smirk.

*k%k

Lois and Clark stepped out of the elevator go
from Toni Ta ydta contact8 With the Metros, dut monel of them are willing to
come forward

AWel |l , Toni is at |l east thinking about it,o C
Al d&m not holding my breath, o Lois retorted.

AShe may surpri seng ohui,s0 wWdyartko shaiisd,d emsakk,i A She
intentions ...went about everything the wrong way

AYeah, 0 Lois breathed, Al wagumiagacriminglan wunder st
organi zationéwhet her she wan borbahtingspasshults,anda not .
attempted murders...and everyome that got inj

Al know, 6 Clark said, taking a seat at his de

Lois recognized the expakasysd®nHe ns hhd sk fhaicse , h €i;
toward the st or agewhspeed eearing thie Banic lmoant frorh aidistarice.

*k%k

Clark grabbed the cable of the elevator car at the last minute, stopping it from crashing down the
fiftystorybuildi ng. The i mpact would have severely inj
you, 0 he reassured through the ceiling vent t
huddled together in the center of the car shaking. He slowly eased them dowloldyhigoor

where firemen and paramedics were waiting. He glared at the cable in his hand. It had been cut.
Someone had deliberately cut the cable.

The firemen pried the doors opened, and he held the car steady so everyone could walk out of the
elevator ar. He spotted a familiar face as the firefighters gave him the okay to let go. Seeing the
panic and fear on the passengers, he stepped into the lobby and approached a young auburn

haired woman, nMs . Kahn?o

She turned ar ouSoptrmanptt ha o & Iy o she gave &im a watery 0
smile. Al guess | 6ve been lucky twice in a ye
He showed her his best smile and motioned for

like the type of person to dookingf or danger éo

Al 6 msreant f e d. Al 6 a receptionist
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AYou have any éenemies?0 He asked cautiously.

=]

Noéodo She said slowly. AWhy?0

ATwice Iin a year youore plummet
in an el evator éyet hgnuimiede afr ai

Al't was ashesaidshakdyi dent , 0

He pull ed out the cut cable hedd grabbed from
del i berately cut the elevator cabl e?06 Her eye
hel péo He bebganwsubdl wanfiwto kill you?bo

*k%

ASo, the elevator cable was cut?0 Lois asked
Al know heds behind this, o Clark breathed. Al

work up. o

Lois |l et out a | ow bad eladihs pgidlhliedicutgetern nmo tse
Henderson did a sweep at the Planet, and they found bugs in the elevator, our desks, and both
conference roomseéo

Clark shook his head in disgust, ATrying to Kk
AYep, 0O Loi s

t hing. Perry
susceptible to a brib@

oddiedle wie@nar é eg @totsiing veomewher e \

n
6s got Jack and Ji mmy meeting wit

Als Jacké?0 Clark began.

Lois seemed to sense where heamwdast ey dirge wji u $ht

upstairs. Donét worry. Hebds safe

Clark sighed in relief, Al think | need to ta

i deaéo

AWhat are you going to do?0 Lois asked, AShip

ANo of omour® Clark shook his head, fbut maybe

Denny and his foster family are at so they6l]l

Alt would make sense, 0 Lois reasoned. AnWhat a

Al dowpd €hark sighed, Al odll talk to Perry
164 | Page

@



Folc4evernaday

One Month Lateré

AWebve got at | east three possible buyers, o P
as he closed the door behind him. fAltos been
a | oat this | ongéo

ABut the budget cuts keep coming out of nowhe
advertisers arent6t willing to work with the P
AThe question is who do we tr usdlLpi®hardiédaherk adde
to him

Al agree, 0 Perry folded his hands in his | ap
with the boss research? Any | eads?090

ncr eta. We
or mati on f
smd |l e befo

Cl ark shook his head, fANothing
to see if we can get any mor e
O

0
i nf
pheromoneséodo He gave L s a hal

C S
n ro
f re

Lois blushed, recalling theiyoneseempstobeafraided unde
him, but taking a fresh | ook at everything ap
pl ayer séo

AwWell, when you crack this one openheitodol !l be

warned, wagging his finger abls.

Al 6m al ways careful, 06 Lois harrumphed, gather
behind her.

*k%k

Lois stepped into the elevator with Clark, continuing their game as they tried to pass the time on

their way to see Miranda attheMetp ol i s Womenbés Pri son. AHow manr
ASi x, 0 Clark said, scanning his notes, not | o
ADancer, Prancer, Comet , Bl itzen, Dasher, Cup
one.

AThat 6s seveonegmoreoCl ar k sai d, 0

ADonner €0 She repeated.
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Clark folded his notes and turne®d to her with

=]

|l am not stuck... 0 She argued before binally

A Vi X lesaidpleaning in to kiss hélhe elevator dinged, announcing their arrival to the
visitor floor.

*k%k

Mi randa stepped into the visitordéds room, | ook
When my attorney said, I had some r@porters w
Alf it makes you feel any better 1t06s no picn
AWebre here to talk about why you really bega
cutting to the chase before a cat fight ensued between the twawome

AWhat makes you think I édm going to tell you?bo
ABecause you dondét have anything |l eft to | ose

working on this pheromone when you were contracted by LexLabs. Whose idea was it to begin
this project?o

Mi randa gave them a slow smile, AWhy should |
be involved with Lex Luthor.. o Miranda warned
Al know, 06 Lois said, folding her notebook in
Mi randa arched an eyebrow at her, skeptically
of bad bl ood between you and Lex. We just wan
give you a fair shot consideringébo

AYou mean c oncsriadzeyr ianngd |l awsehnetd out at everyone
asked.

AUh, something |ike that, o Clark said, taking
normally would. They were gaining Mirandads t
Miranda looked around the emptyoran and whi sper ed, AWhat 6s i n it

*k*x

Bruce Wayne stepped off his private jet, looking around the airstrip with a smile. A tall blonde in
a sharp business suit was by his side along with an elderly man with a gray hairline and glasses.
AWel led ,AlIMert ropoli s seems a | ot brighter than
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Alt would seem so, sir,o Alfred said, foll owi
be, Master Wayne?0 He asked, pulling out an e
Al 6 m nMrtWhgeuwarged to keep thislewey, but | canét in good
purchase without help transition the changes,
Al still dondt understand how the Daily Pl ane
internationally known and haveeen around for centuries... Every journalist dreams of working

thereéo the young bl onde said, shaking her he

~

Als that what you dreamed of Vicki?06 Bruce as
She smirked at him, fABefor e gl afnelaln adhnorléoyvees wi

Awell, if you change your mind | know the own
y 0 uhe gave her a smile.

*k*

Lois gasped with a smile on her face as they
just happen?o

Al think so,0 Clark smiled, wrapping his ar ms
connect Luthor to the crimes in Metropolis and bring him down

ALet 6s not get ahead of ourselves, 0 Lois warn

concrée e yet, but i f this information Miranda ga\
Al t ol |l mean bringing him down for all the cri
face AJack will finally be safe

AHowd6s he doing anyway?0 Loi ardtheslddeep.d concer ned

AAL I right. Hebés spending time with Denny whi
the door for her to get in the Jeep.

Lois watched as he climbed in on the other si
dondét yoeR Eeenrimaétd to rob youéo

AHeb6s just a troubled kid that needed hel pébod
trouble |Iike that 16d want someone to help th
of oO6kid, 6 anadt hhee rt,u riinghda ttéos |worookn g ? o

ANot hshegsai d, shrugging as she turned away fr
AWhat 20 He asked, concerned.
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Al guess | never thought of...1 mean, not tha
thought much about ....kids.er r é having them t hat i s. I me an,
t heméyou saw how I was with Amy. ..l dondét hayv
with a smirk and looked aroundselfons ci ous | vy, AWhat ?0

ANot hhiend asmghed, AJust rwormdea migng ohdwakfearn hy cslEd
smacked him. Al édm kidding. | 6m kidding. I hon

AYoubre good with kids, ‘¥hoeu b6sdainda kseo fat Igyr,e afitB ufta
maternal bone in my loly.o

AThat i shenobubhteeed. Al have seen you with Lu
t hat were kidnapped during Constanceods |ittle
AYou really think so0?0 She asked, uncertainly
Al  k n devsals auppiig her cheek.

She smiled up at him, Al never thought ofél m
trailed off smiling to herself, AYou think 16
hypot hetical family that doesndt even existeéeo

Al tue jbecause you care so much, o Clark reason
went through you dondét want to put a child th

Lois smiled up at him, AYou sure you donot re
ANo, | é6m | uesrthe teanegl ;m todisslher.st e n

ASo, do you think about the future?d Lois ask
as she spoke.

AAlIl t he dgdindke,wi th a smile, AMore so | ately, o
AMe too...A Lotfl abhel 1l ankt mwant under, I "d b
Clark shook his head, @ANot vyou. You'd be bac
AYou think so?0 She asked.

AYeahh, beassured her, ADondt worry. Wedll figu
Al't btsheergrnonned. AWebre going to need a pape

that Pulitzeo
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*k%k

Lex pressed the call button tbo answer another

Devane narrowed his eyes and tapped his fingers on the desk in framt,of hin | ' m r eady t ¢
the delivery. Are the funds availabl e?o0

AHave you authenticated the item?0 Lex asked

Al't's genuine. Wedbve spent the | ast month aut
around, Luthor. It'd take me abdah seconds to find an alternate byger Devane war ned.

AAren't you forgetting whose sources turned wu
accused.

ANO, l " m not forgetting. That and fantika mi | | i
not 20 Devane countered.

AMay | see it?0 Lex breathed irritably. Devan
revealing a | arge green glowing rock. Lex s mi

***

Two Weeks Lateré

Lois and Clark steppedintoh e newsroom going over everything
research into Luthor. Lois looked at her notes from earlier as they walked toward their desks,

ASo, Mi randa Toni, Johnny, and Monique Kahn a
statene nt é O

AMIi randads information on LexlLabs is the bigg
Henderson said he was working with his team to get her put into the Witness Protection program
since she cut that deal to testify in exchange for her freédiom

Alt was sitting thereéright under our noses f
giniCan you believe that?0 She never tired of
began to fit on a bi g s c asondhadassareddhem thatwithiwa s a
the week hedd have the warrant for Lex and th
have the exclusive.

Al't was smart of Miranda to record al/l her <co
happily. She fi¢ a flutter in her abdomen as he stepped toward her, rubbing the side of her arm.

AWe did itédo She grinned happily, toying with

How was it that after nearly three months she still felt butterflies \Whemas near her like this?
It had been a year now since theydéd first met
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seeing each other. Clark had been true to his
gotten she was growing more and miustrated with taking things slow. After Smallville, he

hadnoét all owed things to get as heated as the
Shedd been grateful he hadndét brought it up a
more frustratedc t had been fine to take things sl ow wr
confession, but nowéNow that she knew everyth
anymore. She just wasnodot sure how to ¢gd about
out é

She teased the lapels of his jacket, pulling him close to her as she toyed with his tie, outlining the
path the red and blue pattern took down his <c
Metropolisé biggestfcai menRPor &hei toyede wswhpe
looking up at him expectantly. She smiled to herself when she heard him take a sharp intake of
breath when her other hand rested on his lower back from beneath his jacket.

He grinned, | ea@eahiyé ne &b |Skeéeg sroetiveerl ,e di R n t he f
against hers, slipping her hand daringly down his backside and grinned when he jumped slightly
but didndét pull away. She ignored the whistle

advantage othe moment for as long as she could before Perry interrupted them.

*k%k

Clark grinned at Lois happily as she toyed with the lapels of his jacket, toying with his tie as she
spoke, AHow does it feel to bringigewonf Mat pep

He smiled back at her, about to lean into kiss her when he felt her hand move daringly from his
back to his buttocks. He gave her a look, telling her silently he knew what she was doing before
l eani ng back dowreallyéaq oloibesvispered; captuiirg @ea lips with his

as he wrapped his arms around her waist, pulling her to him. He ignored the whistles around

t hem. You 6 d-wdrkers wokld e hsed ta thegublic displays of affection by now, but
some still insigtd on teasing.

Lois linked an arm around his neck, toying with the left lapel of his jacket as she grinned up at

him, AThe Fal/l of the House of Luthor by Lane
A We s houl dhewhispeet, wrappieg,h@ans ar ound her wai st A A
Pari s. Rome. 0 Lois | aughed, and he grinned ba
year éhebés finallyogetting his just desserts

She gave him a ha#fmile, toying with his tie seductively as she lehnp to kiss him, wrapping

her arms around his neck. The whistling continued, but he ignored it, reveling in the feeling of

Lois in his ar ms. He didndét care about anyt hi
finally crackedbopsed ahe theewaywy bohe fit so
softly caressed his, teasing him with her tongue as she parted her lips just enough to tease him

with the taste of her coffee from earlier.
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The bellow of his Editein-Ch i ef 6 s v o irassethe mewsraom pufjed hira back to the
present, AWould you two get a room, already?
bull pen. d He waved a roll of newspaper at the
cool down¢éo

Clark laughed, plling away from her slightly but keeping his arms wrapped around her waist,
reveling in the feeling of her being in his a
called across the newsroom.

Perry nodded, heading hgeohis office, HAAI ways

*k%k

Lois looked over her shoulder at Perry smiling as he walked back to his office. She suspected the
no-nonsense exterior he put on was just for show. Once he was in his office, she turned back to
Clark, recapturing his lips with her own. What vitalse had said? Something about celebrating?

She didnét want to go out. She just wanted to
hand down his chest, seductively outlining the end of his tie that hovered just above the
wai stband of hd sshawmltd .j isMaydredewr i néo0 She whi

a wink before turning around in his arms to head back to her desk before Perry came back out
and caught them again.

She caught the heated gaze Clark gave her and smiled to herself. Hopefulyo d been subt
enough to get her point across. Confidence wa
finally crossing that threshold. In every other aspect of her life, she was confident and self
assured, but when it c adavethatsametcdnfelenbeeShe knewrsieS h e
was readyéthey were ready, but it still scare
She knew Clark wouldndét hurt her 1|ike Claude
trusted her with his deepestcret, and she trusted him with her heart. It still made her nervous,

though.

She could still feel his eyes on her as she set her notepad down, trying to busy herself and think

of anything but what she planned to do tonight. He had swgming. He cad probably hear

her heart hammering as she nervously fidgeted with the pen in her hand. She cast a sideways
glance at him and caught his heated gaze as he readjusted his tie, looking away from her. She
smiled to herself. Yeomtacressheobdéd definitely gott

***

Lois grinned, |l eaning in to kiss him once mor
whispered in his ear giving him a wink before turning in his arms to head back to her desk. He
swallowed hard, not sure what to make out of thatrstate t . It was the way sh
statement éHe watched her set her notepad down
He could hear her heart rate pick up and caught her heated gaze as she looked back at him. He
readjusted histienervoysl She wasnot . ..
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He caught her gaze once more and swallowed when he recognized the expression on her face.
Desire. What was she trying to teldl hi m? He w
what she was trying to tell him for long becauserreentered the newsroom bellowing to get
everyonebs attention.

ALIisten up folks!o Perry barked, Al got a cal
right aouthéenew evator doors opened, and Lex L
a snug smile on his face, surrounded by suits.

AYou have got to be kidding meéd Lois muttere
newsroom.

AFor those of you who donét know me, my name
balcony.

Clark stood nexttolme pr ot ecti veddy ,f éid l6ivleg g tHea vohai sper ed

than you have been greatly distre

, no | es
i s one great newspaperéo Lex continu

S
0

AOh, no, 0 Lois breat hed,thisidaaightmag her head, AP

=
Z
o
~—+
c

nless webre having the same one, 0 Cl ark

Al dondt know why your advertisers have deser
your credit |lines. And | dmeseddsthiouglounnecessgry you d
expenditureséo Lex gave a |l ook toward tohe sui
Alt was him. It was him all along, o6 Lois mutt
AShhhéo Clark warned, fANot here

Al do know t hat veldthrough strdnd leadesshipcandfiscal eespsnsibility.
Therefore, | have taken the one step that would guarantee the fututeeimgllof this
newspaper: Il bought it. |l 6m the new owner of

Clark picked up Perrymtut er i ng, AJudas Priest, o under his
newsroom but Lois stood there stunned.

Clark wrapped an arm aovxound her, Altoés gonna
Al woul dndét be so sure about thateéo A voice s
Lextummedd® see Bruce Wayne standing in the crowd
do | owe this ésurprise?o
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AYou know for someone that spends so much tim
surprised you didnoét c h eBeuke saidwith alsmile asche walkesit e r  t
toward Lex.

AwWhat are you talking about? It was a wunani mo
Bruce shook his head, ANo, seedoyou didndét tak
AYour vote?0 Lex asked shakily.

AOh boyéhere come the fireworks, o Clark reasst!
ifYeah, see I 6m a gambl er. I l 1T ke risk. I I 1 ke
Skydivingérock c¢l i mbhenghotallleixgat &m owearehgt Il iomd
the stock for the Pl anet was for sale at such
AYou 0O Lex narrowed his eyes at Bruce and t

i Bo u g ht-five gekcennof tiye Daily Planet shares last night@ Yob e t helsmikgd, d , 0
patting Lex on the shoulder, fANow, Mr . Lut hor
pass. | 6ve been running Wayne Enterprises for
how to turn the Planet around withowtuo

Lex narrowed his eyes at Bruce for a moment before pasting on a smile and looking to the

crowd, Alt appears | 6ve been mistakenéyour ne
Appl ause erupted, and Lois | ooked back at Cl a
ANot ,a0 cHeuesai d, fAbut Ohis timing is impeccable
Al éll say, o0 She sighed, | eaning against him.

Clark watched as Bruce leaned in, whispering something to Lex. With the crowd of applause this
close to him it was impossible for him to pick up what their new oWwad just whispered to

Luthor but it seemed to put the fear of God in him. Luthor backed away, turning hurriedly away
from the balcony.

Bruce smiled, watching as Lex walked back toward the elevator and looked at the crowd with a

smil e, ALadneens amyd n@enmet lies Bruce Wayne. Per hap
you should pick up a copy of Tattletale Weekly. The stories they come up with are quite
entertainingp He grinned back at the crowd, dln al/l

soft spa for nostalgia. My dad used to read the Planet to me when | was a little boy and the
thought of the Pl anet not being aroundéo He s
my sentiments. o0 There was a mur muundtlef agr e e me
bal cony, fil understand the Daily Planet has u
and it is my goal to rectify that. The Daily Planet is a wealbwn household name; as well it
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should be. l'tds my goal &aotepeseéehlher the Daws g
gui et for a moment, fAto do that, |l 6ve enliste
into the twentyfirst century. I'll be in and out of the office, but | see no reason for any major

changes at this pointApplause erupted through the newsroom, and Perry walked over to Bruce

to shake his hand.

AHappy days are here again!o Jimmy cheered ha

Lois cast a sideways glance at Clark, AThings
{Book, obviously thereb6s a | ot of bad bl ood b
truth. We think maybe we didnét give you a fa
AYou mean considering | went crazy and | ashed
AUh, s olikeghattoi n g

AWhat 6s in it for me?0}

Ni gel shook his head, pausing the tape as he

your loyalty. Thank you for bringing this to our attention

*k%k

Lois sunk into the couch, propping her feet up as stieHdi off her shoes. She unbuttoned her
blazer, tossing it to the ground and tugged her pantyhose off, rubbing her tired feet as she made
herself comfortable. Henderson was supposed to call them once the warrant was ready. They
were so close to having Lexuthor behind bars. All they had to do was wait for the key players

to line everything up then he would be out of their lives for good and in prison where he
belonged.

She walked back to her bedroom, examining her profile in the mirror. Should she cBarge?

pulled out one of her more silky nightgowns as she unbuttoned her blouse, smiling as she

i magined Clarkés hands on her. She tossed the
slipping the silk negligee over her head. She leaned toward tha examining herself

critically. The soft silk hugged her hips perfectly, came up to hestinnjth and swooped low

enough on her neckline to tease him with the sight of the swell of her breasts without being too

low cut.

What was she supposed to dogunto his arms the minute he showed up with dinner? Clark
had said hed6éd meet her at her apartment with

backénot this. She paced around her bedroom n
toofomar délt wasndét her and it didnodot feel natur
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began sifting through her dresser drawers try
go shopping?

She finally found a violet lace bra with matching bbgpis panties and opted to try them on. She
hadnét worn anything |ike this in amangng ti me
dreams shedd had about Superman so many month
just Superman, he was Clatter best friend. The man she was madly in love with and the man
that hadrherai t edé

<<Al told you about Claude? Well, what | didn
...awful . o0 She shuddered recal Isihnegd d hseu fpfae rne db
Cl aude AAwkwardéand painful éandél just wante
Al 6m.osorry

AAfter | found out hedédd stolen my story | fil
AWFUL rumors. | just wanted themtogto so | wi t hdrew my compl ai nt ¢
<<fil just...I|l want you to know what youodre ge
andeo

ALoi séo

Al mean | Kknow you traveled a | ot and it's no
youbre €e€YOU, but | just donét want you to beéo
ALoi s, |l &m not é1 d&m not that experienced eithe
AYoudre not?0 >>

<<ANo, actwually notéat all éLois, |1 &dm not from
to...cross that threshold until I could findsomee | coul d share everythin
AReal | y? So, youbre waiting foréeo

AJust the rigkh* personé You

She recalled their conversation a few months
thought of finally making love with him was causing her hemhammer even harder. She really
wanted hi m. Shedd never wanted anyone | i ke th

before redressing in her work clothes from earlier. This was better. Less pressure.

*k%k

ASheds exqui si t dngatthéseneen.dHa watlched louhgrily ag the imagea
showed Lois slowly removing her blouse and examining herself in the mirror.
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The door opened and Lex jumped, slamming the
ti me?0 Nigel atselofice., stepping into

ANo, of course not, o Lex shrug®wed hastily, #AJ
AwWell , as interesting as your surveillance ma
attention that requires your nmmedibat deaktent

AWhat 6s this?0 Lex asked.

*k%k

Lois came back into the living room and glanced at the clock on the wall. Where was Clark?
Maybe Superman got called away. She sunk into the couch, reaching for the remote hoping to
give herself some insightitio what could be keeping him.

Al n other news, t he -apeeshohase ended with nohfaalitissttharikaito n e d
Superman showing up in the nick of time to stop the gunman from injuring any bystatiters
anchor announced.

Cl ar k 6 scame omthgtelevision showing the strained expression of concern on his face as
he knelt down to eye level with a young girl, reassuring her everything was fine. She smiled,

seeing the familiar tender ness ietuniglteathek 6s eye
camera, fASuperman, can we get a statement?0 o
Cl ark seemed to hesitate a moment, tightening

that responded to the call were met with gunfire and pdrdvegunmen until they were stopped

on the corner of Main and West. Bystanders were met with gunfire when the gunmen tried to run

on foot. Thankfully no one was injured and ev
excuse me?0 Wi inhtdhthetskyddaving the cfoldeofweporters to survey the

scene.

Lois smiled to herKHerd fst ciMewvlrgrgewlse d, dpr ot e st
and she sighed, getting up to head to the kitchen and find a snack to hold her ovéanntil C

made it back. He may have sus@eed and be able to fly around the world in a matter of

seconds but it still took just as long for the restaurant to cook the food. He said he was going to
surprise her. Ri ght now, ashoagaditwhsedible. 8har e what
grabbed a box of crackers from the cabinet and began snacking on them as she grabbed a cream
soda from the fridge.

AYoubre going to spoil your appetite, o a fami
arms around re

She smiled, | ooking back at him asoshe pl aced
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Al br ou dédaid, pansng @ thétable he had set up with the food as he ate the cracker
in his mouth.

She turned in his arms to face him, wrappinghenmres ar ound hiom. SihSemerlalns ag

hand up his chest, fil saw the news coverage.
He nodded, walking to the table with her, ndYe
easiern

She | eaned up to ki ssshehirne mifinvdoeud dhoi myh aft C oynoeu ocr

*k%k

ASir, It seems youodbve |l eft a trail, o Nigel sa
{ALook, obviously therebds a | ot of bad bl ood
truth. We thi nikv enaydue awef adiird nsbtotg consi der i ngé
AYou mean considering | went crazy and | ashed
AUh, sometling |ike that

AWhat 6s in it for me?0}

AShe woul dnét dare, 0 Lex said, shaking his he
Aibes she?d Nigel asked, AMaybe you need to ge

cell with hero
AGo on the run?0 Lex scoffed, AAre you mad, N
ACal | it a suggestion, o0 Nigel shrugged, AA st

***

Inspector Henderson read over ttanscript of the deposition, signing off on the agreement in
front of him to make sure everything that had been agreed upon was covered. He then handed it
over to the District Attorney to read over.

Youodr e a
o hope you

Ky wo ymzeople geld chaaae tb starttoveh e s a i

ery luc
[ ma k e b letsdidesigning tbecagreemennas heispoket h e f

v
0

o

St

Il plan to, 0 Miranda said with a smile.

The District Attorney handed t he udggRegmldse nt b a
| 6 I

| escort her and.oMs. Hunt er to the courtro
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AYou got it, o0 Henderson nodded.

you out of your mind?0 Lex fumed. Al am
want me to run???090

=
>
—
D

AYou call it r unnuthcgllitéelfiNri gsed r watuindre.r ey r dilby vy
|l ose everything ...wind up growing old éein a
ALex Luthor wil!/ never |ive in a cage, 0 Lex f
AYou have a weakness, Lex. Women You do anyt
whathappened with Miranda...with Lois Lane? My
working with those reporters to bring you dow
Al'tés my word against herséo Lex argued. i We
ANo, 0 Nigel shook shmasr th e aSch,e fhMisr anadpae swasThat 6s
freedom. The only way out of this is to disap
AWe can get the tapes backéod Lex argued. nAWebd

off his desk in a rage.

Al béGer, 0 Nigel argued, AUnl ess you do as | sa

***

Lucy Lane cradled her head in her hands as she made her way through the long line of people
with the officer dragging her by the shoulder. How had this happened? She had been on a date
with Jimmy, minding her own business when out of the blue this crazy lady started hitting her.

Poor Jimmy didndét know what to do. What was h
Shedd fought back. That was it. Hit her hard
herself arested?

AName?0 The officer asked, filling out the pa
ALaneLucyé&alLane. . 0 She stammered.

ALane?0 His eyebrows rose in amusement, ALiI ke
She sighed Of course, this wasno6t wrougket hi ng
the normal o6l sndét your sister the one that di
with it, but right nowé fYes, Lois Lane is my
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Another officer approached her intrigued. He was dressed in a gaadnsf a police uniform
but he had a badge pinned to his belt and wore glasses. He looked a lot older than the officer that
was doing her intake paperwork, ADid you say

She cringed, nodding hesitantly. Was this going to beod gr a bad thing?

He held out a hand for her to shake, dAaBill He
of thee tdgonrer, &ct ed. He took the pad from the ot
from hereéo

ABut eéo He began to argue.

il 6ve got itéo Henderson repeated a |little sha
back and Henderson turned to Lucy, AWhat are
AAssault?0 She squeaked out shamefully. Al sw
life.ldoné6t know what happened. She just jumped m
get away the cops showed up and arrested me but let her go with a warning. | mean who does
that? That 1is so not fair. I f fighuybursieouldy oi ng t o

arrest both parties dondt you think?0o

Hender son | ughed, nAdrekpe pledderd tel syu dpdrstdi wea st
ALIi sten, itoll probably get tossed i f you hav
worstofi t . I 611 try and expedite the paperwork he
someone pick you upéo

o Q

1]

|l have to call someone to pick me up?0 She g
Al can call Lois i f you want?0 He suggested.

ANoOéO She shook her uWwlkr,adl 6liINodalal gmydmoméa@ . Sh e
tirade already. 6Mom is going to kildl me € 0

*k%k

AThanks for dinner, o060 Lois said, sinking into
underneath her .0 AReally hit the spot

Al 6m gl ad, 6 Clear k hseaeikd, AcCcAnpp iwog dh from Hender s
ANope. | 6m sure heoéll call when heds got the
heart was hammering in her chest as she spoke

He pulled away and leaned back againstthe cduchy st a wai ti ng game
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She frowned at the | oss of contact, moving
She leaned her head against his chest as she spoke, resting her hand on his arm.

a

He shifted beneat h h e ecotlbhearthe s slight Wiremge thdis Heat a s k e

rate against his chest as she slid her hand up the cotton of his dress shirt and smiled to herself.

AAfter a-rneosnetahr cohfi nrge everything webve finally
behi nd bsaid softly findeong the top button of his shirt with her thumb as she spoke.

Alf nobody drops the ball, o0 Clark reminded he
still a little nervous about this. I dm not <co
Alowdght | was the one that was the pessimist, ¢
She could tell from his heated gaze he hadndt
optimistic farmboy?06 She teased.

AHe di scoveredgonotd Besadewthiawey smila. She éingered random
patterns on his knee, moving up his thigh intently, watching in rapt attention as he seemed to be

fighting an inner battle with himself, but
her,meeting her gaze as he caught her hand before she could move further up his thigh and he
breathed, #@ANot .owith Luthor anyway

AJust dondt glewarned.i cal on me, 0O

He smiled, cupping her cheekH&ithnbgande ¢ ah enr,
smiled, AKeep yohewarlednds to yourself, 6 0
AWhy?0 She teased, pressing herself against

end of his tie seductively, looking at him with an impish grin.

He groaned, leaning in to kiss her, puijiher to him. She laughed against his lips as she felt him
pul I her onto his | apd, murmuring, fAGod, I

***

Hedd known somet hin

he

i

was up at the office ear

g
hi méki ssing him. Then wihessembdnéreustalltioaughldibnerd i nn e
t

He coul dnét pinpoin
the conversation just fine.

Then after dinner when theydd moved to the
away flom her, hoping some distance would help him maintain some control over his body as he

what she could be nervou

co

fought against the effect Lois6 touch was hayv

What was she doing? He hadndét seen her act
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<<AForget about work,obtobrgkée mbsutotimbe Woripg
<<fALois, get a grip!o

AiBelieve me, | 6d | ove toeo>>

<<AMIi nuteds up, Cl ar k! Come to Mama! 0>>

<<iAl |l ove you, Clark. | wamt>> o spend the res

Concerned, he checked heranysignsofhe beingpdruggedk @he sur e

seemed fine. He relaxed a bit, catching her g
on her face in the newsroom. He swallowed hard, feeling his body responding to her closeness.
God, he want edhehfmayearloswd d want e

She pressed herself against him and he swallowed, feeling the soft flesh from beneath her blouse
press against his chest. He caught her gaze and felt his throat go dry when he drank in the sight
before him. He had a perfectviewlofe r ¢l eavage as she | eaned aga
you?0 She fingered the end of his tie seduct.i

He groaned, feeling her hand slip up his inner thigh once more. All his resolve was gone. He
leaned in to kisker, pulling her to him. She laughed against his lips as he pulled her onto his
l ap, murmuringg AGod, | |l ove you

His hands roamed up and down her sides as he kissed her, caressing her lips with his own. She
slid her thigh across his lap seductively,uing to straddle his legs as she supported herself with
her knees, devouring him with her lips.

He felt a sense of déja vu wash over him as he felt the cotton of her blouse brush against his
cheek. ACIarkéd She mur mur ehkunditit geger bregkingt t he
contact with his lips as she did so.

He allowed his hands to explore her ivory skin, caressing the soft skin of her thigh, pushing the
cotton of her skirt upward as he did <gwg. ALOI
the back of her thighs as she lowered herself to his lap. He caught her gaze, cupping her cheek as
he moved to brush his lips against her neck.

She leaned forward, tugging his tie through the collar of his shirt as his lips brushed against her
earldoe, teasing it with his teeth. She seemed to melt against him, tightening her thighs around
him. AAre éyou...sure?0 He whispered in her e

She nodd she murmukee, seaching for the top button of his dress shi aaptured
her lips once more, sliding her closer to him.

She gasped, leaning toward him as she kissed each layer of exposed skin she discovered from
unbuttoning his shirt. He groaned in pleasure as he felt her lips against his chest, her tongue
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teasehi s hard chiseled muscl es. inOh, Godéo He m
his chest.

She leaned back to look at him, catching his gaze as she unbuttoned her blouse. He watched in
admiration as the violet lace stared back at him invitingly.sBleel her cotton blouse off her

shoul ders effortlessly and he | eaned in to ki
against her lips as he began a trail of feather light kisses against her throat, working his way

down.

mo ment , nWai t
I n nothing bu
i's was i mporta

A thought occurred to himane&h st i | | .
sight of Lois straddlin t h
|l ast thing he wanted. B nt .
She seemed to sense wheehimi nd was going and | eanead down

He relaxed against her, allowing his hands to move up her back, finding the clasp to her bra. He
flicked i t, watching as it fell of f her shoul

His other had roamed up her inner thigh and he groaned, lifting his head to watch her face as he
touched her. She seemed to withdraw from him as his hand slipped beneath her skirt. He
frowned, unsure of what had just happened.

He wanted nothing more than to lose hathen her arms right here and right now but something
was nagging him in the back of his mind. Her heart rate was hammering in her chest. She was
scared. He moved his hand from her breast to

*k%k

AAre €éyou. . . sur &€epdar rdsting Whharsdpom hee ldps. Was she sure? Yes,
she wanted him. She wanted this.

She nodd eshe reaclie ferghe top button of his dress shirt as he captured her lips once
more. She gasped when she felt him slide her closer to higrddaed against her and she
leaned down to kiss him.

She smiled against his lips. He wanted her just as bad as she wanted him. She leaned down to
begin working on his dress shirt, kissing each layer of exposed skin on his perfectly sculpted
chest. He wagorgeous. Perfect. Her Clark. Her Superman. She raked her fingernails against his
chest and he groaned, AOh, Godeéeo

She leaned back to look at him, catching his gaze as she unbuttoned her blouse. This was it. No
going back now. They were finally goingédo She shivered involuntaril
feeling of his hands on her. She kept his gaze as she finished unbuttoning her blouse, shedding it
of f her shoulders and allowing it to pool aro
beaut i &murngued ddainst her lips as he began a trail of feather light kisses against her
throat, working his way down. He felt so good
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She felt him tense up and pull away from her
mur mured breathtessPy, AnWhat abo

She recognized the expression on his face and realized where he was going with his train of

t hought . Protection. Shedd gone on the pil!l
sure what to expect but knew whenever they did fimabgke love she wanted to be prepared.

She smiled, cupping his cheek asoshe | eaned d

He relaxed against her, and she reveled in the feeling of being in his arms once more. His hands
moved up her back and she felt her fathoff her shoulders. She looked down at him, unsure of

what to expect. Had she lived up to his fantasies? His hands moved up her chest as he leaned
forward, capturing her | ips with his own. She

His otherhand roamed up her inner thigh and she stilled. This was usually the part where it
stopped feeling good. She recalled how it had hurt with Claude.

0 St oghe chastisad herself.

Clark was different. She trusted him. She caught his gaze, bitingvierlip and was surprised
to find a frown on his face. He moved his han

Great . Now shedd killed the mood. She | ower ed

She leaned against him, trying to recapture the momeimebsiid her away from him slightly,
AWhat 6s wrong??o

A N ot hshewmdgnced, hearing her own voice crack. He gave her a knowing look and she

sighed. fAJust shasadshakilyl e . . . nervous, 0

He sighed, pulling away f Hemsheonk nhLei bgade d
dondédt want to él dondét wanto to take that step
Al 6m sheneeassured, Al &m just nervouséafter | a
Al would nehesadsoftlpyrt you, O

I know t hat erbandsanoand his. Shp lpameatl inho kiss him, sliding back onto his
ap, 0 lstemeassured &m. o

- N

i O k ahg sail, tightening his arms around her as he leaned in to kiss her once more.
Al | o vsee myrmwed against his lips, linking her amnsund his neck, deepening the
kiss.

183 | Page



Folc4evernaday

I n the back of her mind, she heard her phone
kidding meéodo He muttered.

ALet the answering machine get itéo Lois whis
seduwetively.

A Mmm h mmslipped his tongue inside the warm confines of her mouth, teasing her with his
taste.

The sound of her motherdés voice filled the ro
in defeat, ALois? |1t? sWhyyudombptt hyeod JdMhlelr emearar
need you to go down to the police station and bail Lucy out. Apparently, your sister was in a

fight and got herself arrested. |1 O0m out of to

Al &m going to ki ldagam&hischest. Loi s whi mper e
Clark sighed, reaching for her Dblouse and han

She gave him a heated gaze, fAMaybe | should t
the waistband of his slacks as she spoke.

Heshookhi s head and smil ed, fiYou are not serious
overnight?o0

AShebébs not going anywhereéo She | eaned agains
seductively. Alt would serve her right for in
He shook his headyps hi ng her off of him, AWe candét do t
probably scared out of her mindéod He whispere

Nodding, she began readjusting her clothes, slipping her bra back on and buttoning her blouse.
Shest ared down at hi m, his eyes filled with re;¢

ACome on, 0 He helped her to her feet aed she
sighed.

AYou gonna be okay?0 She asked.

He nodded, fmnhuedt Hei e nmes haead redressing, read]j]

Lois grabbed her purse and headed out the doo
She caught the faraway | ook on his face and s
i 0 n e he sighed, hamgmg hMde t r o

He looked at her with regre, AREscaped pris rop
nted up and she nodded

head. @Al gottaéeo He poi
to figure out how Lucy had ended up in jail.
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*k%k

Nigel looked down at the gagged Toni Tanthat had been tied to a chair and smiled to himself,
Al do hope you wono6t take this personally. Mr
needle and approached her.

Toni 6s eyes widened when she saw ddhamkhseedl e,
head, Al 6&6m afraid yow know too much, Ms. Tayl
*k%k

Alt was a setup, o0 Lucy argued. AThere | am, m
woman starts swinging at meél was defending m

ALucy you destr oy e ttiedhoaatgie asoshe walked with laer séster baclo i s
inside her apartment.

Al was defending myself, 0 Lucy repeated. AYou
Lois bit her |l ower | ip, trying to calm the an
deliberatéy sabotaged her evening with Clark. It just happened. She sighed, locking the

deadbolts as she spoke, Al know, Luce, but yo
shoot your mouth off and get yourself in over
Lucy arched an eyebrowhte r , Al snét this a case of the pot
Al know, 0 Lois nodded, Al do bt too, but | do
Al 6m tired, 06 Lucy sighed, fiCan we talk about
AFine, 0 Lois nodded. SDleadrmotm.onmektt cswanred stl keee p

omorrow. 0O

—+

AGood night, 06 Lucy called over her shoul der.
ANi ght , 0 Lois muttered, shaking her head as s
t he wal | . El even o0o6cl oc k. tIThen dnathkrtwodhdusstogdt o ur h
home because of the roadblocks that had been

She sighed, @ Soo Sruec hmutotre rteodhigrhder her breat h,
caught a glimpse of Clark talkingith the warden on the screen and watched in rapt attention.
There was a manhunt for her all over New Troy. How had she managed to escape?

*k%k
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Painful. That was what tonight was. Utterly painful.

=]

Superman! 06 The warden wawé&e hitdWeveereit fHBGlkaadl
oon as we noticed she was missing but no one

(7]

AShe?0 He asked, trying to identify who he wa

The war den nbeddpeod,ntfieYdeaho, &« he cel |l , AToni Tayl

*k%k

It was | ate. Too | ate to head back to Loisbo.
Toni Tayl or and finding nothing hedéd given wup
take care of the very painful tightness he still felt from almuating love with Lois earlier.

They had been so cl oseé

<<fiLois, you dondét know how many times | 6ve t
<<fiYou know if you think about i1it, the only t
themselvesiswhenghy 6 r e passionate...the polite veneer

theyodore fightingéo

Aéeor make>*%Fove

He | anded in the Arctic Ocean, reveling in th
been able to think tabloawits & reopm rtthree nti mea sh egedt tli
resuming their activities well into the night.

<<AYou know thisoisnbét really dancing

Altds not ?20>>

<<fiThen wedre agreed. Weodoll take this slow an

It seemed the days of them takingiths slow were behind them. The idea of finally making love

to Lois was enough to make him sweat. He had
Perrydos office interrupting his interview and
mo me nt ok htditd the darne way she did his a#gp.

<<Al 6m not Claude and I &d&m not Paul . Il woul d n
chance. 0>>

<<ATwo days of not being able to do anything
pheromones.. | guess | just kinda |l ost my will power é

AReal |l y?0o
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ATwoédays. 0

ASo, 1is that the I imit to Supermanédés will powe
Al'tédependséo

AOn éwhat éexactly?o

AHow | ong youb6re torturing...himéforeéo >>
<<fiLoi séo

AYou ar eésao.> I | ove you

The memory of her body mol ded against hi méHer
perfectlyéThis was not helping. The point of
<< fiSo, youbre waiting forébo

AJust the rigsht person, You

ot
—
o
n
<
o
c
o
o
5
~—+
5
™
™
&
v
v
—
(@}
3

not going anyw

N
N
—

< oi s, we donot have toél can waitél donot
youdre ready

Al 6m fine. | 6m just nervouséafter |l ast timeéo
Al would never hurt you

Al ktnhoawt . . .0 . 1 & m fine

AOk.ay

Al | oov>e>you

*k*x

Lois turned the television off and sighed, staring at the empty living room. It was late. She knew
she should just go to bed and get some sleep, but sleep was the last thing on her mind. If tonight
had gne how she had planned she would be in her bedroom with Clark right now not sulking on
the couch missing him.
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She briefly wondered what he would do if she showed up at his door in a trench coat and

lingerie. Just as quickly as the thought cametohersikd i s mi ssed her. Shedd n
to try to seduce him |Iike thatéA memory poppe
time shedd been bol d.

<<ALois, i1tds very | ateéo

ANot too | ate | hope...for us...for happiness
AOh, no!sdeons,deph&ta! O

AOh, CIl ar k, |l |l ove you! I want to spend the r
ALois, please go home. .. O

AYoubre here...this is my home...O0

ALois, you donét know how many times | 6ve tho
something liketlsi. . . but i1 toés not real. What youobre fee
but there was something in the perfume that made everyone drunk on...love...Lois, | cannot take
advantage of you Iike this...o0o>>

<<fiLois, | candét thkxewanht amgmbdm. yobbeir you. oral

It was easy to dismiss everything as dioduced from the pheromones, but now she knew they
were anything but. It was how she felt. She loved him. She stared at the clock on the wall once
more and she sighed. It was late. Sheusd go to bed.

<<fiLois, you dondét know how many times | 6ve t
<<fil wanted to toel>k to you about. .. us

<<AYou Kkisérd me back

<<Al want you tookhave dinner with me
<<AWeobll alwaxy>s be friends

< < fio know if you think about it, the only time people are really honestly expressing
t hemselves i s when theyodére passionate...the p
theydore fightingébo

néor ma&ke2>| ove

~

<<fiYou know thisoisndét really dancing
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At ds not ?20>>

<<AThi séis probably the hardest thing | 06ve ev
youo > >
<< Al 6m sorry. This is just really hardél nee

this goes any further | have to tell you thisold 6t want to screw this up

AYoudre not scoerwing anything up

<<fiThen wedre agreed. Weoll take this slow an
<<Al 6m not Claude and 1 6m not Paul . I woul d n
chance. 0>>

< <A T wo ofda heisg able to do anything when you were under the influence of those

pheromones. . . | guess | just kinda |l ost my wil
AReal |l y?o0

ATwoédays. .. O

ASo, is that the Iimit to Supermanods will powe
Altédependséo

AOn éwhaltg’aact

=1}
I
o
s

|l ong youdre torturing...himéforéo>>

<<ALoOi sSéo

AYou areésow.>>1 | ove you
<<Al mean, youdre €e€YOU, but | just dondt want
ALoi s, | &m not é1 d&m not that experienced eithe

AYoudre not ?0

ANo, actually noteéeat all éo>>
<<ALOdNe ,nolt from hereél 6m di fferentéso | mad e
unt i | [ could find someone | could share ever
<<fiSo, youdre waiting foréo

189 | Page

@



Folc4evernaday

AJust the right person,...Youo>>

<<Al have no regr et omanLlave enjoying edbeautiuedayeat theilakeh t h e
| dondt care about what could have been or wh
right now. 0>>

<<ASo, do you think about the future?o

AAll the time®. ... More so | ately

AMe tod.at.eAyl @ot>>

<<Al dondét know what 16d doo i f anything ever
AOoh, Clark>> |l ove you
<<fiStay with me tonight o

ALois, You don't needo>Pt. .. |1 06m not going anyw

<<fiYou O0st ayed

Al told ®»™® | would

<<fiLoi s, we Idoman waivteélt odondt want to él don¢
youbred ready

Al éd&m fine. 1 &m just nervouséafter | ast timeéod
Al would never hurt you

Al know thoat> .. .1 6dm fine

She recalled a certain item dohersellasanddekbeghn a way
to form in her mindéShe had no intention of g
—

|l nspector Henderson smiled as he read the war

|l ooked to his team o farkind dutiomersras evdryore thegdnéoegget a s S |
suited up. There was no telling what Lex Luthor would try. He wanted to be prepared.

*k*
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Clark landed on the balcony outside his apartment and stepped inside, changing into a pair of
jeans and buttedown shirtas he made his way toward the bedroom. He scanned the apartment,

reassuring himself there were no cameras. Eve
apartment hedd been extra cautious. He sighed
night. thad been hours since hedod |l eft the prison.

anywhere. She had to be hiding somewhere-liéad. He would have to work with Lois on
trying to find out where tomorrow.

0 L o i He 6ighed, shakinghisheadDo n & th eg @ . N betreminded hingséift , 6

He started to unbutton his shirt and get ready for bed when he heard a faint knock at his door.
Checking the time, he glanced at the clock, wondering who could be there at this hour. He

headed toward the door aogened it, surprised to see Lois standing on the other side in a long
trench coat. He smiled to himself, recalling
this. ALois? It's | ateéo He began gesthéeuring f
apartment as he closed the door.

ANot too | ate | hopeéd She said, stepping tow
shrugging it off her shoulders. His eyes wide
usO She wrappedaa olumidgtht sbihee kvainld pull ed him

She looked gorgeous. The gold bodice of her dance of the seven veils outfit wrapped around her
curves perfectly. The veils connected all around the outfit so that each veil revealed more and
moreofher gorgeous body. f@ALoiséo He gasped in su
against him, gliding her hand down his chest as she traced random patterns downward until she
reached the waistband of his sl acatsassh@You ar e

pulled him to her with the veils. Hedd had so
shedd kept it. All that work, swimming | aps i
Al | ove yhewhispe@t fruskiky, skipping her hand beneath thedalbtiis dress shirt,
resting her hand against his chest. Al want t
He smiled recalling the conversation theyodd h
cheek, leaning in to kiss her. He moaned againdigseand slowly broke off the kiss and

whi spered, #Alf you really want me | &dm yourséo

recapturing her lips as she wrapped her legs around his waist.

She | aughed against his |ipacefivYbudbhe seppose
Al stil |l have the | ast one seared i nto my mem
Al want youéodo She whimpered against his I|ips,

brush featherlight kisses against his face. He watlkeoh back toward the bedroom, recapturing
her lips with his own as he leaned back on the bed with her.
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Al want y ohe mbaoed agairtstehér jips @s he took his glasses from her and turned to
place them on the night stand then turned back tbeseen his bed with her arms open and
ready for him. He brushed his |ips against he

*k%k

A Il oud bang echoed through the halls as the o
This was it. This was what everyone hadbeemi t i ng f or. Hedd | eft mes:¢
Kent but got no response. He glanced at the time and shook his head. They were probably asleep

anyway.

Henderson smiled to himself as the door broke open. They had the element of surprise on their
side. Oficers raced through the penthouse, stepping into the elevator as they headed to Lex
Luthorodos study.

***

The elevator doors opened. The rich walls that once were filled with fine art and one of a kind
collections were bare. The furniture was gone. Bvdryi ng was gone. AOh, noeé
groaned as he stepped out of the elevator.

The SWAT team that was with him raced through the halls of the suite, searching for any sign of
Luthor, but he knew it was a lost cause. Lex Luthor had cleared the entird-Hoaas gone. He

had been tipped off somehow.

AThe whole floor has been cleared out. o

ANo!! ! 6 Henderson punched his fist against th

AWhat do you want to do?0

*k%k

On the outskirts of town in the Metropolis cemeteryall man in black watched as a truck
pulled up. Devane stepped out of the truck carrying a metal case with him, looking around. He
spotted the man in black suspiciously, AYou w

The man removed his hat and stepped out of the shadows, mguaatiself to Devane, and he

nodded, fAYouo could say that
A Mr . Lut hor thought you were on the runéo Dev
ALeave without the stone? | dondét think so, 0

AYou have the money?0 Devane asked.
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Lex nodded, opening the casdim ont of him, #fAFive million doll
Devaneds hands, AThe stone?0 Devane nodded, a
the stone had been tested extensively by a University laboratory. Who else knows about its
properties?o

Devane shrugged with a smile, AThere were som
Bureau 39 was thorough that way

AAnNd the research?0d Lex pressed.

ADestroyed, 0 Devane grinned.

AThen 1 01l I have to take you amuseg.our word for
AYoubre joking, right? | have bbweksgubnadtep
Devane sneered.

AYes, | do, 0 Lex stared at Devane col dl y.
AYoubre not exactly in the position to be mak
AAndi nher are you, o0 Lex pulled out a .45 aut o
his hands. Devane stared down the barrel, shakily raising his hands as Lex began to give him
orders, APut the case down and oneawitkabane vy . I F

AYou dcoruobsisei ngé o
AUh, wuh, wuh, careful, 6 Lex warned, cocking th

Devane stared at Lex for a moment before putting the case down, turning and moving away. Lex
bent down to retrieve the case and opened it only to firtdia qock painted green inside. He
|l ooked up to see Devane dart behind the truck

Four other men hop out from behind the truck, opening fire on Lex as three figures appear from
behind the building Lex was waiting by and reture.fidne by one Devane and his men are hit

and fall to the ground, but not without taking out Lex in the process. The firing stops and one of
the men that had been firing on Devane and his men stepped forward, removing his ski mask as

he knelt down nextto®v a n e | fiThe voice wasnot bad, but I
downo
Anot her figure knelt down next to him, remov.i

easy playing you, Leg

A No éhansenibed, oolling Devane over as he patted hid o wn . Al do 1t all/l t
et seee0 He smiled when he felt something

ns
| 6s
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pocket or are you just glad to see me?0 He sm
stood up, tucking itintohisson pocket, APay him his bonus, wil

Several shots could be heard in the background as Lex disappeared into the back of the
mausoleum.

*k%k

The next morning, Lois sighed happily against
slowy began to wake up. Last night had been out of this world. As they each had gotten more
and more confident, exploring one anothero6s b

make love in...against the wall, on the ceiling, in the shower...

Hetighened his arms around her, and she smil ed.
she murmured.

AWhat whatodéds supposed to feel |l i ke?0 He whisp

AYou. Us. 0 She turned to face him.
A Mo r n hemgrmured, brushing his lips againset Bhoulder.

A Mo r n shergurmured, turning to wrap her arms around him. She glanced up and noticed the
bed above them and | ooked around, AWebre on t

AMmMM himmem,Mur mured, | eaning in to kiss h&r. HAYc
He wiggled his eyebrows at her as he tightened his arms around her waist.

A Oh, d e $he braathed,llegnjng back as he rolled them to where she had her back to the
ceiling. Al think my...legs...are thmtoti ng hea
prove her point.

ANo pr déwhisperedofloating them back down to the bed. Lois sighed when she felt the
cool cotton from the sheets brush against her
AMucdheowhi spered, | eaning downmurmurekagansthidri m.
lips.

Clark glanced at the clock on the nightstand,
going to say hours before a loud, sharp, insistent knock interrupted him.

Lois tugged the sheet to?dthe bed over herself

Ail. ..o He grimaced when he saw who was on the
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AMaybe heds got the warrant ready for Lex, 0 L

He shook his head, climbing out of bed and reaching for his shirt from the night before he
handel i t t o He quickly spuniiato shqrte andglhirt then waited for Lois to finish

buttoning his shirt. How was it that she looked even more sexy in his clothes than she had a few
moments ago, next to him in bed completely naked? She grabbedé gaton shorts from the
dresser to put on in the meantime, and once she nodded she was ready, he went to the door to
answer it.

Altés about time! 0 Henderson boomed, stepping
hour s I went abgdg baneésspkeacbdasndt seen her
Hed6éd disconnected the phone I ine when Lois ha
didnét want to take any chances of being inte
feelsorryHe f ought the smile he knew was threateni

my r i n deshruggddf , o

AWhy did you turn your ringer off?06 Hender son
knew we were waiting on that warrant to come threugh He st opped when he s
coming into tOhhd ol iHei n o orkceadm,b et ween the two of

reali zation dawned on hi m, hefimuttergduuadersis bréath.t ans w
Lois brushed a strand of hair behih ear , i gnoring the | ook of e
face, ADid the warrant come through?o

AUh, vyeah, 6 he said, |l ooking at the floor, st
thoughéo

AWhat kind of problem?0 Clark asked.

AwWell | hétermessages for both of you....0 He
got a team together to arrest Luthor | ast nig
AYou went to arrest him without us???0 Lois a
Al ncluding you in éssyhobus wowueditdmwadas answer .
AAnyway, it didndédt do any goodeéeo

AWhy not ?0 Clark asked.

AHeb6s gone, 0 Henderson said grimly.

AWhat do you mean heds gone?0 Lois asked.

AHe di sappearedeéeal ong with al BEot Hentdaepesnweah
gl uml y. ASomeone most have tipped him off
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*k%k

Mrs. Cox handed Lex a file, wrapping her arms around herself as she looked at the dreary
surroundings. fAJust aoOtemporary situation, Mr

AThe explosives haveabédeshapkihyediYoMr sustCosxga:
boom 0

Lex noddedHenGoged with the.of iHlee sien hihe Hhanhe,
pulled out his laptop and began pulling up the surveillance footage.

AMore surveillance?0 Mrs. Cox asked.
AYes, 0 Lex waved her off, waiting for Mrs. Co
and smil ed, nWel | , wel | , what do we have here

*k*

Lois threw her things down in frustration as she locked the apartment. Two robreksarch

down the toilet. Lex Luthor was missing. The witnesses are gone. The evidence is gone. He
could reappear at any time, and there still w
hold him. She rubbed her temples, trying to will hemgng temper to subside. Getting angry
wasnodét going to solve anything.

She glanced over at Clark who |l ooked just as
He shook his head in disgust, ATry amdr sal vag
something to nail Luthor to the wall ?0 He rak
get how heéHow is he always one step ahead of
AHender son said he thought he was tipped of f,
coudraeve gone wrong out | oud, fAMaybe thereds a
of ficeeo She buried her face in her hands, nl
to Perry. |l 6m gonna get dressed. I 611 just ©be
He nodded, headifgor t he ki tchen,o0 Al 61| make some coff
ATharmkes ,gave him a weak smil e, Al dm sorry. I r

Al dilk trep,ldo ed sadly, Al guess thatodés why the
She gave him a weak smile before hegdimio her bedroom to get dressed. She hopped in the

shower and threw on a pantsuit then headed out into the living room where she found Clark

sitting on the couch with a cup of coffee and Lucy nursing what appeared to be turning into a
black-eye with a fozen bag of peas.
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ALucy! 0 She gasped seeing how bad the bruisin
her, trying to get a better look at the bruising.

Al know, 06 Lucy sighed, shaking her lgatttda. Al t
|l ot harder than | thought. 0

Al 61 | say, 0 Clark said, AKeep icing it. That
already there. o

Al guess | must have pissed somebody off pret

<<Alt was a s emndmgpmyownhesiness whenahrs mammoth of a woman starts
swinging at meél was defending myselféo>>

Lois shot her head around looking at Lucy then at Clark. The only person, her sister, had pissed
off recently had been Lex. Could he have beenresporisible | ast ni ght 6s att ac
gaze, seeming to sense the silent question in her eyes and offered her a grim nod in agreement.

Al wish | could tell you it | oo&ksLuwoy stee & sheach.
and Clark offered é&r a weak smile, unsure of how to respond. Lucy glanced at the clock,
AShoul dn6ét you be on your way to work by now?

Lois |l ooked at Lucy apprehensively, fAAre you
or anything?o

Lucy shook heetrs htecaod ,b afidl fl 6iltl ggi ve mom a cal |l .
station assured me there was no concussion, s
AMaybe | oughta stay with you?0 Lois offered.

Al thought today was the daw lwtuhoredse dramesing
fine. You got work. | got cable and your stash of Double Fudge Crunch bars with a healthy stack
of takeout places if | need them. I 61 1 be fin

ABut é0 Loi s b eéuneeraintbout l@avigguiher |ittle sistar. |
Clark interrupted, handing her her travel mu g

lot of ground to cover. Besides we need to at least try to make a good impression with the new
owner . o

ANew o wuceasked

Aloll tell you about it | ater, o0 Lois promised
your mind absewaggedher findjer at tuoyras @ark drug her out of the

apartment.
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i By e lhaicalled over his shoulder, cing the door behind them.

*k%k

Jimmy raced down the steps to the newsroom and headed to where Perry was standing with
Bruce Wayne and a couple of the board members
night ?0

Perry nodded, f L ealesdapes hefore the MetropodisePtD. couldiamest him?
Yeah,lheard Hi s jaw tightened as he spoke, fAMakes
have done if he6éd godten ownership of the Pl a

AMakes me wonder what hi,so iBirtwemd isoaisd weirteh tah ac
shook his head in disgust, AMr. White, | 6ve |
Wayne Enterprises they were turning down the banks magically found the credit and advertisers

are looking for ad space agai®fuce gave Perry a wink, "After what happened yesterday |

think it was all a setup orchestrated by Lex Luthor so he could swoop in and act like he was
60savingb6othe Planet

ABut the question is 6whyo6?0 Jimmy interrupte

Perry shook his head, Al donét know, but thank

on the shoulder, AMr. Wayne | canot tell you
AAny day | can put Lex Luthor i n glanciegaphisace i s
watch, @Al éve got a plane to catch. I 61 1 be in

expansion updates | talked about

AYeah, 1 6m still not so sure thatodéds a goodéo
the elevator.

AWOl Il tal kheomgrMaomdeay ,bcack pressing the calll b
he fr owned, hepréshed thédbsittoroadjan, o

AWhat is it?0 Perry asked.

AThe el evatordéds power i s out, 0 nintenarce. mutt er ed
Perry scanned the newsroom and noticed Lois a
AThey better not be doing what | think theyor
AWhat was that?0 Bruce asked.

AOh, nothing, Il ... 0 Perry wscoud pefatthrowmghtaenflooa | oud
Bruce | aid his hand against the elevator and
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shafteéo

Another rumble and the sound of an explosion from below could be felt as alarms began to blare,
fiGet everyone outaw!''o Perry vyell ed as the doors to the
floor as the ground began to tremble. The sound of glass shattering above them echoed around
them, and Perry thought he could make out the silhouette of Superman carrying soatebne
superspeed.

*k%k

AWe are so | ate, o0 Lois breathed as they stepp
Altéds Friday, o Clark reasoned, wrapping his a
el evator. fAMaybhe no one wil/ noti ce

AYeah shesghéeéd o pressing the call button the el
and escapes arrest for all/l his crimes in Metr
stepped into the elevator car. fl fumeeasrshe how c

jabbed the button to the newsroom repeatedly.

Clark placed a hand over hers, thaty.i.nigs nt.éot chaellnp

Al should have called in. Did you seeinglger f ac
AShe sai d,beh e ewaasss ufriende her as he whispered in
can call you if she needs something. o

AHow could he do something |like that to her?59o
AShedbs not Oo&| erd aeymoded her. ALuthor doesnbd
him. We still dondét know for sure i1if 1t was h
AYeah, right, o Lois folded her arms over her
sheds been in Metropolis?o

Hesighed, wappi ng an arm around her, fAThen weol |l pr
away from the call button she kept jabbing in

out what happened. 0

There was a sharp jolt, and the elevator halted asghetis f | i cker ed. AWhat we
asked, looking around.

Al dondt know, 0o Clark said |l ooking around the

AMaybe the -eilrevaittoed swWloen someone kept jJ ammi ng

Lois smacked himlpay f ul 'y on the chest, ACome on, get
199 | Page

@



Folc4evernaday

noOh, no.. .0 Clark breathed.

AWhat is it?0 Lois asked. Before he could res
cameras before he spun into the Superman suit and grabbed her bystte fisathem through
the emergency exit of the elevator car and into the elevator shaft that had filled with flames.

AHol d on... 06 He whispered, holding her <cl ose
through the glass.

*k%k

Nigel stepped ird the underground bunker that was located beneath the mausoleum, turning the
corner where Lex had set up his office to until it was safe to move above ground. The wall was
covered with screens showing monitoring of different locations across Metropais. Th
surveillance on the corner where the Daily Planet stood showed the building in flames, and Lex
smiled, "Now who's laughing

"Well, sir, | see you've made yourself at home," Nigel said, making his presence known.

Lex turned to face him with a smile ust doing some house cleaninigg' muttered turning to
look at the screen with the Daily Planet in flames again.

"So | see," Nigel said calmly, "Sir, don't you think blowing up the Planet will only make the
Metropolis P.D. focus on you ....more?"

"They @n't prove a thing," Lex snarled angrily.
"Even so," Nigel added, "You're supposed to be laying low."

"No," Lex shook his head in anger, "l won't give him the satisfaction. | may not be in my
penthouse anymore, but | refuse to give Superman the satisfatseeing me roll over. | can
run my empire from here just as easily, but without the pretense of having to pretend to be
something I dm not . "

"And that is?" Nigel asked.

"A humanitariarl' he winced. "All those useless charities and functions andmuetg to care
about this city...this city that has turned it's back on Lex Luthor!" He shook his head in disgust,
"The gloves are off, Nigél

*k*

Outside of the Planet, Lois Lane watched as firefighters, ambulatory workers, and Superman
fought the flanes that had engulfed the building. After making sure she was a safe distance from
the building Clark had flown back into the building to rescue their injuraedar&ers from the
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explosion that had been set off when they had been in the elevator. Shgete o her

forehead in place, keeping the pressure on the cut she'd gotten when the glass had shattered
around them. One by one, friends andnarkers appeared outside the building, all in a state of
shock as they stared up at what had become of dagegt newspaper in the world.

"Oh, God..." Lois breathed as she watched Clark in his Superman suit covered in soot and grease
carrying Jimmy who was cradling his arm in pain.

He set him down on one of the many awaiting stretchers and turned to Hihétekay, "he
reassured, "Stay with him?"

"Of course,"she reached over to hold Jimmy's hand, reassuring him he wasn't alone. Clark then
turned back to the firefighters that were struggling to get the hose line into the building. "It'll be
okay Jimmy"

Jimmy gave her a weak smile, "You all right?"

"Just a minor cut,%he said gently, trying to reassure him.

Jimmy grimaced looking down at his arm, "I think it might be broken. | got caught under one of
the columns that blew...If Superman hadn't..."\étked up at the sky to see Superman flying

the hose into the building and the firemen turning the water on full blast to douse the flames,
"How many times has he just stepped in and saved our lives?"

Lois gave Jimmy a weak smile, "Yeah, he's really sbmgt'

"Lois, are you okay, honey?" Perry shouted as he pushed through the crowd that had gathered
outside the Planet.

"I'm ...fine," she gave Perry a nervous smile, looking around at the damage.

"Where's Clark?" He asked in concern.

Lois pointed to tk crowd, "He went to get help after Superman got us out of the elevator," Lois
hoped Perry couldn't tell she was lying. It wasn't a total lie. He was getting help. Clark was the
help.

Perry scanned the crowd, "Have any of you seen Mr. Wayne?"

Lois was &out to tell him 'no’ when she spotted Clark carrying an injured Bruce Wayne out of
the half destroyed Planet. "Oh, God!"

"He was pulling everyone out of the basement before it collapsed,” Clark explained, motioning
for the ambulatory workers to help Beu@vayne.

"Thanks, Superman,” one of the workers reassured, "We've got it from here." Bruce was still
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unconscious as the workers began to work on him.

"There's still more people inside,” Clark said with a pained expression before turning to fly back
inside the Planet.

Lois stared up at the wreckage numbly. Everything seemed to be going in slow motion as one by
one workers from the printing room were brought out by Superman and other first responders
that worked tirelessly to pull everyone out.

After whatseemed like an eternity Superman nodded to the firefighters that the fire was out and
the first responders on the scene nodded their agreement. "We're clear. Everyone's out. Thanks,
Supermarn

She watched as Clark disappeared in a red and blue blupeegam in the crowd behind her.

The pained expression on his face spoke volumes. She pushed past the crowd to reach him,
wrapping him in her arms as he held her tight. He let out a shuddered breath, holding her close,
unwilling to voice the pain she kndwe felt. She lifted her head from his chest, holding back the
tears she knew were threatening to escape the corners of her eyes.

His hand moved to cup her cheek, and she gave him a shaky smile. He leaned in to kiss her, and
she sighed against him, findjrcomfort in his arms as she fought against the feeling of
helplessness that had taken over her for the last few hours. Everything in her life had revolved
around the Daily Planet for the last four years, her friends, heodeers...her family. Now, it

was gone.

"CK!" Jimmy called out, and they slowly separated, turning to their friend who was approaching
with Perry in tow. "Man, I've been looking all over for ybu

Clark looked at Jimmy's arm that was in a sling, "I've been trying to help whereHmats. the
arm?"

"They think it's a fracture,” Jimmy said, "I've got to head over to the hospital and get.a brace
"I'm sorry, Jimmy," Clark apologized.

"Why are you apologizing?" Jimmy asked, looking around the wreckage that was left of the
Daily Plang, "You didn't do this'

Perry placed a hesitant hand on Jimmy's shoulder, "Go on and get yourself taken care of. Give us
a call when you're done, and someone will pick you up," Jimmy nodded, turning to head back to
the ambulatory workers that were takalginjured parties to the hospital.

Clark stared up at the wreckage, watching as officers began sectioning the building off from the
public, "Everyone, move back!" one of the officers called out through the bull horn.

They complied, moving toward tloafe across from the Planet. A crane pulled up to the
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building, and they watched in anguish as the Daily Planet globe was slowly lowered to an
awaiting towtruck. "This can't be happening,” Lois cried numbly. "Please tell me this is a
nightmare," Clark gav her a sympathetic look before hugging her tightly as they continued to
watch.

Perry looked up at the wreckage in disgust, "Two hundred and nineteen years and in a blink of an
eye it's all goné

"We'll rebuild," Clark said. "The Daily Planet is morexthjust a building..."

Perry nodded, "I know, but this..." He gestured to the remains of the Daily Planet, "was the first
... and the oldest location of the Daily Planet. We have locations all over the world, but THIS is
where it all started.” He ran agged hand through his thinning hair, "A historic day, boys and
girls. Tomorrow, for the first time in two hundred nineteen years, there will be no edition of the
Daily Planet."

"Thankfully there were no fatalities," Lois murmured, glancing back at CMr&.can be
grateful for that'

"Grateful?" Perry scoffed, "Lois, I'm feeling a lot of things right now, but grateful is not one of
them." He glanced over at the train of ambulances that were getting ready to leave and sighed, "I
think I'm going to head @r to Metropolis General and check on Jimmy and Mr. Wayne...I'll, uh,
see you two later

"He did this, didn't he?" Lois asked quietly as Perry walked away.

Clark's voice was strained as he spoke, "Yeah, | thirtkk so

"All those people..." Lois breathesthakily.

"l know," he croaked, tightening his arms around her.

"Let's get out of here," Lois murmured, turning in his arms, tugging him with her as they headed
to the parking garage a few blocks away from where she'd parked that morning. At theetime sh

been irritated about being late and irritated about having to park so far away, but now she was
grateful. The injuries everyone had suffered...

***

Toni Tayl or winced as her surroundings began
was in sme dark and dreary bunker. She sat up, grimacing as a dull ache began to resonate
through her head.

Al see youbre regaining your wits,o A famili a
doorway.
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ANi gel , 0 She breathed, recognizing him i mmedi

"l do hope you'll forgive the accommodations. Circumstances have changed over the past
twenty-four hours,"he said, polishing an object inside a cloth, "but I'm sure you're already aware
of that."

He knew. He knew, and he was going to kill her.

She looled around the room trying to find something she could use as a weapon if need be but
found nothing. "l wasn't going to..."

"Weren't going to what?" Nigel asked, taking a step inside the cell.

"l was never going to....| wouldn't betray Lex like that,” Tetammered, hoping against hope he
would believe her.

She saw the reflection of light glint against the barrel of the .45 automatic he was polishing and
took a shallow breath. His eyes narrowed, and he waved the automatic in the air, "Ms. Taylor,
why shauld | believe a word out of your mouth? You've already proven you can't be trusted by
talking to those reportefs

"They came to me!" He raised the barrel to her, pressing the hard metal against her temple and
she cried. This was how it was going to eédlde squinted her eyes shut, anticipating the
inevitable.

"Nigel, enough!" a voice from behind them shouted. Toni slowly opened her eyes and breathed a
sigh of relief when Nigel removed the cold metal barrel from her temple. She held her breath as
she sawLex step into the room. "This is not what | had her brought here for

"She knows too much, and she was willing to talk," Nigel argued.

"A mistake I'm sure she regrets," Lex said, narrowing his eyes at Toni as he spoke. "Put it away,"
he ordered, pushinipe barrel of the automatic toward Nigel. There seemed to be some sort of
unspoken battle of wits going on between them as they both stared one another down. Nigel gave
Lex a glare that was met by Lex's own piercing stare. The darkness in Lex's egdsad slkver

seen it before....how dark.

"Very well," Nigel said, clicking the safety on and tucking the weapon safely in its holster.
"Excellent!" Lex cheered, his face softened and the debonair face that had always been there
returned. "Ms. Taylor, pkese forgive Nigel. He hasn't been house trained $ée didn't know
what to say or how to speak. She saw the dark glare return to Lex's face as he gave Nigel a
warning look before approaching her.

"Wha..." She began to say, but Lex cut her off.
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"What ae you doing here?" Lex asked. She nodded, and he began to explain. "I couldn't have
you testifying against me. That' wouldn't be good for either of us.”" He gave a menacing look to
Toni, and she swallowed hard, "Now, | like to think of myself as a reaopatson. | think that
you're an intelligent woman. Anyone that would be willing to go to such lengths to steal an
organization from your own brother....that takes spunk. | like spunk."”

"As you can see, thatinvestigationyou were involved irfnas forced me to relocate...embrace
my roots so to speaktie gestured to the darkened room around them. "It's only temporary. I'll
be back on top in no time, but | will be more careful."

"Careful?" She squeaked.

"I let my guard down. Now, I'm paying tipeice" Lex smiled. "I won't make that mistake again.
Now you're either with me or against me. The choice is yours, Ms. Taylor

Toni caught the look between Lex and Nigel and realized the choice she was being given wasn't
that simple. If she was 'withex, then she would live but if not...The glint of the automatic from

behind Nigel's jacket caught her attention. She knew it was the only way to get out of this alive.
"With. Of course, I'm with you, Lexshe gave him a forced smile, hoping he would tuy

*k%k

Perry made his way through the crowded emergency room that was filled with family and friends
looking for answers about the status of their loved ones. The nurse at the front desk looked
weary. He had taken a shaky breath before he spokeodkmg for James Olsen."

"Family?" She asked, not looking up from her computer as she typed at her keyboard.
"Friend," he corrected.

"l can't give you a status,” she began to say, but he cut her off.

"I know he hurt his arm. | just wanted to sit witlmhwhile they patch him up," Perry explained.
She gave him a onggver, and he wasn't sure if she was going to be forthcoming with any
information. "All noremergent cases are in triage. Go through the doors and hang a left then a
right,” she explained,rpssing a button to open the double doors for him.

"Thank you," he called over his shoulders as he followed her directions to triage.

*k%k

Ellen held up a piece of gauze that was soaked in iodine, "This is gonna sting."”
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Lois nodded, preparing herselfrfine pain as Ellen worked on cleaning up the cut on her

forehead. After they'd left the disaster scene that once had been the Daily Planet Lois insisted on
seeing Lucy to reassure herself she was okay.
her,Lois always had something to say about everything, whether you wanted to hear it or not.

Now, she was quiet. She hadndét even argued wh
their mother immediately so she could be checked out since Lois was retusewyd doctor. He
sti |l | couldndét understand why she wouldndét at

workers on the scene.

Clark sat at the table watching in silence as
okay?0 He asvkled apprehe

When hedd been flying them out of the elevato
out of there he hadndét double checked to make
Because of that, she had been hurt. One of the cuts doréleead was an inch away from her

eye.

Yy n
a n

AShedl | be fine, Clark, o EIllen reassured, pat
to throw away.

Cl ark gl anced at Lois, still not convinced. S
weaklyfiJust a bitébo

AShocked?0 EIll en suggested, taking a seat nex
cuts as she began carefully plucking glass from her hair, careful not to cut her as she did so.

AYou could say thatmot hei s sfai e Bamnedezi Nigaml:
AHow in the world you girls are stil!/ al i ve i
pull shards of glass out of her hair.

Al guess you could calll it Lane Luck, 06 Lucy t

El'l en wasndét | aulphSomanylives codld hawe beerhl@sttoday altdad been

a miracle no one had died. A miracle that heo
plummeted into the air and shattered on Main Street where thankfully no one had been crossing

the greet.

ElI'l en turned sternly to Lucy, dALucy, you are
what ever pops in your mouth and not expect <co
Al told you | was just minding my own busines

ALook at yolutr Ifoaocckes, ILiukcey .one of those Baboons.

fBaboons?0 Lois echoed in disbelief.
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Al Il ook |Ii ke a baboon?06 Lucy asked, aghast.

Ellen shook her head, not paying attention to the girls at the moment as she tried to think of the
name, fAWhat wasbbobe watmh bhet hetd bace? You kn
about?0 She snapped her fingers as she tried

1

Hamadryas?0 He guessed, not sure i f It was w
he expression on Lucy Laneds face.

—+

AYes! ooEht ed @t him, AThatds it. Hamadryas Ba!
AfGee, thanks, mom, 0 Lucy said sarcastically.
AiBet ween you and your sisteréo EIll en fumed.
AYes, we get it,o0o Lucy sighed. AWe get into t
We di dnobhe groi gntt oprtof ession. . . 0

AOw! 0 Lois winced as the tweezers grabbed at
her scalp.

ASorry, o6 Ell en winced; realizing shedd yanked
of what t o dsod. hHaendédd bhuot! dw alsoni6 t sure if t hat W 0
was doing.

Al &dm fine,d Lois reassured her, giving EIIl en
can argue. 0
AWe were not arguing, o0 Ell eof copreicoedd nAJust

AUhuh, 0 Lois grinned back at them.

AWell, youdbre lucky you made it out of there
was saying there were a | ot of people trapped
was flyingbywle n he was, huh?0o
Clark caught Loisd gaze as he nodded, fAYeah,
many people got hurt.o
Awell, 1 06m sure he did his best, o EIll en reaso

A

Lois smiled at him, AHe candét be everywhere a

AOr do ngy er ytulciy added.
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n
a

Clark couldndét help but smile. 't was becomi

attitude came from. fAYeah, 6 he glanced back

Lucy nodded, fAHe call ed me tbfindoutwhdi lrappanedta | anc e
him from the news apparently. o

AfNews?0 Lois asked.

AYes, apparently he was interviewed and might

said with a smile.

AnUbh, o Clark teased, AfDoesvitdw?&hi ef know abo

***

Perry spotted Jimmy sitting up on a cot with his arm in a sling and next to him was Bruce Wayne

with a bandage wrapped around his waist with his torn shirt still hanging off of him. "Jimmy,
Mr. Wayne," Perry greeted them.

"Mr. White, I'm pleased to see you made it out all right,” Bruce smiled at Perry.

Perry nodded, "Yeah, I'm glad we all made it out. Superman said you were helping our guys in
the printing press out of the basement. How did you get down there?"

"The stairs," Bruce shruggetiWWhen everyone began running for the exits | saw one of the
columns was blocking the stairs so | did what | could to help get the guys out. It was nothing."

Perry gave him a look then sighed, "Well, it wasn't nothing to any of the guys you helped out.
Thank you." He turned to Jimmy, "How's the arm, son?"

"I'm still waiting on my discharge papers," Jimmy explained, "I'll be in a sling for a few weeks,
though.”

AGood, 0o Perry sighed, running a hand through

out all right. o

AMe too, 0 Bruce said with a grim expression.
gotta do to get out of this joint. My | atest
to figure out a way to explain this to rmyestors before they start demanding my head on a

stick. o

Jimmy | aughed, Al | ike him. Hebés funny. o
Perry nodded, AHe6s a character all right.
okay, son?o
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Al 6m fine, Chief, 0 dgmohyupeabsturéeéd) |l AAi Vet bl e
Just then a group of officers entered the triage area. One of the officers in the middle pointed
toward them, ASomething we can help you with,
for a name.

Alt s DetecaidegpuffhkeymafnDetective Jenkinséas

AOkay, Detective Jenkins is there something w
the mandés attitude.

ALooking for a James Ol sen?0 He said, |l ooking
AThat 6d be me ,AdNhRitmMmy thdisd about ?0

AWhy dondédt you just come with us down to the
Jimmy began to agree, but Perry cut him off,
without telling him what this is about. o

ifhat 6s none of your concern, o0 Jenkins argued.
Al d&m making it my concern, 0 Perry countered,

Als there a problem here?0 Bruce asked from b

ANot I f Detective Jenki ns guedawntevnwith himanghisai n wh
of ficers, o0 Perry said gruffly.

Jenkins threw an annoyed | ook then sighed, AF
AJames Barthol omew Ol sen, you are wanted for
DailyPl anet . 0

AWhat! 20 Perry asked aghast.

1]

Youdre out of your mind. |l would never. ..o J

AThat 6s what weol | clear up at the station. o
need to use these or are you going to come withme wilg | y ? 0

*k%k

Clark stepped outside to check on Jimmy, hoping to give the Lane women a chance to deal with
the obvious tension that was in the air betwe
the phone right now. Judbdtackedwveyaumabheageée am@d
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Frustrated, he clicked the end button and beg
unable to get to the phone right now. Please leave a detailed message to what this is regarding. If
this is an emergency you canlaake on my direct office line at 31%143 3 9 é 0

He clicked the end button again. Where was evVv
Henderson on the status of the case against Luthor or whether they were able to track down
Miranda, Toni Taylor oMonique Kahn.

He tapped his foot against the paved walkway as he listened to phone ring for the third time in
the |l ast five minutes. fAMetropolis P.D. an un

0 F i n &dtioyght éo himself.

1]

Yes, | 6m | cobrniglender bosfe

1]

You mean Detective Henderson, o the voice on
APardon?0 He asked.

A

fltos Detective Henderson now. Heds in with t
message?0

AJust tell him toetalhb @iauvkeKént when he g

ACIl ark Kent. Got it.o The voice said nonchal a
ended. Clark sighed, unsure of what to make of the phone call.

***

AYou candt keep me in here! 0 Perimeyrogétionl | er ed a
room.

The door opened and he prepared himself for the worst. He sighed in relief when he saw

Henderson at the door. AThey can i f you keep
AThey wondét | et me see Jimmy, owPefiHgdarbaeedg
railroaded for something he didndét do and the
Al know, 0 Henderson sighed, | owering his voic
good. Go find a |l awyer and bring himaondt heel d
who. Just do it.o Perry noticed the dishevel e
say something as he walked out the door to th
it.o

*k%k
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AOkay, | t hi nk Eltemnsait, 8ettingtthie eveekeassiawn.o f i t , 0O

Lois leaned her head forward, brushing her hands through her hair as she let out a sigh of relief.
AThanks, Mom. o

APl ease try and be more careful, o0 EIlIl en urged
this rate. o

AAl'l we were doing was riding up the elevator
supposed to know the building was going to ex
ElI'l en wasndét easily deterred, AAnd all you we
nabanintevew with the colonists when the bomb was
AThat was different, o0 Lois said uneasily, hop
t hought. Altds lucky | was there though. [
was too lag . O

ALuck? I s that what they call it these days?o0
thrown out of a plane?o0

AYes, butéd Lois began to argue but EIll en cut
shedd been aygaart of in the | ast

AYou were just covering a story when you near
explosion, kidnapped, and held hostageéAre yo

Lois stared toward the front door where Clark had stepped out to nfieikecalls earlier. She

wasnoét sure i f that was an excuse to escape a
Hopefully he wouldndét be too |l ong. She |l oved
extended period of time seemed to bring out the woitstth of them; especially when she got

like this.

***

Bruce stared at Perry incredulously, #fALet me
attorney down to the Metropolis P.D. to repre
andyouca 6t gi ve me any more information than tha
Perry nodded remorsefully. He could hear the
currently set up in the airport lobby with his laptop and phone trying to make it on ttoe tise f
next flight, but as of right now he was stil]
know it | ooks bad but I 6m telling you somet hi
to hurt the Planet. Hedos fWwiahteednto work there
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Bruce sighed, running a hand through his hair
sense out of all of this.o He motioned to the
having to rush through all those changes we thiit®ut this morning to make sure the Planet
doesndét become a very distant memory. o

AWhat are you talking about?0 Perry asked.
AApparently Lex Luthor bought wup all of the |

about the O0Deadt hedoift otrhiea | PsI aanbeotuét aénl t was good
explained showing Perry the online edition of one of the articles.

1

What are we going to do?0 Perry asked.

ABuckl e up your seatbelts because weoborcan goi ng
I My guess i s heds wanting to control the me
printed edition from the Gotham Gazettebs pri
anything about rebuilding until | get the report back fitv building inspector and the fire
chief.o

Perry si gdregb,i nfgSd owe ebui | d?0
AOf course, 0 Bruce explained, wagging his fin
AGood, 0o Perry nodded. AWhat dbinwgugoeadg?®dr om

AGet the stories from whatever reporters stil
edition put together by this evening, 0 Bruce
grabbing a pen and card from his briefcaseashegod down a number . At Per
|l ook, AMy | ocal | awyer. Sheds not a trial |l aw

AThank you, 0 Perry nodded, taking the card fr

*k%k

Lucy watched the exchange between Lois and her mother dretlsigo matter how hard either

of them tried the ridicule seemed to come out one way or another. It was one of the many reasons
both of them had such a strained relationship
strained than hers; espetiay wi t h t heir dad. She didnét bl ame
for Lois moving out her senior year of high s
what had happened until years later when Lois told her.

Their parents were trying toworkthingsut . Theyédd been talking agai
and things were good. Hedd even moved back in
old habits. Working | ate, l'iving in his offic
doesndt bsduno someone that didndot have to I|iwv
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Youbre an adult. Grow up.
Theydre your parents.
Theydore not perfect.

Many of the things that shedd been told over
telling her what had happened so mgears ago.

*k%k

Ten Years Agoé

Al still dondét get why you moved out. It was
in with Peggy? It couldndot all have been from
pressed her sister.

Al't wag &a&ailme ago. Why does it matter?0 Lois a
ABecause youbre my sister. Because you didnot

and tore each other apart again.o

3t

| offered you a chance to |l eave, 0 Lois remin

ot

Mom neededexpaieedd0 Lucy

Al know. |1 &dm sorry. | justeéel couldndét be ther
how to continue.

ANot after what?0 Lucy pressed. Lois didnét s
you serious rightnow? lamnat | i ttl e ki d anymore. You donot
the boogey man. What is it?09

Al't was a |l ong time ago. Why does it matter?0
Al't matters to me, o0 Lucy said,ppermaegds?iong her a
ALet 6s just say, | didndét | ive up to another
accused me of betraying the familyéebo
ABetraying the family?0 Lucy echoed. M@nAHeds go
Al know, 0O Lois siugéred, shrugging her sho

Al mean i f anyone betrayed the family it was
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AYou knew?0 Lois asked surprised.

AOf course | knew, 0 Lucy scoffed. AYou and mo
luck of answeringtheghne f or one of his mistresses. ¢

Al 6m sorry, Luce, 0 Lois hung her head shamef u
Lucy shrugged, fANot your fault. |l tds his, 0 Sh
out ?0

AfDad and | got into it about mgidotfwantwwaegot
then there was no point in my being there. I

AFamous Lane temper does it again, huh?0 Lucy
AYeah, needless to say there were things said
bitterly.

AHow | ong has it been?0 Lucy asked.

ASince | talked to him or saw him?06 Lois aske
ABoth, o Lucy nudged her hip at Lois playfully
ASaw him at Aunt Lynndés funeral. He saw me th
chancetosayant hi ng. o

AOQuch, 0 Lucy said softly.

ATal ked to him? The night | moved out, o0 Lois

ATh night he moved out. For bot h. He wanted

ever change? | mean, kaholikbuodwyolhtkirk thére véllleveacpnse b e a
a time when his family actuall yémeans somet hi
Al dondt know, Luce, 0 Lois said sadly. Al hop
hope that one day itoll happen. | justél donbd
AWe wgrugp too fast. Thatodos what my therapist sa
someone. 0

Al candt, o Lois said, shaking her head. ATha
Claude. Theyol |l smell i nade quchance toprovd mysedfasbt o n
a reporter again.o

Lucy put an arm around her, Al &m here i f you

@
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Al know. O
*%k%
Present Dayé

AAre you sensing a pattern here? Because | am
Lois to say something.

Deci ding enough was enough, Lucy interjected,

AObviously not!o Ell en I ooked between the two
beat up at a bar éo

Al't was a Bar and Grill, o Lucy <clarified.

AAnNnd i t-upa® sd agslelted, squeezing Lucyds hand as

AWhatever, 0 Ell en sighed, AAnd you cané6t stay
your | ifeébo
Al't was arson. How were we supposed t?20 know s

Lois asked irritably.

Al dondt wunderstand you. You had this great ¢
AFor the | ast timeéodo Lucy began irritably.
A...we donét want to go into medicine, 0 Lois
Reallylampbput trying to push Lucy and me into a ca
solve anything. o

***

Clark soared over Metropolis, scanning the city. It had been eerily quiet ever since the explosion

at the Planet. It was never this quiet. There wiladtenzy of activity at the hospital treating

the victims from the Planet explosion but the
have medical training and the doctors and nurses seemed to have everything under control.

He finally foundPerry outside the Metropolis P.D. pacing in front of the steps angrily on his

phone. He | anded outside the station. Perry h
phone, ANo, | dondt want to | eaveelmewnsiss age.
tarnation is going onéHello? Hello?0 Perry pu
when he realized hedd been hung up on.
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Mr . White?0 Clark tried to draw attention to

=]

ASuper man! 0 mmerarnyg ud svhe dhilmo&, Al , wuh, didnodt
Als everything al/|l right 20 He asked.

ment he was paci

Perry |l ooked down at the pave
ully get some answe

Wayneds attorney to hopef

-

AnAnswer sxed. Cl ar k as

ASome detectives picked Jimmy up at the hospi
been able to get any answers about whatods goi
he could tell me was torgeshaokawysr fdewni het
| ate. O

AHas Ji mmy been arrested?0o0

ANo, not that | can tell. At | east thereds no
one can tell me anything...or they donét want
Cl aljlatvs ti ght ened for a moment, fALet me see wh

continue waiting outside the police station as he searched for someone that could give him some
answers.

***

Lois was growing more and more annoyed with the titetemother was on. Thankfully Lucy

had interjected to help steer the conversation elsewhere but where it had landed was just as
uncomfortable. It always came back to her career choices. Both she and her father wanted her to
go into medicine.

S h e 6 d ivengeizzes gn medical terminology starting at the age of thirteen. Dr. Sam Lane
would accept nothing less than perfection from her or Lucy when it came to their careers and
education. Bad grade? Memorize the textbook from cover to cover. Miss a peizlt tlep
guestion over and over until you got it right.

At the time it had been humiliating but over time she grew better and better. She could even say
she was grateful for being pushed so hard, bu
dreams shenvisioned. She wanted to make a difference. She wanted to tell the stories no one

else would tell and fight for the truth. Getting her parents to understand that was near impossible.

They spared no expense when they thought she and Lucy would befallgv i n Sam Lane
footsteps and becoming a doctor or surgeon. W
want to pursue medicine the look of betrayal had been enough to cut her to the core. Another

way she didnbét measure up.
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No matter how successfuies became or how many awards or accolades she collected she would
never be enough in her parentsodo eyes. It was
had accepted it. Keeping her distance made it easier to handle that truth. She was a
disappantment to them.

Al think 1 édm going to go, 0 Lois said standing
Anof course, run off when wedre having a conve
Al dondt want to fight with yodkathemoathero Loi s s
AHey, Loi s, have you heard from Ji mmy?0d6 Lucy
ANo, 06 Lois shook her head.

AWho is Jimmy?0 EIllen asked, intrigued.

AA friend, 06 Lucy said nonchal anttyihgtaget@dholdk eep g
of him al/l morning since the explosionéo

AHe may be at the hospital, o0 Lois suggested.

i s Gener al i s notorious for bad rece

>
<
®
—_
-
o
©
o

5
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c
)
"
"

0O Lucy didndét appear to be convinced

—
o
2]

u stil]l need to keep an eye on that
u he rest f the used gauze ro
pi

0 f
t al and get checked out. o

Q O
D
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i n
t
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p
h
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e 0
Il . . .eow laoibd acthrk, unsure of how to explain t
hecked out at the hospital. She coul dnodot e
idndédt. She didndét want to draw at andthem on t
eing trapped in the elevator.

(0]

XPp
0

Q0O

5t

Wel |l 20 Ell en prompted, |l ooking at her expect

AThere were a | ot of people injured. Clark an
more seriously injured, 0 benbmougktd.iLuwtywas watchingt oo f
her suspiciously as she spoke. She should have come up with a better lie. Lucy always knew
when she wasnbét being completely honest.

*k*
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Al still dondét understand how Cl ar lendgdaup out o
with glass al/l over youéo EIlIlen rambled as sh
and glass shedd cleaned up, walking with them
Lois |l ooked panicked for a 8heleedinenauslyarduredg an,
the room then began rambling, AWell, when Sup
already broken so Superman just flew him thro

AUhuh, 6 Lucy said not quite beShevjugt heoul &
her finger on wha She wasnét sure what that
her sister and sh knew the story shedd just

been hurt? Before she could finish hairirof thought a hard knock at the door brought her back

to the present.

D

Ellen gl ared at the door, fAWho could that be?
the door. She stopped when she opened the door and saw who was standing on tke other si

the door bloody and bruised. fASam?290

Al dondt know what youbre talking about, o Jim

room with Detective Jenkins and Detective Harris staring him down icily.

ADo you know how mathygd pe@®apll moswterlei lilngdi?®@dJenki
AYeah, |l was one of them!o Jimmy said, pointd.i
AThen how do you explain the tip we got incri

AWhat! ?o0

Detective Harris seemed to betryingp pl ay t he &égood copd in this
tell us the truth we can help you All you go
AThereds nothing to tell, o0 Jimmy argued. A Wh e

AHeds on his way, 0 JefmWea disl shatughy eldi mowmg htad asyg
arsonéo

AWhereds the Chief?0 Jimmy asked, peering tow
of it but he knew someone had to be watching.
He hoped whoeve was watching could intervene. He was

his dad had taught him years ago that he coul
rights.

AYoubre not under arrest, o0 Harriszsetdaoaghed. @AW
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Al 6m not wunder arrest?0 Jimmy <clarified. AThe
forced him back in the chair hard.

ANo, youdre not, o Jenkins interjected. M@ANot wu
AThis is illegal!d Jimmy argued.
ASo sue me! o0 Jenkins | aughed.

*k%k

AThanks, 0 Sam said cautiously as he took a gl
respond. She just glared at him coldly.

Lucy was staring coldly at their father from across the room. She glanced at hemsistarg

her gaze. After her short stint in California in an attempt to work things out with their dad Lucy

had come to the realization she would never b
always been protective of their mother so seeinghtere, in God knows what kind of

troubl eépossibly putting their mother in dang

AWhat happened?0 Lois asked cautiously, real.@
in the room.

Al did busioregspewi $dn tdred wrow the chickens ha\
began cautiously.

Al 6m calling the policeéo EIlIl en said, heading
ANO! Donét! o Sam grimaced, wincing as he move
Lois stared at her father numbs/t r uggl i ng to hold back tears as
you do?06 Her voice was shaky and her I ips tre
ADond6ét?06 EIl en challenged, AWhy not ?0

Sam | ooked down shamefully, Al guess this 1is
ATr ut h? o0 ,loakingyat Sam lneedainly. Lois had a feeling whatever their father was
about to tell them had something to do with M
him that day shedd suspected he was hhadai ng s
gut i nstinct that something about what he was
sure.

Al | ied. o Sam grimaced. Al knew who the Dboss

hands now. 0
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AYoknew 0 Loi s as ke dalclarificationdfrgnhimo get ve
AWhat 6s going on?0 EIll en asked confused, @AWho
ALex Luthor, o0 Lucy said bitterly. AThe scum o

Their motherds eyes widened as she began to p
l ong?o0

AElen, please, it doesndé6t matter, 0o he shrugged

Alt matters to me! oObogsyolrdanghterinas bekn leokirgintoisg . A T hi
psychopathic killer. I want to know holng you knew 0

Sam looked at Lois for help but she crossed her arms evehbst, waiting for an answer,
AWel |l ?20

He | ooked at Lucy who shook her head in disgu
ARi ght before Allie was murdered. 0 Sam admit:t

Lucy gasped as Lois struggled to find her voice. He knew. Allthistanéeld known Lex wa

behind all the crime in Metropolis and hedd s
murder?

AHow could you?0 Lois agdodd shakily. AAlIIlieéH
Al know. |l didndt want any partd,ofiiYotu ahfatveer two
beli eve me. 0

AHow are we supposed to believe anything you
than Lex Luthor as far as 1 6m concerned. 0
ALucy, you dondét mean that, o Sam argued.
ADond6ét | 20 Lucy scof f edandyblsaidnothinge Ydnewheaves he wa
over there dating Lois and warosuormeameé?0o t hi nk t

~

AHow could you, Sam?0 Ell en fumed ankpew | vy, n H
that psychopathic, sociopath was a eollooded killer and you saidothing ? ! 0

*k*
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ASuper man! 06 Henderson | ooked up from his coff
station. AWhat can | do for you?o

Al 6m trying to find out whatodés going on. Il ju
Hendersonkook hi s head, Al candt get any more inv
AWhat 6s going on?0 Clark asked, folding his a
gets picked up for questioning and no one is

A group ofofficers walked by, their conversation grew quiet when they saw Superman standing
wi t h HendeDetecive .0 Hey of them whistl ed.

ADond6t know whose feathers you ruffled but it
Henderson looked down at Heet, his jaw tightened as he waited for the officers to leave. Clark

glanced back at the officers with a stern glare and they ushered themselves into the coffee shop.
AWhat 6s going on?0 He repeated.

Henderson | ooked ar oundsanéClavkoHawe thgm mebtihedat her e .
O6Neal Towers at three. o0 With that he rushed
station.

***

Nothing. No explanation. No excuse. Lois stared at her father numbly, uncertain of what to make

of his current disheveld appearance or how to process what
been attacked. That much was certain. Why? Re
seemed to be coming after everyone she cared about. Panic began to run through her mind.
Jimmy.Luy said she couldndédt get a hold of him. Wi

6Dondét &he glanbed baek.atblLucy, trying to force herself to focus on the problem at

hand. At least both her parents and her sister were here safe where she could see them. She
coul dn 6t haotoapproach tissHikee she would any of her other investigations so they
could get to the bottom of this. I f she panic
do that right now.

6 F o cShstoldherself.

AWhat did theyadid?®ulsdiys &dHeked,one was cool an
emotions that were threatening to take over her.

Her relationship with her father was complicated to say the least. She loved him. He was her

father. He was also the man whose expectationsalid never live up to and the man who
seemed to never be willing to give her the one thing she wanted, his acceptance and respect.
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The fight to end all fights theyodd had her se
hi m s he witamedoa schpa. Hatgld her she was a disappointment and there was no

use in her continuing to live there. She agreed and she left. He accused her of betraying the Lane
family name by refusing to follow in his footsteps.

That had been the tipping pointtheir relationship. She had thrown everything back in his face
regarding the affairs and the way he treated

hedd |l eft. She bl amed hi m. He broke her mothe
mot her. Unfortunately, it didn6t do anything
shut the door on her relationship with her fa
have a civil rel ationship .f oAt LAwnytd sL ysmarkGes bfuur

ignored her and walked away. That was the final straw for her.

She planned on closing the book on their rela
happened. Shedd yet to even s ped@®akthadrunimto f at h
him during their investigation into Menkenods
gift of hope. Shedd seen a glimmer of the man
family. Shedd had Ipeyntdnow Rete hd veastsamnplirg blleovedthah ad h o

hope again and again.

Al had an Englishman show up at my practice |
Menken. Next thing | know heds pulling out a
dsgust. Al dondét know what to do. I didndot Kknoc
AwWell, youdbdre not staying here!od Lucy spat an
ALucyéodo EIl en admoni shed.

AWhat ? Wedre all thinking it,o0 Lucy snapped.
coming afserryobutl §mu have no right to disru
choiceséo Lucy | ectured angrily.

Al can speak for myself thank you, 0 EIll en int
Sam | ooked at her expectantly, AEIIl en?o
ALucyds right. You canotilyducaworelasmuggriountEl | en ha
ElI'l en added, AYou can stay in the pool house.

AWhat 6s this?06 Lex asked | ooking at the photo
desk.

AfSeems everything i s going am@wobrtdummg. tDhel @omi
has put the demotion into wor ks, but hebs sti
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Lex took a p
r

ff at his cigar, examining the p
know how ha t

u
d O sqgueeze Mrs. Cox. 0

peWmahave a track
s phone outside o
h

He was seen takkhrhgewi tbd8y
t [
the investigation

4
careful . Hasnbo turned on h
or anyone else involved in

A

AHeds being smart , puffbfdiscigarai d, t aki ng anot her

=]

Very, 0 Mrs. Cox added.
AKeep tailing him,0 Lex ordered.

*k%k

Lois locked the door to her apartment and sighed in relief as she turned to the familiar setting of

her home. Shedd | eft as soon tamsakessiretheradad | d . L
di dndédt oOtake advantagebd of momdés good nature
change out of her c¢clothes from earlier that w

yet so she assumed Hteoddl sheeanted todolwhselthngaaouieoly . Ri g
these clothes and wash the smell of iodine off of her. She turned the shower on, hoping to wash
away the memory of today.

<<Al had an Englishman show up at mywiracti ce
Menken. Next thing | know heds pulling out a
Nigel. Nigel St. John had to be the Englishma
Lucy further the description she gave of her attacker matched that of Mrs. CowaBEhaio

family members Lex had come after in the | ast
hated that she hadndot been able to put two an
had been distracted and Lucy only had a small scratthem cheek. There was n
least not then. Was it a warning? Revenge?

<<Al was told we were repairing injured playe
strongeréa, uh, &éSupermand if you will.o>>

He had been lying. How involved was he?

<<" Al | he ever mentioned was a, uh, &édbossd th
to make the fighters do too much too fast wit

The brilliant surgeon shedd grown up with so
whatthese men were asking him to do. How had he gotten involved in something like this? She
had so many questions. Why had her father, Dr. Sam Lane begun working with criminals?
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